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Resumen

La amenaza a la biodiversidad de las areas rurales persiste
principalmente por las altas tasas de deforestacion, la
ampliaciondelafronteraagricola, ylacontaminaciondelsuelo
yagua. Los vinculos tan estrechos entre ésta con ladiversidad
cultural en los territorios de poblaciones indigenas, hacen
suponer una erosion de los saberes autdctonos, vinculados
alusoy aprovechamiento de sus recursos fitogenéticos. Este
estudio analiza el proceso de transmision e intercambio de
saberes en medicina tradicional en dos vertientes: 1) entre
integrantes de la familia; y 2) entre la medicina tradicional
y su complementariedad con la medicina alopata. El
estudio se realizo en 2013 en la region Totonaca del estado
de Veracruz. Se aplicaron 53 cuestionarios a jefes y cuatro
entrevistas a informantes clave para conocer laadquisiciony
transmision de conocimientos, asi como el acto sincrético de
la atencion mixta. Los resultados muestran que la medicina
tradicional alin representa una practica relevante para la
atencion de la salud de los miembros de las familia y son la
madre y el padre quienes propician la transmision de estos
conocimientos hacialos hijos e hijasatravés de lainduccion
en el consumo de remedios caseros; sin embargo se percibe
pérdida paulatina de saberes de sus antepasados. Aunque
la medicina tradicional se mantiene en el nivel local y poco
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Abstract

The threatto biodiversity inrural areas persists mainly by high
rates of deforestation, the expansion ofthe agricultural frontier,
and the contamination of soil and water. The so close links
between this cultural diversity in the territories of indigenous
peoples make suppose an erosion of indigenous knowledge,
linked to the use and exploitation of their plant genetic
resources. This study analyses the process of transmission
and exchange of knowledge on traditional medicine in two
ways: 1) between family members; and 2) between traditional
medicine and its complementarity with allopathic medicine.
The study was conducted in 2013 in the Totonac region
of the State of Veracruz. 53 questionnaires to heads and
four key informant interviews were applied to disclose the
acquisition and transmission of knowledge and the syncretic
actofattention. Theresults show that traditional medicine still
represents an important practice for the health care of members
of the family and are the mother and father who favour the
transmission of this knowledge to the children through the
induction consumption of home remedies; however, gradual
loss of knowledge of their ancestors is perceived. Although
traditional medicine iskeptatthelocal level and uncommercial
inpracticeto coexist with allopathic medicine, where the actors
recognize theirrespective areas of competence and benefits.



