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e ases o Femen and omen of iberia1

asgos emeninos como erramientas poticas: 
os casos de Femen  ueres de iberia
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Abstract
is paper is an anasis o te dierent as in ic eminism can e 

understood, using as eampes te cases o te eminist moements emen and 
omen o ieria. ot are distinguised  using eminine eatures as poitica 
toos, and ot ae een an issue o interest or audioisua productions. ac 
one is te main suect o to documentaries: raine is not a rotel, tat 
concerns emen moement and Pray te evil ac to Hell, tat concerns 
omen o ieria moement. I sa use tis materia in order to present eac. 
After presenting them I will analyze them in light of the de¿nition and division 
o eminism tat aren en, scoar o te niersit o aiornia, does. I 
i ten concude tat emen is an eampe o at se cas indiiduaistic 
eminism, and omen o ieria an eampe o at se named reationa 
eminism. I i aso concude tat te poitica position te aciee is aso due 
to te ranc o eminism te represent.

Key-words: eminism, emen, raine Is ot a rotel, oman o ieria, 
Pray te evil ac to Hell.

1 La elaboración de este trabajo ha contado con el ¿nanciamiento de la Comisión Nacional de 
Ciencia y Tecnología de Chile, CONICYT-PFCHA/Doctorado Nacional/2016-21160065.

2 gscaiedesmiuandes.c. ariea aiedes es doctoranda en iosoa en a niersidad de 
os ndes, ie. s proesora de ntropooga  tica,  miemro de rupo de Inestigacin en 
Filosofía Práctica en la misma universidad. Sus líneas de investigación son ¿losofía contemporánea y 
tica de a e natura. Sus timas puicaciones son: soutos morales en la Teoría Neoclásica de 
a e natura. ceptada en reista Pensamiento  García-Huidobro, .  aiedes, .: Pain and 
eaut as te uarantee o rut ceptada en e esterton Revie.
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Resumen
ste traao es un anisis de os distintos modos en ue puede entenderse 

e eminismo, usando como eempos os casos de os moimientos eministas 
emen  ueres de ieria. mos se distinguen por usar caractersticas 
emeninas como erramientas poticas,  amos an sido oeto de inters para 
producciones audioisuaes. n eecto, cada uno constitue a temtica centra 
de dos documentaes: raine is ot a rotel crania no es un urde, ue 
trata de moimiento emen  Pray te evil ac to Hell ea para ue 
el diablo regrese al in¿erno”), que trata del movimiento Mujeres de Liberia. 
sar este materia para presentar cada uno. uego os anaiar a a u de 
la de¿nición y división del feminismo que realiza Karen Offen, académica de 
a niersidad de aiornia. oncuir uego ue emen es un eempo de 
o ue ea ama eminismo indiiduaista,  ueres de ieria, de o ue 
ama eminismo reaciona. amin concuir ue a posicin potica ue 
acanan se dee tamin a a rama de eminismo ue representan. 

Palabras-clave: eminismo, emen, raine Is ot a rotel, ueres 
de ieria, Pray te evil ac to Hell.

 e monts ago, I as attending a seminar o a renoned ngis 
eminist. t a certain point, a gir in te puic rose er and and ased te 
ooing uestion: I cant understand  some omen do not recognie 
themselves as feminists. How can anyone be a woman and not want to defend 
woman’s rights?”. Her question was completely appropriate. In fact, we could 
sa, tat uestion touces one o te proems tat ies in te eart o eminism: 
tat tere is a genera conusion aout at it is eact, at does it ant, and 
o does it ant to aciee at it ants. 

ere are e concepts so used ut aso so misunderstood as eminism. 
Indeed, it seems tat te er ord, toug transerse used in poitica 
and puic speeces, rises up erent supporters, ut at te same time ears 
and reections. ere are strong and serious strugges een among te most 
entusiastic eminist actiists and tiners, and, as te preious named gir 
in te audience said, man omen oud not recognie temsees as part o 
te moement, een en, noing it or not, te oud tend to support at 
least some of the goals it intends. Partly, the reason is that under the Àag of 
eminism, omen and man men as e deend man dierent aims, using a 
mutipicit o metods, and assuming dierse and in some cases contradictor 
principes. 

Nobody doubts, nevertheless, that feminism is a political movement: 
it tries to aciee, troug a particuar puic metod, canges in societ 
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concerning omens unust situation in te ord, or in a certain countr or 
cuture. Poitica as te suragist moement o te 19t centur in urope 
and merica, tat troug massie protests caimed or te omens rigt to 
ote. Poitica as as e te rgentinian eminist moement o tat same 
century, that through the dissemination of the ¿rst anarcha-feminist newspaper 
a o de la uer e oice of te oman demanded te end o te omens 
seua and or arassment. Pan y Rosas read and Roses is a current atin 
merican anarca-eminist moement tat demand seua and reproductie 
rigts or oman troug massie protests. 

ere ae een some eminist moements tat ae used te er eminine 
eatures as a poitica too. I sa present ere to o te most reoutionar 
ones in tis centur: Femen, rainian moement or te omans ieration 
and omen of iberia, moement tat caimed or te ending o te cii ar 
in their country, and the stopping of the Blood Diamonds disaster in Sierra 
Leone. The analysis will be based on two documentary ¿lms: raine is ot a 
rotel 2013 and Pray te evil ac to Hell 2008. ese are not istorica 
documentaries. e are poitica. eir intention is not simp to inorm, ut 
to create an opinion about Femen and Women of Liberia. The ¿rst documentary 
is highly critical, though it was produced and ¿lmed by one of the militants of 
emen. e second one is audator, and tries to moe to true admiration  
te ierian eminists. 

After presenting the stories, I will analyze them in light of the de¿nition and 
diision o eminism tat aren en, a istorian rom te Institute or ender 
esearc at Stanord niersit, oers3. Her view and proposal is interesting 
for three reasons: ¿rst, because she recognizes the lack of a proper de¿nition 
o eminism and te conusion tat proem rings, so se attempts to gie an 
accurate de¿nition from an ideologically neutral ¿eld. Second, because, as a 
istorian, se incudes reeant istorica data tat aos to identi current 
eminism essentia as te same moement tan te one emerging in te mid-
19t century. And third, because her de¿nition and division of feminism helps 
understanding at eminism is, at a eminist ae in common and o 
do te dierge, in a a tat it is possie to cataogue dierent eminist 
movements in the two branches she identi¿es. 

Ukraine Is Not a Brothel: The Cry of Ukrainian Prostitutes

raines territor ad een istorica inaded  dierent uropean 
peope. In te ate 18t centur, it as progressie diided eteen ussia 

3 Offen, K. (1988). De¿ning Feminism: A Comparative Historical Approach. ins 14 1, 119-
157. Though the paper is almost twenty years old, her insights are completely current. 
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and ustria4. eore te outrea o te irst ord ar, raine as tota 
dominated  ot countries ic meant a o te rainian sodiers ad 
to ¿ght for the Allies, and the other half for the Central Powers). After the 
irst ar, ot ussia and ustria coapsed, so raine too adantage o te 
situation and started a nationa moement or te independence. It created te 
rainian Soiet Sociaist epuic, or Soiet raine uice: 2008. ut a 
cii ar uic eaened raines strengt, rougt unger, and once again 
raine as attaced to te ussian nion o Soiet Sociaists epuics in 
1922, under te eadersip o osep Stain. 

s amost eer countr in urope, te SS as ig damaged  te 
Second ord ar. conomica, te countries tat conormed te nion ere 
deastated, and te decades tat ooed te end o te reat ar produced 
an important economic decrease in te Soiet nion. is situation got een 
orse ater te reaing up o te S. raine as, economica speaing, 
tougt to e te est positioned amongst te e-SS countries ut it as 
actua te opposite. eteen 1991 and 1999, raine ent troug a deep 
crisis. It suffered serious hyperinÀation, and by 1999 its GDP had fallen to less 
than 50% the 1991 level (Magocsi 2010). Most of Ukrainian people sank in 
etreme poert, and tried to surie  oring in more tan one pace at a 
time, groing teir on ood, or artering. an omen e into prostitution, 
and man oters, o tried to eae te countr ooing or o opportunities, 
aso ended up prostituting temsees, ut aroad uice 2008. 

raines econom staed a it  te 2000s toug not compete, and 
suering some oter economic depressions, and rainian men ere ae to 
¿nd new jobs. But women didn’t. Many still ¿nd prostitution as their only way 
of living. Not only Ukrainian men sees them as prostitutes, but also the whole 
ord. Some tourists isit raine searcing teir omen, o are in man 
cases iing to meet a oreign man  Internet to marr im as a a to eae 
er countr or a etter ie5. Is in tis contet tat emen emerges, and is te 
sad acground tat raine Is ot a rotel sos  te eginning o te 
documentar.

raine Is ot a rotel as reeased on Septemer 2013, and it concerns 
te emen moement. e director is itt reen, o ormed part o te 
moement or oer a ear, and so nos it rom te inside, as e as a 
actiists. e documentar sos, in a reeaing disorganied a, o 
te main caracters o te moement see emen, and o te ee aout it. 

4 or rainian istor, c. agocsi, P.. 2010. A History of raine e and and Its Peole
2nd ed., oronto: niersit o oronto Press Suten, . 2009. raine A History. oronto: 
niersit o oronto Press uice, P. 2008. e History of raine. estport: reenood 
Plokhy, S. (2015). e ates of uroe A History of raine. New York: Basic Books.  

5 ere are, in act, man e sites oering oung urainian and, in genera, Saic omen or 
marriage. Pages suc as .russian-urainian-omen.com, .uraineoman.net or .cit-
o-rides.net are ordide non.
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reen dedicates enoug time or eac o te girs to ee ree to spea. Se 
interviews Inna Shevchenko, Sasha (Alexandra) Shevchenko, Anna Hutsol, 
Oksana Shacko, and ¿nally Victor Svyatski, whose role in Femen will come to 
light by the end of the ¿lm. 

irst ting itt reen ants to mae cear is te undenia pitiu 
situation of the Ukrainian women. She starts by ¿lming Sasha, who explains 
o raines economic coapse ed omen to prostitution, and o emen 
emerges as a desperate resource to cr or reedom. e dont ant to e seua 
oects anmore. e dont ant to e aused anmore. e ant men to 
stop seeing tem as epoitae rainian products, and start considering tem 
as eua. 

ats remarae, and at ed emen to internationa ame, is te a 
they decided to reach their objective. Green shows, in a minute of rapid Àash 
images, a summar o at emen is, at it does, and o it does it. mong te 
man pictures tat coect past protests, sit passing troug te spectators 
ees, it is possie to recognie emens motto: ur od is a oman ur 
ission is Protest ur eapon are are reasts, as e as te prase, painted 
in ac: Poitica Porn. emen moement is ordide non or eing a 
radica eminist moement ose actiist are aas gorgeous naed omen 
tat rite, painting teir are reasts, at te are protesting aout.  tat 
metod Inna Seceno epains it: its true tat nood in tis countr 
wants to listen to women. Nobody takes a woman seriously, but everyone 
ants to oo at omen. erone ants to see eautiu, se oman, naed 
oman. Sasa Seceno compements Inna: e need to do everytin e 
can so tat te ord sees raine as a countr ere naed girs protest, not 
se teir odies. 

emens protests are peaceu, in te sense tat te dont mean to urt 
or i anod, and te dont carr eapons. ut te are aggressie: te 
intend to mae as muc noise and scanda as te can in eer protest. reen 
shows in the ¿lm how some of them take place. They gather at a public place, 
ie a catedra or a puic suare, te undress, soing teir message painted 
in teir odies, and start screaming against te goernment and te urc6, or 
ust maing enoug noise to mae sure te catc eerones attention. 

It is to oresee tat te autorities did not tae te protests er e. irst 
ears, naed omen protesting ere arrested and ept in prison or a coupe 
o das das in ic, as sana Saco tes, poicemen usua it tem, 
insuted tem, and tried to touc or ause tem. ut since emen didnt mean 
to stop, te goernment enacted a a tat penaied tose protests as crimina 
acts, so activists started risking up to ¿ve years in prison, reason why Femen 
actiists started to need protection rom aers. 

6 Saic countries are main ortodo cristians. 
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Green’s ¿lm tries to be as loyal as it can to reality. Only part of her scenes 
are interies. Se uses er camera as an amateur it a moie pone oud, 
ecause se ants to so o emen ors rom te inside. Se catces te 
sceduing o te protest sometimes coering er camera or er on securit 
and er partners, in suc a a tat it is on possie to ear, ut not see 
and te Spe conersations actiists maintain. e enacting o te a tat 
criminaied protests appened ust during te production o te documentar, 
so reen as ae to capture te gances o dout among te ees o te 
actiists, ooed  inner determination. e are iing to accept prison as 
conseuence, i te must. ut reen ants to so someting ese ased on 
tat issue: te actiists parents grie.

Green ¿lms a Skype conversation between Sasha and her parents, taking 
good care not to e reaced  te actiists aptop camera. ose parents are, 
as anone coud imagine, rea concerned aout teir daugter: se migt e 
imprisoned no, so te ant to tae er ome once and or a. e ant to 
stop er meeting it Inna, and Sasas moter treatens to go to te medias 
and tell everyone about Victor. Sasha, visibly upset, hangs up. This is the ¿rst 
time the spectator hears about Victor. Green uses the opportunity to address the 
issue. Se interies Sasas moter, and er statement is enigtening:

In my opinion, Femen is an invention of Victor’s schizophrenia. He lives off 
the money that he makes from Femen. Where in his head did this come from? 
It started like a nice charitable organization […]. But Femen now is entirely 
different. Victor just yells at them. I can’t see how they are doing any good. All I 
see is the sick brain of Victor, because a normal man would never have thought 
up this method of protest. I know that he comes up with the ideas. I know for 
sure that he designs the protests, and the stupid thing is that they all listen to him 
and do what he says […]. Cry? Yes, I cry every day.

Someone coud tin tat tis are te statements o a urt, oer-protectie 
mother. But Kitty Green wants to clear every doubt. She now faces Victor and 
ten te girs aout tis particuar, deicate matter. 

Victor shows up anonymously at ¿rst. Laughing nervously, covering his 
face with a rabbit mask. But as things get serious, he takes it off. For the ¿rst 
time, e ear itts oice. Se ants eerone to ear at se is asing, ie 
i se as tring to get tousands o itnesses. Se ants eerod to ear 
and see Victor say that girls are weak, that they don’t have strength of character, 
tat te are sumissie, spineess and unpunctua, crucia poitica actors tat 
he had to teach them. Green wants everybody to know that Victor recognize 
his participation in Femen is contradictory. That his patriarchal inÀuence is the 
er same as te one te are protesting against, toug, as e eiees, is 
ep is as paradoica as undeniae, as ar or enin, ourgeoisies, ougt 
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against ourgeoisie. nd reen ants to empasie particuar te ooing 
diaogue:

Green: You once said men did everything for sex. Did you start Femen to get 
girls?
Victor: Kitty…
Green: Did you or did you not? Is this your motivation? Partly at least?
Victor: Yes! Perhaps yes, somewhere in my deep subconscious. I would be an 
idiot, I would be really dishonest, if I said deÀnitely not […]. This patriarchal 
system… it takes everything away from women, every path, every perspective, 
and leaves woman placed in a sexual pedestal. Unfortunately, that’s how it is. 

Sti, tis coud e manipuation7. Green is not satis¿ed yet. She secretly 
¿lms scenes where Victor yells and insults the girls. She ¿lms their faces of fear 
as they hear Victor’s outbursts. And ¿nally, she pushes Inna, Sasha and Oksana 
to ta aout te man tat contros a o tem. en se ass Sasa aout o 
is te rea eader o emen, Sasa douts, as se ispers itt, egging 
er it er ees. en sana is ased i emen is a eminist moement, se 
moes nerous in er seat:

Well you… you can’t really say that. In society there exist such a relationship: 
men lead women, and psychologically for women… they believe they need 
to be under a man’s control. And when we were Àrst getting started, the Àrst 
phase… I don’t think that Femen could have come about in any other way. 
We couldn’t have come up with this ourselves. We wouldn’t have done it. We 
needed that push: the help of a man. Because it’s like… the law. 

specia meaningu is te augter and resigned gance o te current 
leader of Femen, Inna Shevchenko. By the end of the ¿lm, she parodies, with 
er natura good umor:  e are against patriarc se augs. en se 
rises er ees, as in a pea. re ou a man Pease ep us. 

ious, tis is not a situation a oman tat tries to ree rom patriarca 
contro oud ant. Inna and Sasa deicate epressed teir is to ree rom 
Victor, though some of the girls seemed to doubt of Femen’s success without 
im. e a understood, neerteess, tat te ere eing mistreated, and 
someo te needed tat to stop. s e e see ater, ater te reeasing 
of the documentary, Victor’s behavior was disclosed to the world, the girls 
managed to dismiss im rom te moement, and ept aong  temsees 
muc more successu. 

7 In fact, one could wonder why Victor agreed to expose himself in such a way. That is, to say the 
least, suspicious. But, as Green would tell later in an interview, neither the girls nor Victor really knew 
what Kitty was up to by ¿lming them, so they let her do (within some limits she tried to overpass). 
When she told them she was going to release a documentary, Victor yelled and threatened her, and the 
girls treated her as a traitor (Retrieved August 9, 2016, from http://www.vice.com/read/we-spoke-to-
itt-green-aout-er-emen-documentar-uraine-is-not-a-rote.
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Pray the Devil Back to Hell: A Group of Women Fighting for Peace

ieria, capita onroia, is an rican countr ocated in te nortest 
coast o te continent8. It orders Sierra eone and uinea on te nort, 
and Ior oast on te east. oug origina it as simp ast territor 
occupied  dierent tries as most o rican soi, in te 19t centur ieria 
as ounded as a countr  te nited States, in order to send te ierated 
rican-merican saes. e cooniation process started in 1820, and ieria 
as procaimed as an independent nation on 1847.

Only 5% of the Liberian population came from America. The vast majority 
ere rican naties. ut te ne immigrants rougt merican traditions and 
cuture, so te sudue aorigines  using modern tecnoog and merican 
poitica institutions. e aso ad internaied te idea tat paer sin and air 
ere superior, and since most o tem ere mied-raced, te ere actua 
paer tan rican inaitants. So coonist estaised in teir ne countr 
te racist sstem te ad ust escaped rom, a sstem ere te, merican-
ierians, ere socia in a iger range tan te rest o te ac popuation 
(Harris 2012).  

e ne socia ierarc ad poitica conseuences. or more tan a 
century, only the elite reached the presidency, until Samuel Doe, a young man 
rom te etnica group o te ran, organied a coup against te president 
William Tolbert and his government on 1980. Doe was the ¿rst native Liberian 
president. His government was, nevertheless, extremely cruel and repressive, 
ic rougt seera reeions and, eentua, te outrea o te irst 
Civil War on 1989. War faced Doe’s Liberian army against the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), leaded by Charles Taylor. By 1990, Doe was 
captured, tortured and ied and aor ecame president in 1997 aug: 
2011). During his government, internal rebellions kept weakening Liberia, so 
he spent his whole time dealing with a Second Civil War, especially ¿ghting 
against a group o etreme ioent rees caed ierians nited  te 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD). Besides, he wanted to support rebels 
in neigor countries: aors goernment started seing miitar eapons to 
Sierra eone in ecange or its diamonds aug 2011. 

War is always a lose-lose situation. Everybody loses something in¿nitely 
more auae tan at is eentua gained. ierian omen ere ide aare 
o tat reait. or tem, ar as aas mens ting. nd in te particuar case 
of Liberia, a greedy sel¿sh men’s thing. Taylor was only thirsty of more power, 

8 or ierian istor, c. eri . 2013. Abolition and mire in ierra eone and iberia. 
Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan UK; Waugh, C. (2011). arles aylor and iberia Ambition 
and Atrocity in iberias one tar tate. London: Zed Books; Harris, D.J. (2012). ivil ar and 
Democracy in West Africa: conÀict resolution, elections and justice in Sierra Leone and Liberia. New 
York: Tauris Academic Studies.
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and LURD group, though self-proclaimed as the liberators of the country, 
as ust a arge and o armed ids, motiated on  greed. e ad teir 
on agenda: reacing asoute poer and eat troug terror. nd ierian 
peope, especia omen and cidren, ere te ones o suered te most. 
Hunger, violations, murder, mutilations were some of the many horrors this 
peope aced eer da. 

Pray te evil ac to Hell is a documentar, reeased in 2008 and 
directed  ini eticer, tat tes te unnon stor o a group o ierian 
omen, angr and tired o seeing teir cidren, teir amiies and teir riends 
suer.  group o omen tat, aare o teir gender, decided to put an end to 
te massacre, and actua did, using te on to eapons te ad: praers 
and emininit. 

e are moters, grandmoters, aunts and sisters. or us, tis is on te 
eginning. it tose ords ema oee, oung moter o to itte 
cidren, intended to persuade te group o omen se ad managed to gater 
in te ristian curc se attended. Se ad ad a dream: someone tod 
er tat se as to gater eer oman in er curc and start praing or 
peace. Se caed te initiatie ristian omen or Peace. at as a se 
aimed to do. at se didnt epect as te moement to tae orce  itse. 
usim omen uic oined te group, caiming tat te coud ep it 
teir praers, toug dierent, ecause tat as a proem tat aected eer 
oman in ieria, not on ristians. So, te moement started to gro 
and as named omen o ieria. 

ter seera praing meetings, orried ecause te ar as getting 
worse, Women of Liberia organized their ¿rst peaceful protest for peace. They 
tied up teir airs and didnt ear maeup, nor cooru dresses. e ore 
ite, to epress teir intention or peace. In pri 2003, tousands o ristian 
and usim ierian omen started to sit, da ater da, at president ares 
aors a. eir pacards said omen o ieria ant peace no. ut 
aor ust ignored tem. 

oee sudden came up it a dierent idea. Peraps te aced 
poitica poer, ut te did ae eminine poer. e said to omen: one 
a or anoter, ou ae a poer as a oman. nd tat poer is to den 
our od to our man, and te im  ou den it to im. I ou ae 
an poer to stop te ar, ou must use it. oees argument as tat 
ar as eer mans guit, eiter or commission or or omission. ae 
teir usands erent sooting guns, ut some a or anoter tere as 
someting te coud do, as men. nd te, as omen, ere going to press 
tem to do ateer necessar. nd it ored. en started to react to teir 
spouses pressure: te conessed teir ies at ome aout at te 
ere doing, or at te didnt ecause te coudnt ep it. nd omen 
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responded it positie reinorcements toards teir usands: at east its 
a good eginning. 

Despite the shy efforts of the Women’s husbands, war was still advancing. 
Charles Taylor and the LURD group refused to negotiate, even when there were 
no internationa cas to do so. omen o ieria moed one step orard, 
and sent an of¿cial statement to the government demanding the dialogue to 
take place. In addition, they intensi¿ed their peaceful marches, adding more 
omen in ite eer time. aor coud not ignore tem anmore: te ere 
too man, and too isie, so e agreed to meet te eaders. oee ne 
aor e enoug to no tat e coud receie er smiing and i er te 
minute ater. ar rom rigtening, se prepared er speec careu, tining 
tat tat meeting as te est se coud eer ae ased or. In a puic act, 
se anded aor a document it te omens reuest: te president ad to 
participate in te tas tae. Surprising, aor consented: e tougt it as 
not prudent to reuse oees demand, ecause omen o ieria counted 
it too man supporters a aong te countr.

Negotiations started in Ghana, most of the African leaders were present, 
and te moement managed to get some o te omen to trae and mae 
presence and pressure. e resumed teir protests in ite, ut te aso did 
underlying diplomatic and political work: they talked unof¿cially with the 
main rican eaders, going rom one ote to anoter. In tat a, te ere 
perect adised o eer moement, eer pan, and te used tat inormation 
to negotiate eteen ands. eir metods ere so serious, and te used teir 
inteigence and sot aiities so e, tat dusaami uaar, te main 
eader directing te negotiation tae, recognies: e too omen compete 
serious. I sa tem as aies, as mediators. e considered tat omen ere 
doing someting positie, tring to mae men reason. 

During negotiations, Taylor was accused of war crimes in Sierra Leone, 
and oice as spread tat e as aout to e prosecuted internationa. ter 
hearing the rumors, Taylor run back to Liberia and intensi¿ed his army, which 
made situation in ieria muc orse and more ioent. eanie in ana, 
ater mont and a a o diaogues and no agreements, te parts ere tired 
and discouraged. ut omen started to get nerous ecause te ne o 
unearae te situation in ieria as. e created a arrier around te 
negotiation eaduarters, and rising arrest, demanded uic soutions: nood 
as eaing te uiding unti tere as some adance. uaar endorsed 
tem, and to ees ater, te parts signed te negotiations terms on ugust 
18t, 2003. Terms were the following: Taylor was going to be exiled to Nigeria, 
the United Nations would pacify Monrovia, and a temporary government 
oud organie democratic eections.
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omen o ieria ad ad teir ictor, ut ater returning to ieria, te 
still had work to do: supervise carefully the United Nations paci¿cation and 
disarmament process, te temporar goernment and te peace treat, ecause 
peace is someting tat must e uit. Poitica treaties oudnt guarantee it. 
As one of the activists express: “we must accept the ¿ghters among us. We 
cannot e resentu. nd toug sometimes I reuse to orgie tis gus, ten I 
tin: o can e moe orard i e dont. esides, as ar as oee sa 
te issue, it as men o made a mistaes. e rougt ar, poert, pain, 
eerting. is time, omen ere iing to do tings dierent.

ina, te got inoed in te eections. rganiing a strong campaign, 
and taing adantage o te respect te ad earned among teir countrmen, 
te ere ae to put en onson-Sirea as te aorite candidate. n 
November 8t 2005, Johnson-Sirleaf is elected as the ¿rst female president of 
Liberian history. On 2011, Leymah Gbowee received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
In an interview for the International Day of Women, the feminist leader said:

The Liberian women peace movement demonstrated to the world that grassroots 
movements are essential to sustaining peace; that women in leadership positions 
are effective brokers for peace; and the importance of culturally relevant social 
justice movements. Liberia’s experience is a good example to the world that 
women –especially African women– can be drivers of peace9.

Analyzing Movements from a Feminist point of view: Individualistic 
and Relational Wings

At ¿rst glance, it would seem there is almost nothing, or very little, in 
common eteen emen and omen o ieria. ompete dierent groups, 
it tota dierent stories, aims and metods, and et ot considered eminist 
moements10. This is perfectly consistent with the ¿rst idea I mentioned ahead: 
tat its not eas to no eact at eminism is. s or te documentaries, 
one migt tend to identi raine is ot a rotel it eminism, etter tan 
Pray te evil ac to Hell. Nevertheless, the latter is considered as a highly 
eminist documentar in te critics. urtermore, it is ema oee, rater 

9 (2014, March 8). Retrieved July 22, 2016, from http://www.globaleducationmagazine.com/
international-women´s-day-interview-leymah-gbowee/

10 It is interesting to notice tat omen o ieria, and in genera, rican omen moements 
ae een recognied as eminists  estern indiiduaistic eminists, ic consider tose 
moements as te seed o teir muc more adanced eminism. s or rican omen, te are uite 
indierent aout o estern peope name tem: te are more interested in acieing teir aims 
tan to inestigate teir poitica ae. or a estern eminist insigt o rican gender moements, 
c. Mikell, G. (1995). African Feminism: Toward a New Politics of Representation. Feminist 
Studies,21(2), 405-424. 
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than Inna Shevchenko, the one that has received prizes, not just the Nobel Peace 
Prie, ut aso te ruer igts o omen Prie11 2009 and te omens 
eNews Leaders for the 21st Century Award (2008), among many others. How 
can e consider eminism in a a tat emraces ot moements and ot 
documentaries e niersit o aiornia istorian, aren en, attempts 
to de¿ne feminism as 

A concept that can encompass both an ideology and a movement for sociopolitical 
change based on a critical analysis of male privilege and women’s subordination 
within any given society […]. Feminism opposes women’s subordination to 
men in the family and society, along with men’s claims to deÀne what is best 
for women without consulting them; it thereby offers a frontal challenge to 
patriarchal thought, social organization, and control mechanisms. It seeks to 
destroy masculinist hierarchy but not sexual dualism (Offen 1988: 151). 

It is possie to consider as a eminist, in ens opinion, an person o 
can demonstrate it actions tat: 1 e or se accepts omans opinion on 
societ as auae, despite te roe tat traditiona as een gien to er 
2 e or se is conscious and upset aout ineuait tat omen ie eore 
mascuines priiege 3 e or se taes concrete actions in order to deeat suc 
inequality (Offen 1988). Seen that way, it is now possible to ¿nd a common ¿eld 
ere emen and omen o ieria can stand togeter. nd aong it tem, 
Simone de Beauvoir and Edith Stein, Virginia Woolf and Sor Juana Inés de la 
ru. e a sare te purposes en suggests as reuirements or eminism. 
But, how is it that those ¿gures differ so much? Many Christian women, for 
eampe, oud ee deep inspired  Steins or oees eminism, and 
reect eauoirs or Secenos. e merican scoar epains tat. Se 
distinguises eteen to categories, to distinct modes o discourse tat 
eminism as adopted in ea o omens emancipation. Se cas tese to 
categories ‘relational’ feminism and ‘individualistic’ feminism. The ¿rst wants 
to empasie omans rigts and contriutions as omen, pscoogica, 
psica and emotiona dierent, tereore compementar, to men.  
relational feminist ¿rmly endorses the idea that there is a human nature, and it 
is eiter eminine or mascuine. Societ ors e on i it recognies suc a 
dierence, and it grants eua aue and rigts to ot sees. 

In other words, relational feminism combined a case for moral equality of 
women and men with an explicit acknowledgement of differences in women’s 
and men’s sexual functions in society […]. Increasingly, relational feminists 
called for governmental programs that would bolster and enhance women’s 

11 e ruer igts o omen Prie is an annua aard, gien  te ruer oundation rom 
the University of Yale, to those persons who have made signi¿cant contributions to achieve gender 
euait. 
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performance of procreative functions even as they argued that other avenues for 
life-work must also be available to women (Offen 1988: 139). 

n te oter and, indiiduaistic eminism ocuses in persona autonom, 
reecting eer traditiona gender roe, especia incuding procreatie 
unctions and its responsiiities. n tis asis, indiiduaistic eminism sees 
the exaltation of every individual right and personal ful¿llment in any way 
chosen. Nature is, for individualistic feminism, seen as an obstacle and an 
enem, ecause it ods a inar distinction eteen sees tat ineita eads 
to a gender-roe diision aas controed  a patriarca poer. oug ot 
indiiduaistic and reationa eminism ae te same istorica roots tat is, 
te consideration tat omens situation in cuture is unust due to poitica 
institutions rued  men, situation tat coud e canged it certain poitica 
actions as en epains, te indiiduaistic arguments seem to e, since te 
1970s, te on poitica correct eteen te merican omen. It is aso te 
one that has more power in the current century, and the general identi¿cation of 
te oe eminist moement it its indiiduaistic ing oud epain  
omen tat stand or ami, marriage and maternit tend to oppose eminism. 
ut, as en points out, te ast decade o istorica scoarsip teaces 
us tat to oo on to indiiduaist eminism is to miss te ric istorica 
compeit o protest concerning omens suordination, een in te ngis-
speaking world. It constitutes one important band, one signi¿cant possibility, 
on te road spectrum o eminist tougt en 1988: 138.

e to documentaries cosen and te eminist moements te present 
are good eampes o eac ind o argument. emen represents indiiduaistic 
eminism, ecause te are reast metod in a certain a tries to suugate 
nature to te indiiduas on purposes in a doue a. irst, since emen girs 
are iing using teir od as a poitica too, ten od eongs to a nature 
categor tat is susceptie o eing used in te a te indiidua ises ic 
impies, o course, a duaistic diorce eteen od and se. Second, emen 
girs demand men to oo straigt at tem, naed, and not see tem as seua 
desirae ut poitica and etica auae, caim ic is a disregarding o 
te nature o seuait, particuar mens seua ioog12. 

12 emen girs do see to prooe. e ca teir metod setremism. ut te use it to prooe 
patriarchy into open conÀict by forcing it to disclose its aggressive antihuman nature to fully discredit it 
in te ees o istor . Seist ste o te actions is a a to destruct te patriarca understanding o 
what is the destination of female sexuality to the bene¿t of the great revolutionary mission. Extremal nature 
o setremism demonstrates inteectua, pscoogica and psica superiorit o emae actiists rom 
FEMEN over the bandogs of patriarchy” (Retrieved September, 1st 2016, from http://femen.org/about-
us/. Suc an assessment impies te idea tat mens a o iing seuait tat is, atcing omens 
naed od and seua desire er is depraed and antiuman in itse, ecause it eads men to ant to 
possess omen and use tem as oects. emen girs seem to identi mens seua ioogica unctioning 
with sexual perverted and violent actions. By treating the second as the ¿rst, they try to impose some sort of 
seua morait toards mens ioogica a o iing seuait, ic te reect and despise.
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e ormer regards on emen in its metod, not in its origina aim. s 
ar as te documentar presents emens aim, te rainian girs reuests 
were perfectly understandable. Nevertheless, after raine is ot a rotel
was released, Victor Sviatsky had to left Femen, and the current leaders are 
Inna and Sasha Shevchenko. Without Victor’s commands, the girls started 
to ead emen in te directions te anted. oug it ad aas een in 
its agenda, emen started to mae ord tours more oten, to stand or te 
rigts o  peope, and or ree aortion. emen moement started to 
mae presence and gain ne eaders and actiists itin amost a urope 
and merica as e. e aim o te moement roadened, and no not on 
its metod, ut aso its goas suggest indiiduaistic eminism, or it no 
doesnt on reuires oman to e taen serious  societ, ut it ants 
omen and men to e reeased o eer traditiona seua roe. It soudnt 
e an surprise, toug, ecause te er metod te ere using aread 
impied te nature o od as usae at i. 

omen o ieria, on te oter and, represent reationa eminism 
ecause its a moement tat tries to gie a oe countr te care o a moter. 
ot its goas gaining a peaceu enironment to orm teir amiies and raise 
teir cidren and its metods reea eminism in its attempt to mae societ 
appreciate at omen can do en te see and do tings teir a. ierian 
feminists never intended to ¿ght for individual rights, and even less to get rid 
o teir roe as moters and ies. n te er contrar: te entered poitics 
precise ecause te anted to protect tose aspects o teir ies. nd or 
tem, ot tings erent incompatie. Instead, te ere compementar: 
omen coud do etter poitica or tan men at tat particuar moment 
ecause te ne etter tan men o ami ored and at it needed 
desperate, and ence, at societ needed desperate. 

Poitica speaing, it is interesting to anae i te moements acieed 
a poitica reeant position and .  insigt is tat emen girs, toug 
increasing amous, aent reaced poitica respect13. Initia, tat coud e 
epained  te reait o te moement tat raine Is ot a rotel came 
to igt, tat is, tat is as actua a patriarca moement controed  a 
ioent dominatie man. at coud ae diminised emens success ecause 
o its inner contradiction. ut te main proem is not tat contradiction, ut 
te one tat concerns prostitution and pornograp. Since emen girs use
teir on naed od or poitica reasons, or its te est a or tem to 

13 is coud e arguae precise due to teir ame. emen girs are caed rom amost eer 
countr in urope to mae and sette teir trademared protests, and te do generate poitica 
pressure. ut I dont understand ere poitica success or poitica respect in terms o genera 
support or noise generated.  point ere is to so eter te earned mens respect as eua 
auae rom an etica, socia and poitica ground or not, ecause, in te end, tat is te oe point 
o a eminist moement.  
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catc mens attention in order to stop getting prostituted, te are, in a poitica 
a, eua seing teir odies or a goa. e are sti using teir odies to 
catc mens ees, creating poitica porn, as reen soed at te eginning 
of the documentary. Even without Victor’s presence, these girls cannot escape 
rom eing epoited, ecause te epoit temsees iing. at oious 
contradiction eteen goa and metod is te true reason, rom m point o 
ie, tat doesnt ao emen to earn poitica respect. e a men treat 
tem rom te ast poiceman tat cas tem ores unti te egisatie 
poer tat criminaied tem is a sign o tis. 

itt reen is not te on emen actiist tat as tried to ring te 
inner ie o emen to igt14. On 2015, the ex-leader of Femen Brazil, Sara 
inter, reeased a sort digita oo named Vadia, Não! Sete vezes que fui 
traída elo feminismo (“Not a Whore! Seven Times That I Was Betrayed 
 eminism. Se intends to sare te eind-scenes o current eminist 
Brazilian movement” (Winter 2015: 1), because, during the years she spent as 
eader o te moement, se earned tat se ad to e rigtened o eminism. 
Her main message is to show that Femen’s feminism (and, from her point of 
view, feminism itself, since she identi¿es it with the individualistic branch) 
is not rea interested in rea troued omen, ut in a genera ideoog tat 
doesnt rea ep omen ut destros tem. e reason is not on tat te 
use temsees. In a e ears, tat disguised ioence against omen reaced 
ne orions. inter sos tat te eminism se ne rom te inside is 
perect iing to pscoogica iuidate an oman o, noing or 
not, dierges rom te epected discourse or eaior. e seen capters o 
te oo sos seen eampes in ic tat inconsistenc eteen speec 
and actions taes pace. or Sara, te damages o suc incoerence reaced 
her life. She made herself a feminist thinking that she would ¿nd a solace in 
er troued past, tat se as going to e understood and accompanied as 
a oman  er eminist partners. ut se ound erse used, compeed to 
do at se oudnt do  er on i ie taing drugs someting se 
aas reused to do, despite te pressure, or decaring erse iseua in 
order to ae crediiit, and een seua arassed  a esian. Se on 
ound indiidua interests and interested reationsips ere se tougt se 
would ¿nd true friendship. “I suffered cold, and remained seated by a corner 
atcing peope pass troug, drining, app, auging and umping, ie 
I cried deastated itout understanding  a oman, a eminist, a sister o 
¿ght, had abandoned me in hunger, tiredness and cold, so much cold. Shouldn’t 
se seter me, ep me Se ust easi canged me or se and drugs inter 

14 It is important to sa tat itt reen neer intended to ring emen don. Se as on 
trying to unmask Victor, not the movement itself. She is still part of the Femen movement, which she 
eiees is a etter and soid institution no Satsi is gone.
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2015: 21). By the end of her ‘career’ in Femen, a few mistakes in her behavior 
and using of language led her to total rejection among her Àag sisters. She was 
aout to commit suicide seera times. In Sara inters opinion, er actiist 
partners in emen and eminist moements aied in te most important issue, 
precise te one te soud neer ai in: protecting omen, ecause, as I said 
aoe, teir poitica metod and aim ends up using omens odies and, as 
inter sos, minds and ideas as e.  

In te ast decades, indiiduaistic eminism tat as aas tried 
to eradicate te gender-roe traditionaism ae ocused in empasiing 
indiiduas autonom and rigts in coosing teir a o iing teir seuait, 
caiming tat gender is noting ut a cutura construction. In teir attempt 
o giing teir demands piosopica grounds, indiiduaistic eminists ae 
adopted Derrida’s deconstructionist philosophy, Foucault’s understanding of 
se, and reuds and acans pscoanast metod. eminists tiners ie 
Judith Butler, Iris Marion Young or Joan Scott have ended up concluding 
tat gender roes are cutura, ut so is se itse15. Hence, natural differences 
eteen men and omen in eer tinae a are compete urred 
and roen. oug te idea as to gain compete euait and asoute 
autonom, tis attempt ends up etraing omen instead. Since ioogica and 
pscoogica dierences are anised in order to aoid an gender roe to 
e imposed to omen or men to incude ere ga and transgender peope 
in genera, ten te possiiit or omen to ae a socia aue precise 
ecause o teir gender aso anises, and tereore, te er aim o eminism 
is deconstructed aong it genders, sees and suects. emen girs, as te 
image o indiiduaistic eminism, aso represent it in its conseuence: se-
destruction. It is the ¿erce searching for the self whatever the consequences 
tat eads indiiduaistic eminist to anniiation, ecause in its discourse it 
aims to protect omen in societ, ut in practice it deconstructs tem and een 
arms tem, as Sara inter sos, i te dierge rom at indiiduaistic 
eminism ae decided is acceptae to sa and do or acieing teir purpose. 
s a conseuence, te damage te indiidua  staunc tring to protect 
indiiduaism. 

Since societ gets armed en indiiduas do, te ormer sos  
man omen, tose tat oud norma tr to marr, ae cidren, diide 
tasks in their homes with their husbands, ¿nd a job, and receive a fair salary 
in teir orpaces, ee some sort o ear or reection toards indiiduaistic 
feminism. Yet, that should not be a reason for those women to reject feminism 
in genera. s omen o ieria demonstrated to te ord, omen deending 
teir rigts and pace in societ can improe it. In a coupe o ears, omen 
o ieria acieed at emen asnt in amost a decade. esides stopping 

15 is is at udit uter caed perormatiit or ueer teor. 
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a ar ic soud e enoug  itse, te earned internationa respect 
from political ¿gures all around their continent, complete social acceptance, 
and enough political intervention to gain votes for the ¿rst female president in 
teir countr. eir metod as compete in accordance it teir goa: te 
anted peace, te oud aciee it peaceu. e anted teir eaders to 
e reasonae, te used reason. nd, as eer eminist, te anted men to 
recognie te ort o a omans or, so te gae te est o temsees 
using reason proper and strengt o caracter, ie men do16, ut adding 
empat and care or te ea as eua important aues17. 

ne coud argue tat, ust as emen girs reinorced te image o omen 
as prostitutes  eaing as suc, omen o ieria reinorced at te same 
time gender stereotpes  eaing peaceu, gent, and een using teir 
body as their husband’s sexually pleasurable source. Nevertheless, that would 
on e true i te aent moed into te poitica and puic spere, acting 
dierent rom at omen ere epected to, regarding teir gender roe. 
ats interesting o teir a o proceeding is tat te did rea some o te 
traditiona gender roes ic is  e can ca tem eminists according 
to Offen’s de¿nition–, but only those that didn’t allow women to provide a 
genuine socia contriution. eir metods and aims erent deeoped in 
a a tat attempted against temsees as omen. is is consistent it 
reationa eminism: omen can aso contriute to societ, not diminising or 
annulling what men do, but adding complementary values. Yet, for the word 
compementar to ae a meaning, it is necessar to recognie and respect 
ot te simiarities and te dierences eteen te sees. 

ema oee and omens o ierias reuests and metods aso 
impied te consideration tat tere are iger aims tan mere indiidua 
interests that are worth ¿ghting for. In fact, the extreme searching for own 
interests can ead to serious damage to societ, and at men and omen 
soud consider is to e ae to uid teir ies itin a eat communit 
tat aso atces oer amis and neigors eare. Peraps tis is te most 
important dierence eteen emen as indiiduaistic eminism and omen 

16 oug oee oud sa tat, in tis particuar case, men erent using neiter reason nor 
rea strengt o caracter. So, i te oudnt or e not een in tose aspects, omen o ieria 
oud ae to repace tem aso in reasonaeness and strengt. 

17 e act tat empat and care or te ea are eminine eatures is ig deated, precise 
ecause it is argued tat tere are eminine or mascuine personait eatures at a or een eminine 
or masculine physical features, as queer theory mentioned above defends). Here I am taking position, 
itout deending it to aoid deepening in te matter, in aor o te eistence o suc pscoogica 
and personait eatures according to gender. or iterature aout tis particuar suect, c., or 
example, Hoffman, M. (1977). Sex Differences in Empathy and Related Behaviors. Psycoloical 
ulletin 84(4):712-722; Koehn, D. (1998). Rethinking Feminist Ethics: Care, Trust, and Empathy. 
ondon: outedge Strauss, . 2004. Is mpat endered and, I so,  n pproac rom 
eminist Pscoogica ntropoog. Ethos, 32(4), 432-457; Thompson, A. (2003). Caring in 
ontet: our eminist eories on ender and ducation. Curriculum Inquiry, (1), 9-65.
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of Liberia as relational feminism: that while Femen ¿ghts for the bene¿t of 
part o te popuation, tat is, omen toug, as Sara inter sos, een 
that is uncertain: it would be more accurate to say that they are ¿ghting only 
for personal activists’ bene¿t but in groups), Liberians worked for the good of 
te oe communit. e coud ten concude tat, or poitica aims, omen 
i gain a pace in communit once te participate actie, as ierians did, 
in the public sphere as reasonable citizens that search the bene¿ts of the whole 
popuation te are part o. 

ne coud onder eter is ort, or een possie to use te ord 
eminism to reer to its reationa ranc, since indiiduaistic eminism 
seems to have completely taken over the term. Yet, if Karen Offen is right, 
orgetting reationa aspects o eminism is not on to orget its origin, ut 
aso to miss auae aspects o te moement tat coud e endorsed  man 
omen tat no tend to reect eminism. urtermore, since indiiduaistic 
eminism inerent entais se-destruction, reationa eminism ideas and 
contriutions coud e a a or te moement to sae itse. nd since current 
puic poicies, at east in estern societ in genera, ae not on accepted 
ut are aso encouraging omens inoement in eer socia roe, reationa 
eminism coud ae ig proaiities o success. Paradoica, its greatest 
enem oudnt e patriarc no, ut indiiduaistic eminism, against ic 
reationa eminism soud need to oppose to protect amiies and omen.   
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