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ABSTRACT

ubnionl oernmen e become increinl relen cor in or Americ i ricle 
emine inernionl relion beeen ubnionl oernmen nd dnmic o oernnce in 
the region pecica the reation o anadian proince ith their conterpart in the nited 
tate and exico. It gget that actor ch a economic gobaiation ederaim and decentra-
iion e riered increed rdilomic ciiie b ubnionl uni  lo o  in-
ternationa reation beteen anadian proince and bnationa nit in the nited tate are 
more ignicant than thoe ith exico and inoe main ie o tainabe economic deeop-
ment the enironment natra reorce ecrit ctre edcation cience and technoog. hee 
regiona bnationa dnamic hae been crcia to nding otion to common goba and regiona 
roblem rou ubnionl enue nd o dncin ne orm o mulilerl cooerion
  orth America paradipomac goernance bnationa goernment

RESUMEN

o obierno ubncionle e n conerido en core cd e m relene en oremric 
e rculo emin l relcione inerncionle enre lo obierno ubncionle  l dinmic 
de gobernana en a regin epeccamente a reacione de a proincia canadiene con  
contraparte en tado nido  xico. e giere e e amento en a actiidade de paradipo-
mci relid or l unidde ubncionle  ido eimuldo or core como l loblicin 
econmica e ederaimo  a decentraiacin. Adem e demetra e a reacione internacio-
nae entre a proincia canadiene  a nidade bnacionae en tado nido on m ig-
nicatia  etn incada principamente con tema como e dearroo econmico e medio 
ambiente o recro natrae e dearroo tentabe a egridad a ctra a como a edca-
cin a ciencia  a tecnooga. ta dinmica bnacionae regionae han ido crciae para 
enconrr olucione  roblem en común medine  ubncionle  nr en nue orm 
de cooercin mulilerl
  orteamrica paradipomacia gobernana gobierno bnacionae.
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INTRODUCTION

ubnionl e e emered  ome o e mo relen cor o e en-
rt centr in both the nationa and internationa arena. conomic gobaiation 
and poitica democratiation hae generated nprecedented chaenge the o-
ion o ic in mn ce o beond e nionl e cciie i  creed 
ne ce o oer nd deciion-min ledin o lobl oernnce n i con-
text oereign tate hae been nabe to oe maor goba probem hich are no 
nding aene o otion at the pranationa regiona and bnationa ee.

o maor trend in internationa reation hae emerged oer the at to de-
cade. he rt otard ha promoted integration among contrie creating regiona 
nd urnionl bloc conomic lobliion  en lce rou ree-rde 
agreement and nancia o a e a other orm o poitica cooperation 
among contrie hich in trn orm region. he econd trend inard ha gener-
ated increaed decentraiation o edera goernment proiding greater athorit 
o non-cenrl oernmen ncreinl uonomou ubnionl oernmen 
participate more both ithin the nationa and internationa phere a demontrat-
ed b their poicmaing abiit main a a ret o decentraiation procee in 
counrie i ederl em ee o rend re cler in or Americ ubn-
ionl oernmen e become increinl relen oin o  erie o deelo-
ment ch a ederaim decentraiation and economic gobaiation reting in 
ree-rde reion nd e rmenion o e cenrl e oer Ain i 
bacgrond bnationa goernment hae created trannationa poitica coopera-
tion poercenter generating pace o goernance in the region.

eera choar hae examined anadian proince internationa reation -
ing diere approache or intance exporing their internationa actiitie and oreign 
trade cha 200 their roe in impementing internationa treatie ain 2010 
and the pecic motiation ndering ebec internationa reation athaar 
1999. In the cae o the nited tate bnationa goernment internationa roe ha 
been examined conidering the importance o their internationa actiitie ocing 
1993 r 2004 cian 2012. exican tate hae ao increaed their internationa 
reation ince the 1990 and thee hae been tdied b eera choar chiaon 
2004 2014 ee r and tphane ed. 2014. oeer no one ha propoed 
a regiona comparatie perpectie conidering the internationa reation among 
the bnationa nit o anada the nited tate and exico.

hi artice dea ith the ooing etion: hat actor accont or the emer-
gence and deeopment o internationa reation beteen anadian proince and 
their conterpart in the nited tate and exico hat ind o cooperation hae 
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eoed in reation beteen anadian proince and bnationa goernment in 
the .. and exico o reeant are thee reation in regiona goernance

 ill emine ere e inernionl relion beeen ubnionl e in 
orth America pecica reation beteen the anadian proince and bnation-
a tate o the nited tate and exico a e a the roe thoe reation pa in 
the region commercia poitica and ocia goernance dnamic. hee regiona 
bnationa dnamic hae been crcia to nding ne otion to common goba 
nd reionl roblem rou ubnionl enue nd o dncin ne orm o 
mulilerl cooerion in e re

he hpothei otined here ame that anadian proince internationa 
ciiie e increed iin or Americ minl   reul o e economic 
and commercia integration propeed b the anadanited tate ree rade Agree-
ment cusfta) igned in 19 and the orth American ree rade Agreement nafta) 
hich came into orce on anar 1 1994. imiar it conider that ederaim and 
decenrliion e cilied e deelomen o ubnionl oernmen in-
ternationa reation. Oing to thee deeopment anadian proince a e a 
bnationa tate in the nited tate and exico hae gained greater atonom 
o ormule eir olicie nd conduc inernionl ciiie

he artice i diided into to main ection. he rt examine the condition 
nder hich bnationa goernment hae acired internationa reeance in 
orth America in order to identi their characteritic dnamic and the mot im-
orn cor in reionl oernnce i ecion emine e increin deerio-
rion o e cenrl e oer nd e enion o ne cener o oer or 
athorit. he econd ection oce on the denition and characteritic o paradi-
pomac in orth America then it aee eera cae o tranborder reation 
beeen ubnionl oernmen in e nafta region and beent the expan-
ion o anadian proince paradipomac. ina it expore the internationa re-
ation beteen anadian proince and exican tate hich coer diere area 
o cooerion

THE EMERGENCE OF PARADIPLOMACY IN NORTH AMERICA

 
A rou o cor cn el elin e increin role o ubnionl oernmen 
in the internationa phere. irt ederaim and decentraiation hae paed an 
important roe becae in ome edera contrie ith ee o decentraiation 
ubnionl oernmen e eenie coniuionl cciie or deinin nd 
impementing poicie enabing them to be inoed in internationa actiitie. econd 
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one coneence o economic gobaiation ha been a ragmentation o the tate 
eading to a ne orm o goernance. In thi context bnationa goernment hae 
gained more eerage and poer becoming ome o the mot important actor in 
the internationa tem. onidering thee deeopment e can more accrate 
ae the internationa actiitie o bnationa nit ao non a paradipomac.

According to neto 2014 paradipomac reer to the participation or in-
oement o the contitent nit region o nationa tate in internationa aair 
or exampe the proince in anada the .. tate atonomo commnitie in 
pain the nder in erman and the obat and contitent repbic in Ria. 
Regiona goernment condct ario internationa aair: he open trade and 
ctra miion abroad ign treatie and agreement ith oreign tate and non
tate actor the participate in internationa netor o regiona cooperation and 
the ometime een chaenge the ocia oreign poic o their centra goern-
ment throgh their tatement or action neto 2014: 3.

FEDERALISM AND DECENTRALIZATION

It i reeant to examine the characteritic o ederaim ince in eera contrie 
ith edera tem bnationa goernment hae an extenie capacit to or-
mate poicie in ario area incding internationa actiitie. he three nafta

contrie hae edera tem hoeer each ha dierent ee o decentraiation. 
r nderine that anada ha the mot decentraied tem ith the 10 proin-
cia goernment exerciing more poicmaing atitde than either the 0 .. 
tate goernment or the 32 exican tate goernment 2004: 4. Indeed anada 
can be regarded a one o the mot decentraied contrie in the ord age and 
arrop 2004: 232. In contrat in the cae o exico a centrait trend ha dominat-
ed poitica ie. he emergence and deeopment o ederaim dier in each con-
tr. or exampe nited tate and anada emerged a contrie ith tate and 
proince repectie hich enoed certain atonom ith repect to the centra 
goernment herea in the cae o exico ederaim a created b a centra-
i oernmen1 anada ederaim i mtictra mtinationa and biinga 
rge 200: 120 the edera goernment recognie anada dierit hich 
elin e roince i leel o decenrliion nd uonom

Decentraied goernance according to the nited ation Deeopment ro-
gram undp hen care panned eectie impemented and adeate man-
aged can ead to a notabe improement in the ebeing o citien at the oca 

1 or more abot the characteritic o ederaim in exico ee rio 2000.



5

paRadiplomacy in noRth ameRica

essays

ee and it cmatie eect can trengthen hman deeopment. oeer de-
centraied goernance i neither a panacea nor a ic x undp, 2004: 2. hi inter-
nionl orniion lo e  e e o decenrlied oernnce orble 
to hman deeopment i to are that the demand and oice o the poor epe-
cia omen contribte to it deign exection and monitoring. In the ame a 
r 2011 arge that bnationa goernment are more receptie to their citien 
need nd more ded o eir roblem nd  rnerrin reonibiliie o 
oer ee o goernment can thereore contribte to more eectie and ecient 
olic-min

In anada proince manage the centra goernment heath edcation and 
eare tem the ao et abor poicie among other. In 2011 arond 47 percent 
o anada pbic expenditre ere made on the proincia ee the highet per-
centage at thi ee among contrie o the Organiation or conomic ooperation 
and Deeopment oecd hie oca goernment managed 20 percent and the ed-
era goernment 2 percent oecd 201. hee capacitie o the proince ao 
them to deign the impementation o internationa treatie that aect the area nder 
their ridiction ain 2010. In the ame a the high ee o pbic pending 
conrolled b e roince enble em o conduc inernionl ciiie

In the nited tate bnationa tate ao hae ignicant eerage in certain 
area o poicmaing. Indeed the contr hitoric eotion demontrate that 
ederaim ha oed the probem o order ncertaint and economic decine it 
lo o  i i uncionl o e  ron cenrl ederl oernmen nd  
the ame time ao the bnationa tate to preere their atonom re
adia 2014: 131133. ohn incaid  tain that bnationa tate o the .. hae 
imited internationa competence deried rom their 1 contittiona athorit to 
ene e inernionl ren in limied   e bu no  nion-e 
2 poitica reedom to pre tateoca interet internationa and 3 goern-
menta capacit to act independent in the internationa arena 1999: 111.  hi 
uor underline  ee comeencie increed oer e l decde o e 
enie cenur  ubnionl e e ou o romoe eor nd rc 
orein inemen

In the cae o exico according to a 2013 oecd report b 2009 both tate and 
mnicipa goernment in thi contr controed abot 3 percent o tota pbic 
pending hie the edera goernment concentrated t oer 0 percent. In act the 
roorion o ublic eendiure conrolled b ubnionl oernmen  increed 
in recent decade. or exampe in 1990 bnationa tate and mnicipaitie ato-
gether acconted or 10 percent o pbic pending in exico: thi percentage had 
reached amot 40 percent b 2009. According to thi td increaed bnationa 
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goernment pending coincided ith higher edera traner or pecic prpoe 
contribtion. Decentraiation in exico ha been epecia ottanding in ocia 
pending particar in edcation heath and poert aeiation oecd, 2013.

oeer poitica decentraiation procee do not neceari ead to more 
ecient poicie and goernance epecia in thoe contrie that hae not become 
conoidated democracie here athoritarian practice perit epecia at the 
bnationa ee. or exampe in the cae o exico the decentraiation o poice 
orce tarted in the ear 1990 bt it ha not generated more ecrit in ome b-
nationa tate here ioence ha proierated. imiar the edcationa tem ha 
not improed ith it decentraiation begn in the ate 190 epecia at the pri-
mr nd econdr leel

GLOBALIZATION, GOVERNANCE, AND FRAGMENTATION OF THE STATE

According to ierre 2013 the impact o gobaiation ha been tronger on bna-
tiona economie and intittion coinciding ith ignicant dometic intittiona 
change. Dring the 190 and 1990 economic poicie prioritied neoibera goa 
uc  dereulion nd reducion o e ublic ecor i le ciie nd reion 
le roeced rom inernionl economic nd oliicl reure e combined 
eect o neoibera poicie and the redction o bidie rom centra to bnationa 
oernmen orced mn ciie nd reion o elore oer ource o income nd 
economic deeopment incding internationa netor. h gobaiation ha 
enered rocee uc  ubnionl inernionliion nd e emerence o 
reionl or rnnionl oernnce reemen

ubnionl oernmen e emered  relen inernionl cor durin 
e er o lobliion e e increinl ined leere in deciion-min 
abot the internationa agenda participating in ario trannationa organiation 
ith their conterpart abroad eading to goba and regiona goernance.

oernance i a proce or a et o procee compried main o maret hier-
archie and netor and i repreented b a brr ditinction beteen the tate and 
ociet priate organiation and intittion or oint ith pbic intittion 
and the participation o a nmber o ee and aer oca proincia nationa re-
giona and goba the procee throgh hich internationa aair are coordinated 
are increaing identied a goba goernance eood 2010: 2. oernance 
ha been dened a the m o regation broght abot b actor procee a 
e a trctre and tied ith reerence to a pbic probem rn ti and 
nderein 2010: . imiar goernance encompae the actor and procee 
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that mae p a coectie core o action incding the poitica negotiation coai-
tion biding obbing peraion and threat that accompan the poicmaing 
and impementation proce rn ti and nderein 2010: . tiee go-
ernnce inole  rou o cor i imorn inu o e olic-min roce 
one o them i bnationa goernment. In thi context the bnationa ee are 
pocentric goernance arrangement or nctiona oerapping and competing 
ridiction that pa an important roe ithin a mtiee context rn ti 
and nderein 2010: 7. 

ome uor e obered  nionl oernmen re increinl con-
trained b a tem o mtiee goernance oca nationa regiona and goba 
hich can bare be controed or at eat monitored. or exampe Roena arge 
that goba probem are addreed throgh a bircated tem in hich there are 
to niere o ord poitic: the rt i an intertate tem o tate and their 
nionl oernmen   lon domined e coure o een e econd i 
a mticentric tem o diere tpe o other coectiitie that ha ate emerged 
a a ria orce o athorit ith actor that ometime cooperate ith oten com-
pete ith and ende interact ith the tatecentric tem Roena 2003: 22.

According to chote goernance comprie pratate regiona and tran-
ord regime that operate ith ome atonom rom the tate. rthermore 
man btate mnicipa and proincia goernment toda engage direct ith 
phere beond their tate 200: 1. In other ord goernance in a gobaied 
ord ha become ditinct mtiaered and intertined. Regation occr at and 
throgh interconnection among mnicipa proincia nationa regiona and goba 
ite. In thi context no ee preai oer the other a a the cae in the pat ith 
centra tate premac oer the btate phere. According ociet in the con-
temporar gobaied ord i regated in a pocentric a in hich goernance 
tend to be die emanating rom mtipe ocae at once ith point and ine o 
athorit that are not aa cear chote 200: 1. 

e nion-e  deeriored or rmened orldide in  decenrliin 
rend  ie more leere o ubnionl oernmen o oere in bo e 
nationa and internationa arena. he orce o athorit in the mticentric ord 
identied b Roena incde the bnationa goernment among man other ac-
tor hich become center o poer and athorit in dierent a. h increa-
in cii o ubnionl cor in e inernionl ere  en lce minl 
becue o e rerucurin o e nion-e iin  cone o economic lobl-
iion nd oliicl democriion

A decribed beo orth America i regarded a a pocentric region becae 
oernnce i enered b eerl leel o oernmen bu lo b diere cener 
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o poer oca bnationa nationa and pranationa a e a b a ariet o 
actor. A mentioned aboe nafta gathered exico the nited tate and anada 
into a common reetrade area in 1994.

conomic inerion  dnced durin e nafta eriod  i erinen o 
nderine that anada arget trade partner i the nited tate. Arond three
arter o anadian export go to the .. and tothird o anadian import 
come rom there. Ontario i the anadian proince mot dependent on the .. mar-
et a approximate 90 percent o it export go there. It i ooed b Aberta 
e rnic rince dard Iand and ebec a ith more than 0 percent 
o their export going to the nited tate ecor 2009. Aberta ha been a promi-
nent proince in anada.. trade ince it i ined to priorit ie on the .. 
end uc  ener nd oil

Arond 0 percent o exico export go to the nited tate hie approxi-
mate 0 percent o it import come rom there. rthermore 40 cent ot o eer 
doar o good exported b exico to the nited tate i ade in the A. or ana-
dian export to the nited tate 2 percent o good added ae originated in the 
nited tate oon 2017. ince nafta a enacted exico export to the .. 
and anada hae gron more than eod rom 3 biion to 319 biion in 
201 harton 201. In contrat trade beteen exico and anada i e ignicant.

At the ame time eer nafta member  democric nd oliicl em  
e a edera goernment and to a greater or eer extent a certain degree o a-
onom or ubnionl oernmen i uonom enble em o erorm ri-
ou ciiie nd ebli relion i eir counerr rouou e reion

In thi poitica and economic context bnationa goernment hae emerged 
a one o the more reeant actor in regiona goernance manieted in diere 
orm o rnnionl cooerion e olloin ecion emine e role o ub-
nionl oernmen in or Americ  inernionl cor

PARADIPLOMACY IN NORTH AMERICA

A mentioned aboe bnationa goernment poer and eerage hae increaed 
amidt the decentraiation and the ragmentation o the tate hich ha created ne 
orm o reionl oernnce  i reciel in ee condiion  ubnionl 
oernmen e increed eir inernionl ciiie or rdilomc

Io Dchace 1990 one o the rt choar to e the term identie three di-
erent orm o paradipomac: tranborder regiona paradipomac tranregiona 
or macroregiona paradipomac and goba paradipomac. irt tranborder 
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regiona paradipomac reer to tranborder contact intittiona orma and 
aboe a inorma hich are predominant conditioned b geographic proximit 
nd e reulin imilri in e nure o common roblem nd eir oible 
otion. econd tranregiona paradipomac reer to the connection and 
negotiation beteen noncentra goernment that are not neighbor in contrat to 
tranborder regiona paradipomac bt hoe nationa goernment are. ina 
goba paradipomac conit o poiticanctiona contact ith ditant nation 
that bring noncentra goernment into contact not on ith trade indtria or 
culurl cener on oer coninen bu lo i e riou brnce or encie o 
oreign nationa goernment Dchace 1990: 127.2

ith regard to anada engro and Rich contend that increaed paradipo-
mac i the ret o diere e actor ch a increaing gobaiation interna-
tiona incding continenta trade agreement the ongoing impact o ederaim 
nationaim decentraiation exiting bt omehat ambigo contittiona pro-
iion and the expanion o internationa actiit into phere heretoore reered 
or bnationa nit 200: 10107. aradipomac ha created important aene 
o otion or the mot erio and dict goba probem o the ear tent
rt centr hich traditiona dipomatic actiitie condcted b nationa goern-
ment hae been ncce at reoing. hi i the cae in orth America here 
e relioni beeen ee counrie ubnionl oernmen e in ome c-
e become intittionaied creating orm and conerence that become perma-
nen rnnionl ce or cooerion e olloin ecion nle riou 
innce o rnnionl cooerion beeen borderin e o e reion nd 
emine e lobl iue  rdilomic enue re ocuin on in e reion

TRANS-BORDER RELATIONS BETWEEN

SUBNATIONAL GOVERNMENTS IN THE NAFTA REGION

In a poitica context characteried b decentraied edera tem nafta  con-
tribted to trengthening poitica and intittiona in among anada 10 pro-
ince exico 32 tate and the nited tate 0 tate. eera croborder bodie 
e been creed o cilie reer reionl cooerion beeen ubnionl 
oernmen

2 Dchace ao reer to protodipomac to decribe thoe initiatie and actiitie o a noncentra goer-
nment abroad that grat a more or e eparatit meage on to it economic ocia and ctra in ith 
oreign nation. In thi context the regiona/proincia parent athorit e it trade/ctra miion 
brod o rere e inernionl round or  uure eceion nd reconiion o  ne oerein uni 
Dchace 1990: 27 a i the cae o ebec in anada.



10 (DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.20999/nam.2017.b004)

RobeRto Zepeda
noRteaméRica

eerl border e in or Americ cin common cllene e coni-
tted orm and permanent oring grop or exampe or othetern .. 
tate aiornia Ariona e exico and exa and the ix northern exican 
tate aa aiornia onora hihaha oahia amaipa and eo en 
e me eriodicll o cree nd in cooerion reemen on uc diere 
topic a economic deeopment commercia port edcation and heath and ec-
rit among other. hee meeting are non a the order oernor onerence. 
he rt conerence conened in d. re hihaha exico in 190 and began 
the orma proce o opening ine o commnication among the 10 .. and exi-
can border tate. he conerence i hed each ear aternating ocation beteen the 
nited tate and exico Ariona oernment 201. Apart rom the order o-
ernor onerence other exampe o reation beteen bnationa goernment 
in the nited tate and exico incde the Arionaexico ommiion the or-
der egiatie onerence the hihahae exico order ommiion and 
the ommiion o the aiornia cian 2012.

imiar eera pace exit in hich reation beteen bnationa goern-
ment in the nited tate anada and exico hae become intittionaied. 
muel cilln obere  economic lobliion led o e creion o cro-
border organiation in .. tate that border on anada or exico draing them 
into ie inoing trade border ecrit immigration and enironmenta con-
cern 2012: 7. hee croborder organiation incde the onerence o e 
ngand oernor and atern anadian remier the onci o reat ae 
oernor cglg the IdahoAberta a orce the ontanaAberta iatera Ad-
ior onci the acic orthet conomic Region and the etern anadian 
remier and etern oernor Aociation cian 2012. hee and other 
imilr reionl orniion re decribed in e ne ecion

The Conference of Great Lakes 
and St. Lawrence Governors and Premiers (CGLSLGP)

hi conerence a onded in 193 and i compried o the ooing member: 
the tate o Iinoi Indiana ichigan inneota e or Ohio ennania 
and iconin in the nited tate and the proince o Ontario and ebec in 
anada. hrogh the conerence goernor and premier or together to promote 
economic groth in the region etimated at  biion bt ao to protect the 
ord arget rehater tem cglslgp, 201.3 e conerence i e reul o 

3  or more pecic inormation abot thi organiation ee http//:.cggp.org.
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oer 30 ear or b the onci o the reat ae to encorage and aciitate 
enironmenll reonible economic deelomen

The Conference of New England Governors 
and Eastern Canadian Premiers (NEG/ECP) 

hi conerence coer a ignicant part o the trannationa actiit in the region. 
One o the mot endring tranborder regiona mechanim it a etabihed in 
197 and ha paid epecia attention to ie ch a tainabe deeopment and 
the enironment. imiar the member tate hae ormated a erie o action to 
reduce ir olluion nd reenoue  emiion4 e oundin member re 
11 bnationa goernment:  proince in anada e rnic eond-
and and abrador oa cotia rince dard Iand and ebec and  tate 
in the nited tate onnectict aine aachett e amphire Rhode 
Iand and ermont.

The Southeastern US-Canadian Provinces Alliance (SEUS-CP)

hi trategic aiance beteen the otheatern .. tate and anada proince 
a etabihed in 2007 in ontrea ebec to promote trade and inetment op-
portnitie beteen and among it member. .. member tate incde Aabama 
eorgia iiippi orth aroina oth aroina and enneee herea a-
nadian member are the proince o anitoba e rnic eondand 
and abrador oa cotia Ontario rince dard Iand and ebec. hi ai-
ance hod an anna conerence headed b the goernor o each tate and the a-
nadian premier or their repreentatie bine and indtria eader. It enabe 
the eader o otheatern .. tate and anadian proince to negotiate ith a 
neor o leder rom bo e ublic nd rie ecor e mo relen i-
e addreed are ne commnication technoogie adanced manactring 
and cean technoog seus-cp, 201.

4 or more detai abot thi conerence ee ea an natten and peaeo 2014. 
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Council of State Governments-Eastern Regional Conference (CSG/ERC)

he prpoe o the onci o tate oernmentatern Regiona onerence csg-
eRc i to aciitate the exchange o idea among poicmaer bine eader and 
the academic commnit o the 1 member tate. hee bnationa goernment 
incde the 11 northeatern .. tate rom aine to arand erto Rico and 
the irgin Iand and anada proince o ebec e rnic Ontario 
oa cotia and rince dard Iand. he conerence headarter ha been o-
cated in e or it ince 1937. or more than 70 ear it member hae con-
centrated on training pbic ocia regarding the probem and chaenge acing 
the region.  aciitating cooperation among it member thi orm promote 
mtitate or regiona otion to common probem. imiar it condct re-
erc nd olic nli old eminr nd conerence nd eriodicll ub-
ihe neetter reated to ario topic ch a agrictre energ/enironment 
heath tranportation and regiona trend.

The Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER)

onded in 1991 the acic orthet conomic Region pnweR i  ublic-ri-
ate nonprot organiation hoe member are the .. tate o Aaa Idaho 
Oregon ontana and ahington and the anadian proince o ritih om-
bia Aberta and aatchean p the on and orthet erritorie. It miion 
i to increae the economic ebeing and ait o ie o the region citien hie 
mininin nd imroin e enironmen Amon i ol re o coordine ro-
incia and tate poicie throghot the region identi and promote mode o 
ucce romoe reer reionl collborion ennce e reion comeiiene 
in both dometic and internationa maret eerage regiona inence in Ottaa 
and ahington D.. and achiee contined economic groth hie preering 
the region natra reorce pnweR, 201. hi organiation a born ot o the 
oriinl iion o ebliin  collborie bod in e reion o ce e common 
probem and promote the interet o the anadian proince and .. tate.

Summit of North American Governors and Premiers

In ate October 201 anadian premier met ith the goernor o the nited tate 
and exico at the er rt mmit o orth American oernor and remier in 
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oorado. hi mmit boated the participation o a tota o een .. goernor 
ix exican goernor and to anadian premier. he aim a to promote cro
border diaoge and ee oint opportnitie in the econom poitic energ -
tainabe deeopment and the enironment. he ix exican goernor ho 
attended the mmit ere rom the tate o idago aico eba intana Roo 
catn and xico and came a repreentatie o exico ationa onerence 
o oernor onago. he .. goernor o oorado tah ichigan oth Da-
ota e exico the irgin Iand and Iinoi participated in the mmit a 
member o the ationa oernor Aociation nga and the anadian premier 
o the on and e rnic participated a repreentatie o the onci o 
the ederation cof nga, 201. It a a cooperatie meeting o the three nationa 
ociion  brou oeer ubnionl uoriie o e ree or Ameri-
cn counrie

onidering a o the aboe the inoement o bnationa goernment at 
the internationa ee in orth America i ignicant and diere. I hae detected 
the three orm o paradipomac identied b Dchace 1990. e can a that 
bnationa reation are not on imited to bordering tate tranborder regiona 
paradipomac bt that cooperation organiation and orm beteen ditant 
bnationa tate in neighboring contrie hae ao been created regiona paradi-
pomac. ae o internationa reation beteen bnationa tate o ditant 
contrie ao exit goba paradipomac. Recent the nmber o internationa 
oce o anadian proince in Aia ha increaed epecia in hina. eerthe-
e it i eident that tranborder regiona paradipomac predominate in the cae 
o anadian proince and .. tate.

DIMENSIONS OF CANADIAN PROVINCES’ PARADIPLOMACY

anadian proince hae deeoped trannationa reation ith their conterpart 
in the nited tate to oe common probem and manage reorce a e a to 
promote economic exchange and attract inetment. In other region o the ord 
imiar dnamic are taing pace. r 2011 nderine that the ander region 
egim ataonia and the ae ontr pain and ebec anada hae 
e mo cie orein relion rorm in erm o mone en nd eronnel 
deoted to internationa actiitie. he anadian proince ith the mot extenie 
internationa reation i ebec ooed b Aberta Ontario and ritih om-
bia. According to ecor anada proince motiation or internationa actiit 
i primari nctiona a it ere to rther economic interet throgh the 
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ciliion o eor nd e rcion o orein inemen  ell  o re in-
ormation and ometime coordinate poic ith neighboring .. tate 2009: 127. 
imiar ome anadian citie ch a ontrea ebec ancoer ritih o-
mbia and oronto Ontario hae ao deeoped an internationa dimenion 
ecor 2009: 127.

In anada proincia goernment are ree to act internationa ithin their 
area o ridiction aid ot in the anadian ontittion. he edera goernment 
i expected to cont the proince beore igning an internationa treat that aect 
proince in their area o ridiction r 2011.

engro and Rich point ot that ebec ha been the mot actie proince 
hen it come to paradipomatic actiit 200: 119. he highight the dimenion 
o ebec paradipomac: It ha a  taed minitr oe dedicated to inter-
nationa reation. ince 194 ebec ha igned more than 0 internationa agree-
ment o hich more than 300 are ti in eect ith 79 dierent contrie. he ame 
athor ao remar that thi proince ha a coniderabe preence oerea ith a 
netor o 2 eparate oce abroad in 17 contrie incding the nited tate 
atin America rope and Aia 200: 119. rthermore ebec ha created it 
on initr o Internationa Reation ith more than 0 peronne and an anna 
bdget exceeding 100 miion r 2011.

hie mot paradipomatic actiitie o anadian proince are directed at the 
nited tate their oc dier notab according to the proince economic o-
cia and geographic characteritic. h ritih ombia actiitie hae concen-
trated on ie ch a oretr and amon Aberta ha oced on oi and catte. 
hee dierence reect each proince economic trength. In term o regiona 
cooperation ritih ombia ha directed important paradipomatic eort to org-
ing in ith it neighboring tate o the .. acic orthet and the Atantic 
proince hae directed mot o their eort to deeoping reation ith the nearb 
tate o e ngand in the nited tate etter 200. onidering a thi eco-
nomic interet i one o the main actor expaining the expanion o anadian pro-
ince inernionl relion in recen decde

Dring thi era o economic gobaiation characteried b an increaing inter-
connection beteen contrie man bnationa goernment nder edera -
tem hae decided to be more dnamic in internationa reation. hin goba 
and act oca ha become predominant in an era o gobaiation a oca and re-
ionl leel o oernmen em o imlemen olicie  ill i eir locl 
coniuen o e dne o e oiie eure o lobliion ile mii-
gating the negatie eect r 2004: 9.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS BETWEEN CANADIAN PROVINCES

AND MEXICAN STATES

nernionl ciiie o ubnionl e in eico e ended oer e l 
to decade or o in ario area ch a the econom and trade and ao in the po 
itica ream. eera bnationa goernment in exico hae an oce or in ome 
cae a minitr aigned to managing internationa reation and eera tate hae 
repreentatie oce in the nited tate in region ith important immigrant 
popation originating rom their ridiction ar 2012.

exico initr o oreign Aair sRe)  lbeled e eernl cion nd e 
increaing participation o btate and mnicipaitie in internationa aair a 
ederatie dipomac paradipomac and oca dipomac sRe, 2014a. According 
o e sRe thi ind o dipomac i an eectie too or inerting oca goernment and 
eir communiie ino e lobliion rocee nd economic inerion in lce 
in the internationa phere. he bnationa tate ace chaenge that reire great-
er competitiene and ecienc ch a attracting oreign inetment promoting 
their interet abroad participating in internationa cooperation proect and etab-
ihing ongoing connection ith their migrant commnitie abroad sRe, 2014a.

eicn ubnionl e e increed eir inernionl ciiie ince 
the ear 1990 de main to the economic gobaiation tarted in the 190 and 
the poitica democratiation achieed in 2000. According to chiaon 2004 exi-
can tate internationa actiitie hae taen pace in at eat ix a: 1 etabih-
ing repreentatie oce b the bnationa tate in other contrie capita or 
citie 2 organiing high adertied orne o tate goernor to other contrie 
3 ending miion o oca ocia abroad 4 hoting internationa trade air or 
locl roduc  deeenin relion beeen ubnionl e  e reionl 
ee pecica beteen border tate and  oca ocia participating in meet-
in o inernionl orniion

exican bnationa goernment and anadian proince igned 23 mta 
cooperation agreement beteen 199 and 2009 ar 2012. he area coered in-
cded trade agrictre oretr and the enironment. oreoer the nmber o 
agreement beteen exican tate and anadian proince ha ignicant in-
creaed ince 200 main beteen a ma nmber o noncentra goernment 
ebec Aberta Ontario anitoba and ritih ombia and the exican tate 
o eo en aico ampeche exico it and eracr ar 2012.

 201 pecic cooperation agreement beteen exican tate and anadian 
proince had increaed to 2 sRe 201. ot o thee ere igned b aico and 
anitoba aico and Aberta aico and ebec eo en and ritih ombia 
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ueo en and ebec eo en and ebecAmerica Oce or oth 
ampeche and oa cotia anaato and ebec and exico it and the 
Internationa entre or Reearch and Deeopment anada. he main area o co-
operation ere heath edcation cience and technoog training port eniron-
ment potion the econom indtr trade torim ctre technoog and 
agrictre among other. he exican tate that igned the mot agreement ith 
anadian proince ere aico and eo en hie the mot actie anadian 
proince in thi regard ere Aberta and ebec.

ome exican tate hae internationa reation oce. aico i the tate ith 
e ie leel o inernionl ciiie   eblied innin reemen 
ith 11 tate and proince in ix contrie. hee agreement coer ario topic 
incding edcation heath torim ctre commerce and enironmenta protec-
tion a e a cience and technoog among other. aico etabihed thee agree-
ment ith Aberta and anitoba in anada and ith iconin arand 
iori Idaho and ahington in the nited tate. he maorit o agreement 
reached ith .. tate concerned migrant need. he accord ith Aberta incded 
a temporar orer program promoting ae ega etrctred migration o-
bierno de aico 2013.

rthermore aico ha etabihed internationa agreement o pecic coop-
eration in dierent area ith to bnationa tate and to contrie. It igned 
pecic cooperation agreement ith ebec in 2009 regarding ch diere theme 
a edcation ctra indtrie animation economic torim and inormation 
technoog obierno de aico 2013. In the edcationa ed aico ha an im-
preie it o internationa cooperation accord incding more than 170 agree-
ment ith partner in oer 30 contrie.

or it part the exico it goernment ha recent etabihed the Interna-
tiona Aair Oce cgai reponibe or managing the proce o internationai-
ing exico it. It ha impemented eera program to promote trade torim 
and ctra exchange to adance exico it attractiene internationa and to 
renen ie o riendi nd cooerion i ciie nd counrie cro e 
hemiphere and the ord. he cae o exico it i important becae it i not 
onl e cil o e counr bu lo e ocil nd economic cener o  mero-
poitan area o more than 20 miion peope. he cgai i reonible or direcin nd 
coordinating ocia eort to poition exico it a a goba actor one that ad-
dree trategic ie or the cit throgh diaoge and internationa cooperation 
hie achieing it obectie or groth and deeopment cgai, 201. exico it 
ha igned pecic internationa cooperation agreement ith ebec in anada 
bt ao ith other bnationa entitie in the .. hicago and o Angee.
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ueo en i noer imorn ubnionl e in eico in erm o inern-
ionl ciiie   ored inernionl relion rou innin nd cooer-
tion agreement ith eera contrie bnationa goernment and internationa 
organiation. In orth America eo en ha etabihed agreement ith rit-
ih ombia and ebec in anada and ith exa in the nited tate. he area 
coered b thee agreement are diere: ith ritih ombia technoog and or-
etr in ebec edcation ctre and the econom and ith exa edcation.

A hon eera bnationa tate hae increaed their internationa actii-
tie in order to promote their interet abroad main trade and attracting oreign 
inemen bu lo ecne in re uc  e enironmen nd uinble de-
eopment a e a edcation cience and technoog among other. he pecic 
orm o cooperation range rom tinning agreement to more pecic coaboration 
and the etabihment o repreentatie oce abroad to mention bt a e. hee 
internationa actiitie ndertaen b bnationa goernment are crcia a man 
locl roblem re bein cled in ee rnnionl ce o collborion be-
teen bnationa actor rom dierent contrie.

CONCLUSIONS

ncrein economic inerion in or Americ  cilied oer orm o ine-
rion rou e cion underen b ubnionl oernmen i  occurred 
de to the ragmentation o the centra tate poer hich ha ed to the emergence 
o riou ource o uori bo  e nionl nd inernionl leel

hi artice ha examined bnationa goernment internationa reation e-
ecill iin e or Americn reion   ound  e leel o inercion 
beteen anadian proince and .. tate are er ignicant a can be een in 
the ario orm o cooperation examined here. Reation beteen anadian pro-
ince and exican tate are e ignicant a the are imited to a ma nmber o 
cooerion reemen i cn be elined b e i leel o decenrliion 
in both anada and the nited tate here bnationa goernment hae more 
capacit to ormate poicie and contro pbic pending epecia in anada. 
hereore ederaim and centraiation proed to be more reeant actor accont-
ing or the deeopment o paradipomac in the region. hi i conrmed b the 
high ee o internationa actiitie o anadian proince ith their conterpart 
in the nited tate.

e riciion o ubnionl oernmen conribue o e oernnce o 
the region throgh pace o trannationa cooperation ith other bnationa nit 
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ic in mo ce become iniuionl orum ee orum e brou o-
gether eera anadian proince and .. tate to coordinate endeaor to addre 
common chaenge in dierent area ch a the enironment natra reorce 
tainabe deeopment ecrit ctre a e a edcation cience and tech-
noog. ot o thee agreement and poicie are circmcribed to the ridictiona 
area o bnationa goernment bt at the ame time the reea a certain degree 
o uonom i rerd o e cenrl oernmen

According bnationa goernment contribte ignicant to orth Ameri-
c oernnce rou e ormulion o reionl olicie o ddre e common 
regiona chaenge mentioned aboe. In thi a bnationa goernment are in-
creaing important actor in the region goernance main throgh their inter-
nionl relion i eir counerr  ell  oer inernionl cor

A ha been hon paradipomatic actiitie are high diere and hae di-
erent motiation maing it dict to encapate ch actiitie ithin the inge 
concept o paradipomac particar conidering the characteritic and aim o 
the bnationa actor. In rther tdie it i be necear to ditingih the di-
eren ind o rdilomc
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