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«1 escaped ;11 a coffin».
Remembering Angolan

Forced Labor from the 19405

Jeremy Ball
DicJ....tIN 'l1 LUnC~l', LUA



. [ U (,Sl'apt'Í mml Cd il:ao... Recordando o Trabalhu Forrado Angolano desde O!I anos

de 19-10

O trabalho toreado em Angolol no período colonial era inlame pela sua cruelda­

de, me-me entre tl'O regures cotoníais ero África. Corno n ...uhado da guerra civil , no

entamo, p'luca~lui"'l tem ..ido feita qut' exploro romo O'> antigo- rrubalhadoros
recorde rn d eua -ervidán em hi..torta parttthada-, e n,HTdti",l'" orals. Recolher l~"'1S

metT1l\ri a"i {> crucial p'lr.l .1 hL"'turiU~7dfid angolana porque a ú ltima gerecáo de tra­

belhadon... fun;adO'O (da década de 1950) l'SI.' d rnortcr em n úmeros cre-cenn..~.

B.1seddd num proecto l,~tt..'n<;i\·n dl' his toria mal. conduzído pelo autor nas pmvfn­

Da!'> dl·8t'tlRtlci.l , Huarnbo e- Bi{> (Feven-in...[unho 2((16), t'...h.' artígo an.J1iSol como os

trabelhadore, fnn;adO!'> ,m~lIla~ rccordam d !'<Ud !ot:'fVidJo 1;" nvnntam d" "U,lS d rver­

Y.'" t'stratt~dspara sobn.·vi"·l'r. induindo hist ória-, p"·s,"Odi..de fuga t' a cnJifica,an da

res¡..téncía ern cancóes. Alérn de documentar e anahsar modos de {')(pn"SS.'o OJlnU I1_"ó

entre as SU.lS memorias, ~ll' artígo argumenta tlue a na turc..za de ~nl'nl d06 !.l-'O'i

ll.'gIml;"S de rrabalho determina (e dill'n'TlCi.l).,'i mcmonas dr... bomere, e da.. mul­
here, qlld~ um ml'in século dcpoe,

As memóría-,do colonialt ...mo s.'u também complkadas dl·\'id\) .1\1 -ofrimcntc trc­

rncndo dos anos da gUl'rra dvit c o fracaseo da Angola indlopt'fldt'nlc reeliz..ar mut­

las da-, expectativas gcredas r",.[.l índepc ndén d a. F...tl' texto af}..'"Uml'ntd qm' as reel i­

dades ectuais ín ñuenci em como e de qut" forma os trabafhadores recordam o trabal ­

hu forcado e u colonialismo portugués.

• , ('Scllllt'd i" ,. COffill'" Remernbering Angol,1n Forced Labor fmm lb", 19-1&.

FormE ÚlhJt' ínOII{IIIj¡,1A rr.\'ol¡1 1I 'llS íllfilltltlll!l l ilr its crllt'/tv. rt 'l'll ¡mI\JIIX ,, '{¡mini rrximt"S

in Africa. As a rrstdt oi civil U'lIr, /¡mnn.,.. litti, m;mrrh IIJIS llJ'1 lf'llt tll tlrat C'X1'/0 1l:"S Irm1 ' fi'r*
/fIl'T 1ohc.'rt'!"S remcmtcr t/u';,· SI'n'itwlr lTl s/ulTl'i1lif,"ü'S 'Iml crro/ 1Il1rmflrrs. Coll¡'l"tmg t/1t'St'

mt'm."it~ if, critícelfi" AnSI!l.mlltslorit':('l'1'lty ® III...• t/rr /¡¡"t .'(I7Im d. '" offirrm f /(w..rrrrs
ffrrJm tire 19.;0.,; i:tl dyirl8 at illff't'il."l'd rate';. 8a<;f.oJ 1m .m l'xfl'w.;p, om/ llisttJry 'Jn1j«'t Cl l/t­

dllctetf by tll1' ald"or irr Brrr8/1t'ftl, /1/111111/10, alld Riti 1',m';r¡n'S (Frl'rwlty·ll11lt' 2fMJ6J. t1lis

plq ....,.IlJUl/y-..n IltJI(' AII.\'OImr fi lm oJ /" />t.,"7"5 rrnlt'lllbt., tlrrir St71.>itudt' lJlld nUIIIIlIs tJlár mr*
ious st rat,'gU'Sfi'" fiun,jnz/, IIIdl/llius:lJtT'St11W/ fitl 'rÍl'!l ¡Jf~111~ al'tl Iltl' t'tlcnli'lXlifrrsistam"t
in so"s:. /t, II.MitUIII hl .1I'1C.11'1/l'lltiPlK¡lIId illlaJy::.illg COIfmlll" m,>t.'!l an/iltl8 tllt'i, 'm711(1rU~ ..
tJti'l ' lOpt.,. (/"Xut'S tll,d IJw g¡'I rllm',1 flu/Uf!' L11 t1wir ln lr~ n'Xil1/t'S JdlTIII;llt'S (alll l 11~I]¡'ml t'­

ates) flU' mt·rr1t.m (Jf tllt.'Sf· m(", "lid UUIIII'JI flMrlya Iwlf<t'lltury later.

MI'II/J:wic'S tlfrnllll illlif,/11 ¡In- afs;,1romlllim tl~f "y I/lt' trtm¡'ndlJl¡s SlIffrrillX ''1 tlll' al'if ¡¡'tIr
yMrs• •m,1 t/wp i/un' o/ ¡"dl1"'1ldl"lrt AII,I,'{l/tI fil III('I·t ntmlYof 1111' t'XI>t.'ftll tiorlS .~II('tlJ tl'l1 t>y
¡"tI11"'lItlt'l lrt'. nli;; ,~11't.T 11rgm'S Ilml m rrcllt mlfitÍl-s mjll/t'JIe/.' I/Ou' aJlt/ ll'lultfimtu'TI"oor.
m n""17Ifl"" abtlld Ji trml ltlhc." lJ llfl PI'1rtugw-'S/' Cof¡lflilrlism.



1nlroduction

Tbe transinon from slavc-besed eccoorrnes, wbetbcr in ~ Amencas or Africa,

wa.. never .lS simple as ebohnon implies. In m.my place, filmleT slolVeoi -erved

apprennce pcríods foe yt".lN, and in others, ...han....-roppmg arrangoments rneant

worklng condíticns aOO tl..... pri\'i!lo'gl'o; accordcd frw pcr-ons eludcd formcr ...laves .

Pl'rha po> no part uf the wor1d bettcr exemptifled tht· muddy wa ters uf Ihis tra n..it íou

than cokeuat Angola . Portugal. m .l' otJU'T colonial p'lWl'f'ó in Arrice. abolisbed slav­

\ '1)'. yl1 !>till wanted acccse to African.o;' labor pOWN. 1'ht.· most effccnve meare- lo

t'I1S11n' atU'" was tl1l' bead lol"- known in l'ortugue-e Anr;ol".l" tbe ¡"'postll i",J¡~'1.,'a

Inative ta ... l. Uy requtrtng .111 African rm-n In pay th ís tax in r'ortu gUt'!'*' rum'(ll:Y the

govemment m ',lll...1a sltu atíon in whkholargc ~'lt-·n,-"t.'gt:' of men in al\Ygiven )'t.'M

could only eam the specíe needed te pay tht.. tax by goinR I II wnrk for il colonial

t'mplu)'l'l'. 01' cour-c, rompt'1ling1"-"llptl'IO work for \tIW wa~ al undcsirable ¡obs in

di..tantlocation.. fmm tbcírhomcs and fnmilics rvquirod more than»irnply a lawTlu­
I'ortugue-e constructed a rlL1wnrk lo enforce therr requtrements and tu deliver labor.

11 was th¡!> retwork 01' colonial adrrun¡..tratore and African pohcenwn (nl1flt"S; -ang.
tipaJiJ) who enforced the systcm, ufll'll b rul .1 Ily, lo eusun- complíance. woencn were

no! exernptcd. end in fact, il was women and dlildR.'l1 whu buiU and rna íntetned

rnuch of Angcla's extcre..ive road "'y!>ll'T11.

Tbe dctaíb, of how Angol án forrod labor funcnoned ha .. b...-n wel l docu men ted

by im 'l ':>lig.1tive ccmmiv-ícns, me,.....tonario..... and Angolen reportee, nnd civil ....-r­
vants. One 1,1CUtld,. however; i.. how forced I"btm.'ro; uwm...-lve.. viewed tlu-«yctcm.

Dio, for ecamplo, tm....... mcn and wornen han.' cpportun íbes te rcsist? How did the

<ystem effcct diffcren tty men and worncn? Out' tu thl' fact that fo rced labor wa.. <1bol·

ishe,:! in 1%1, ml'mon...... <1n' filtl'n-d thnlugh .1 h.llt o 'nlul)' uf lit...·, indutljn~ WM,

ind'-p.'Jldcn(L', .md thl' n lfici.11ml'mory uf roloni.lli..m . With I ht.~ c.w t..11.... thi !> papt'r

.lrgut'S lh.1' men .lOd W(lult'n ha"l' distinrt ml'rnori~ha~'lt ttf1 thl'ir ~,'ntll-wd t'xf'l"
rit-ncc llf fum-"lJ 1,]1'101'. HlIwl'\'l'r, funn,'r f(11"O.,ti I.IDoR·N, fmm .Kro·..... a hu~l;;' g l'o­

~.lphkal¡u 't'a d..'SOibc lht· ...lml· b.1sic Ill'twurk uf oppn......i(ln. Wnrl... MIl1~ l,lrTll....ltl-od

..uffl'rin~ anl' qll~tiunt'd the work tl-girnl'. bul so f.u a.. m )' inlt·n·il"'Wl'\.'S attl'stl"lJ,

tlley d id nul d in.'C1I)· rnil llmf;l' ti"l(' <;yo;h'm. lht.·lilll· bt-1Wl't11 survivill .md n...i,tanrt'

W.1, ottl'n blum'd as wdl. FuI',·x¡lInple• •1 womln who .1¡;I\'\.--d to sll"t"J' wilh .1 c1¡.wio

1 11' 1""fl¡lIltaz (ton·m.m ) in nn il'r to ~t't ou t IJf~din~ nldd cnn..ln¡ctlon. 11lt:' llT\1y d car

.lI,.1 uf re-istanCl! was to rk.oe (fugir).Ctllltr.lct Wur\...l'rs Clltl1mun!) I'Jl.l,td......od thi !> uption.

,md oflt'n w('nt to~.lt It."ny;ths lo n"kX'dle tu m'w ,H...trict... and t(lwn... in ord..'r tlt

l'vade the a u thori til'S.

So-cal1l.'d ~ grey" rn"'lT1ories I'mph.1siJ".l' m1ll'lially bl'tter off times unt1l.'r ml(lni.ll ·

i..Ol; in tht.. wuros uf ooe ¡ntl·í"...·W. .... .."1 It·....1 in th.......• d.1Y" w..' h.1d t'l1\1U~h lo t'"t...

\1.m)' othl'rs Vllk'l-d n...pt'ct fllr PortUgUl~' t'fforh lo ol'wlup 11\1.' l'Olll1h)'. AnJ y d ,

in spitl' oí aH th e hardship since ind l'pt-·nd l'tl.n .....wa~ dl1eriofi)tin~ in tras !lUl1Un.·, i!nd
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extreme poverty-rormer crmtmttJihl!i did nol VlJiO" Ol)!o,lalgia tnr colcmialisrn . In fect,

ncarly all dismi,,'ot:'d 0110nl...1rule as humiliation• •and n-mcmlx-n-d wíth pride tlu-day

tbey fir-.I hl'<ml obout I'etnce Lumumbe, t1w Gln~Ull'!'it' índ ependence leedcr.

Documenting Forced Labor in
Twenlielh-Cenlury Angola

r('Orle subj.cted In forced labor did not, el'" el Rile, 1t'.Wt'.1 written 11"-",1"-1 ollhl'ir

expcrtence- , and thu... il i.. \ 'l'ry drtficult tu wrilt' d hi.story from thetr perspectivo'.
HIWl'\''''r, two 'óI.)l IR'l'S in pertlcular provide <l\.'l'-~S tu huw wUf!..L'rs vicw..-d forced

labor. The first sourrc is the mvestígatívc n-port. lit whkh severa! WI'J't" conducted in

Angula over tbc CllUN' lit tln- twl'ntil·th o-nturyTbe sccmd source, intervn-ws with

forrra-r o",trotlllh; (contrcct laborcrs ), n-veal.. how pcrnctpants remembcr Ihe pa..t.

A~ historian Alcssandro Portcll¡ l ..(pl.lln.... • tI,., firsr Illir¡g l1ult nlllklos erral his/l"Y I/iffi.,·
1'lIt" .j,-I/Id! it ItU.. U~ u:~!' uhJu/l't\'1rfs Uo .;udl tlulJI a/loul tlrrir mt'íJui'lg...t/1l' Imiqut' u/lll

,ltY'Ciolls elrmcnt 114ric}¡ etral spul'll'S fi,rc{' ¡ll 'OlI tro' Ili..;toria" m.J u 4ticJl lltl IIIIJt'" !".OllnlOS '1{"'"
sess iJl t'rJl/Ilf mt'ffl:lIW (Ur//t"S!ó il be lilf'rJJryI tlJlt'S) is llb:" ~lI't1ktT ·s slIbjt'diMh/. . . •2. Thus,

rremonc.... uf how torced labor tunctiollL'li a h,alf contu ry agn help u ... In unde.....tand

how formcr cmrtnltaJ(~ rcrnember tht'ir linos a.. inJigl'tl1lS (rutívcs) under Portuguc-e

I.I~.

in 1924thc American ..;ncj~lln~i..t Idward Ross tra\'l'k-d in dw mh'nor llf Anguld

fur scveral Wl't.'k... ('11 bt..'h.llf uf thc Tcmporary Slavery Cummi.......io nuf thc Leegue oí

Nation.... Rus...expl.uns his mcthodology:
.. . . .WI't'isifl'll tlit' 'I tllit'f' ri1fa,l,'i'S in tlv 'TUS/I, :~(I l1l1'rnl l1ft' ''' ''"'11/1' h~·tlll.'" 11111/. tlmm,\(h

Ir" jnlf'1J'"fl'T blml"l fn tnctu and ;/1 U'>lltl'" tlu-y ha d((Inji.il.,lcr, '1Urstitlllüi tbcm tI,'; to

1J1I';r olmp lI{Stlry fll/'I.lr. /11 '" I/golll n illl'fl'l71 l'I'IInj,'l'<; ¡¡ 'fTl' oisitedf Tllm turee (tll /m Iml 11, ..
thJIII tuxv hundred mile!; Ilflllrf. TIll' flU·tS~ fmruJlI.lI (ltllL"'l'ilLl~'t!i U'f'7l" rUá ll'li ftUIII 00/1­

(lfrsofim l 1(11tll tllt, dritj. tlll' fUl1 h't I'1L.;for Qr I/It' '/{Im'f' It't1dIIT. Tht' S'tI tt'lPll'" h u 't'rt /111;1'"

fltm'lI j ll51 a...; I1rl"yfi1f fnmr tlll'Ii,~ ti! lIJe illtl'11'rrtl'" mili s!lch r1l1trs fitrm tlle 1Jl lo;i~ ti! tlris

rqurt . 4•

R()"ó,<i'" ml.'thod of roll''CtÍng inrnrTThltion i!'> !"ignifiaml for thl' hblorirnl f('(lmi
bl'cau"t·I"" ~Iul~lillnt'\i d n·d"lII1.1PI)· T.mdllm <;t'1l"Ction I,f pt'(lpll~ tll ft"COlInt their l'"f(pt'""

r1t'llCeS. l it.' qUl'StiollLU leadcrs--chids. pa... tOl'"> and tt.'.ld'lt.'r-;.-but dl<;¡1 urdinu)' pt'oplt.'.

including w(mwn. Ru......·s report is OA.' of tIll' fl'W <;()Ul'(1:'S Wl' 1k1Vl' that pnwldl~ a

•
•

F()I" ... Ullnoduo:t"", iIl' .ulo. h~'fll " u..h l"l (,~.n fu,&.Aill .Stl l>.o h~m <;IU!J '...... fUo/...a...nwJ Lnt..-km
........" H5IIiJI'IaII~, V..I "" n" 5.1 '1\14 "', 14~U'lO

A~n<in' 1..-.m 1L . Tt.. l'.....,h... t_ ,,. Or~llh.I""' . l/,,"'" W",l"'" n · U. ¡\Ulunm l<tol l, r Y7
Fur I n ..... llent 1INIlv...... tht- Il'n.l ,,·. 1 1t~ IUl IoIr ,."'1"- PoI..... PoI,~ O ,,,¡J,,......,. 'W r-""",,,
c..- ""~)(IfI'a I..U· I<lrti J. I.i........ W'" Un'''"'''l~" \.-'1._.. XUJ.
Io.Jward AI~w"rth Koill. RqJotI ""f.~" i1I NaJ,"' lMI.r u. ,..",..,_ Ah• . N.w V.... Tho~I i'~

l ":!-~. P S



~ tUI" ordinar)' Angol.ms lo explam thl" ettects 01 torced lahtlr. A woman on ttr
firct \Vork Gang RlN.l"OO..mkmJ oIttl~ILod:

-Somdimn lJjtL'r tI.. "..,111" wkr-tf fn1m tN villll,\"f'. Jhtyt. SI""...t{ tI". u..",.,." l to

work (V\ ruad rnameenance]. ScJmt mm amo hIh-r, tll Últrlt- t," tI... nrilrusdIv am Uf

tllt m tll1l fidds. Thty"UIli IIm:r ti) !itllll tmJ or thrt"t' .l/ftlTS lIS(lltllr«ttd labows- Soott tf
,ht", Nnlf' btm srnl f¡1 aun 1m fóIl>,'tlT ,.wnlllliot.sp 11 su nJOfr"I's term. 1m, 111m rw"¡"

OII!> prrtr.rt!l tJr tmw~ ltt- p,u/on~ f ro ffWPf or n..,:ht "'onlh.... TJr ,JlallteT tvId tJ1m1

tJ.I '" ltttJ . bfJuX'1h ,#In"o( ti.. Gol'''"U"'''''. Ilwl tJwy UIl"n' hrs ilmW'li " ,Id that M dlJ
,1C't 1rIffy lo P"'t tJIt"m Ilnythmx. 1hry~MI!, thrirftuJ o,1d Mrnnrt .frir tl lrir ht.'IId w ..s.
\\lthholding P'I~ wa~ anoth.'f t:h n 'lflie abuse. Worlt'l!lo in ditil'n'llf villil#"S luid

RI th.,. seme lhing: th.tl Üll')' wurkl'd. n-e....-tved hui, d n"O."Ípt lur tht:"ir la" bul Ill)

f'ly AcconJin~ lo rmtu~ul-,.;(· mkwu.il labor t.1W. empln)'l'f' werc sUppo'o(' lo scnd
.lppm ,,¡m.l ll'!y Ihree-fourth... nf ... worker's wal-":~ to the t1ltf¡·.k I"fll in thL· wurJ.u!r's

hurmo MCd. when thc worker finiMll'd hi-, contract, ht' wvuld nllll'l1 hi.. wa~l'" (mm

Ih&.' dltir "1 ' poshl in hi .. horno .ln'.l . Wnrlwf'o reported that thcy raroly culk-ch'd Ih..·it

waw,."" from the edmínísrrators. l'or l.·"'olmpk-. a workcr l·"'pl.1int'lllo Rose that-

-Gof~mc'tl t rnnú MI lwn 111 191V a"d "Sl.JlJ" hnn hJ tlllt l 't1tll/l"llf" rompllllY. H~'

tnrinl~". d~ mcmtll5,fl' l1...nrl1 oJ'tfICh thnT ttlord/rs ht- ,'lf l' "/VtlH uurth tJ¡~ tsc.,~

&b. Al IhtnrJ o(1M~11t"ItII"s ....uvs til/d that1,..1wJ SfTl'tt'Y (SCUIlt . JIl" him. wltich

u~/d bt' poid hf", at tha- ..f¡¡hi", rdJtTr hl' IDJ bern mnuttJ. 1Ii~. Ir gt" ,.;Jf'fmX

tlttT't bid thr mrir'''' Ifi51ra1 Ita. HtIlSkt'l1 about his U".\'" ltutDW!I tolJ thLwU1I!II rttJth­

m,'l,jor mm ..t>
~ l......p~,j tht.· l'rU1"Jll lh.lt employers paad .lOO th.1llt Wc1"i govemrrent

Ilffi<i.t:ls whu poclt.1l"d the rnont.')'. R(.... ~mmarizt·'!j,;

. In pntdia}xmJ /QA1t U'llf'U 1"41. /Dl/.¡Jf.N. A 1.aRrm-u~¡lIr IIIt' n-rffrT llImttrT .,,,d

"t tM dO!iil' of his trrm o( .. , lo¡(l' "ft" ,""Jlm ~. -1Otrr ·t~ 1II1U lI11ything ."" I ItIln'
árJu'ftnl tN sttpulntn:f uv,\""ft". you u.,th tllt" Gonorn".,ft: .\'(1 10 )ll(h aud SIKII iJll offirr

"nJ Yllu u~ff grt~Ilr ,uy ", TIk' ti"'*" ",,,!ln tllt"'" tnuJ !S tolJ t.1ro" ...mt:IlmJ ¡JI Q m,¡­

,lit'ofm lnOl!>. If lit-has lJu· h'1r!ttl ty tl l do se'. ht'~ tlrnntl'lU"¡ Inlh t/l(' (1tIuh'llJ!it' (jail]lt/uJ

Ilwl ,.",!.. jt . It ~ all Ir sysll'''' ,rfM rf'-jllct'lllah". !il r'Q/Íl lg . 11/1')1 tl,i"A; Ihat tllt' "",,,/fT j,(l!i

n'rl/ly paidjl ,r ¡/iti, IlIbor, v"t Ilwt tllr offid.ú dl'll'!ó tlll'17I tlltt .1il .1,

1«,.... Mll11marUl"S hi.'1 findin~ .IS.1l.'ulll'Clivl' rolldl'Ol/l.ltitll1 ti! 1 '( l1tU~\ Il_ alltllli ­

di prilCtia" 111' dt.'!JCribeo!> lhe I.1bor !oY"'t'm .'s -"Irt llll l/.II state' 'ofTftltml. lhat dOl'!'> out
ollluw Atrican.-. adt"qu.lIl' tim' tu pnduCl" tm.'ir tood. WntM'rs ran.'ly n."Cl'i\'oo the tnJn.,
(J( thi-ir pdy; which w....t"m~ult...t by culonial officioll!O. Atricans twd 1111 R.'COUf'<t' It 1

mluoial Ltw fur pnJtl'Ctiun, Tht· hui t.u, oI.'ki llbli~tury Ltl'ot... h ..... publit' W\rl..... call~

d hN\'V bIJnk>n. \\bmt·n.. wilh lll1ly ruJ.irnt."Ot.uy 101.,1.. .md nu payo W\"n> fom.,j lo

bo.uld RJOd¡", CiI~ thlm lo abandon thcir fit>ld... dnd thU't impactin~ rq;,¡ti\'ely on

... "... ,... ,

..
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food producuon. Rl'H>'!¡ coodu..iorui !'!('rvl' .l!> d u-erul lTIl'a"lln' tu weigh .'~dlTL.. t

futun-~ and oral hlshlC)' ctJfll.tuctl-d In 2l.Ub.

A~ im-eihg>tlt.' repon trom 1<J..I7 de..' nuf o tl' Airican imerviewcc NI ¡,..
retber an alld lysi.. or l'ortuguese coloníale-m frcm el hlgh-k"\'\'II\lI'tu~"<t, dvil ser­

vant IloUllt'\Í Hcnriquc G.llv&l, ,¡ fo rrner inspector 1m tlll' (ulonl t'lo and ~UVl'mUf ot

Huila I'nlvi.n(\· in -outbern An~nla. Galv31\ Hke~ idl'f1hfRod forred labor .lOO

poor wltrkin l't conditioru. as undermining portu~r!lo ~·Il'flll goab (u dl"Vf"1op

An.,,1a Cok.lla l orñcels. aa:ordl"K to C~I\'oo, bccame labor recruuee, whn ~t

worlu.or; ro (·mpk.yt,r,. who peld bnbe, and ..tole !O<ll.lr1t'!o tmm wnflu·1' wh."..,' ín ter­

t'l'1 thry were Ippt~ ti) pruh.''t.t. Tlw-e w nc1u..it'll." mirroecd tlu ...• m.kil' by I~o..s

rwenty \'t"clrs Nrlift Al1:(JnJin~ tu G.lIvdO, thr prectíce uf culun ial offiri.ll.. lombl)'

n....nuhn~~ tur pcrncular l..'fl\pIoytor.. anJ ll"""\ In~ paymmls 1rom ""plop.'1"">

and a cut uf wurl.t'f o;al.Irie. was - rtr¡lIIm1 /PI trfllji.i" ' t illl crrfu/¡/f'I .m,i l1tJiewl (lfÚ¡.,...­

Gal\',xl condudcd IN t tll{' systcm Wd.. rrueh-r tha n pUl\.' !'ol.l\'t'ry• •m opinion d l!'olJ

preeed by Africart!lo inh.'fyk-wl'd loo)' Ro!.!. in tht- 111200.. MI.Irt.llity retes el! hi~, a<i

tlurry-ñve J'l""Cl""t tur forn.od labore" n.1.'\.1t.>d!he pooeconJilMJfbi uoder whidl~'

li\'l'\Í and woeked.

Salaear".. governrnent made no eñort tu l'f1.lt.1 reíorrn... d" a n...ult 01 Ihl' Galv50

Report. )OO'l'a.""¡npy d rsillusiooed, l ....lv.\u deoded tu makc- .1 public on.tt'lnlldti(Wl

of the rorrupt .lOO ioollTlpt.'\t'nt n>luni..ll admini'otration in Angtl4. On the 1100" llf tht·
:"abon.:d Ae-embly in 1"149 he dwl'},'l...t thdl thto di- :n'p'Ull'Y t-..'tWt~ law ¡lOO prec­
tirt- mede tbe colreualad rruni..trat íon d .. U.H(JS.....,j l je»:

..nrif> t íe, t1wt atk mlJtf> ttlili'r:m ffO 11b" mWltry"'111 f,iJl'S itf> 00'11 trlt'l/ilmty allJ ¡',Cl IIII·

pttrnc."t' fmm IIUT Gxw"'rJt'Jd , 11m ,"","''' A rt",,'I.lÚr mhl lll'ttllllall. t'tl.J1lDtr1k .llnJ 1Tll:1fJI1

CJ'i.,¡M wrthout prttrr/ntt In htr troobltllhr>tmy c11M Lb! hunJrn/~..'
Dt.,nlllbVl;" changt' dMi fin.J lly nlnlt..' on M.lr 2, 1W,t, wbcn SaI.U.....lf ·"I guwmlT\L'f1t.

in tht.. W.1L" uf dO urnsing in nnrtlll'111 AnKulA dhtlli..hloJ fornod I.lbor .md m"lI.1l· .dl

Angulan!. citiJ.l-m.. In tact, tht.. gO\'l"ml1ll'f1t bt·t,~an In plta'''.- out fom.-d Ld."t.Jt in the
mid·l~ lh.- govemmml pul pR-.......uR.' un culmti.J1 mtpk'Y~ to ..mdluratt· wnn..

mnditinrnóand focu... ('10 polidu;. tn attract voluntal)' worlo.-"A. L1q;t' t'Olployen.. ">Ueh
.1" the Sc..l(Íl...t,lll~ Agrkl)la dllea....'*-....ul'l in C..lumbt·la. built 11l.'W lu,u!loing .1nd rnt.'\Í i·

loal f'O"'l" fur t'1tlplo)'l.'t'!o-
~t.muel E"PÍnh1 Santo, ~ltft>nt ut ....m·!'.. boanJ uf dirt'C'hm; in Uobt""

-.ummt'lt up thto poliey ~tt in d lettl'f to thecnmpany's ddmini..tration ID CíllUmroeld:
. 1ltr w/ltJr Im,"'r", i5 ll'ithf.lul a 1L.lUbl¡1·rruuimu", ,,,,,...,,-tmfCtfurour #ll/!ilIIt"SS . " IIr

I/pt Jr..;;iraN,. Stl/"tif.ltl hl tJuo laA,r1,"''''1.,11 ",,11M ttt 1/ n'/l1ltllry lln rk .~ rrrr. 'rol ,"'/y (11
prt'§t7Jt. but pnl1ClptJily in tlrt fulu" giml thr fIllt it V WAJI' r'f'Ik:Y Ilmt IIIi' GoRom...
Gmtral rfti., I""fJ"rcr pl"m h) fiJlLJu\

..., r lO
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H,,,,ct'. t'rwytllmg ml,'{1lt hJ "'" dmu' lo srltll' /lIdia' ftm ulU'S anJIIlll1 11IIr 1,"r¡~Tfil'S . . .

so ttuü l/u< lIatnrr is O)IIt.j ll(rJ o/ ti" adt:u"t" ,~'S '''''/1~rtt'll "y tlu' Il."lii..trmct' tluü u.,JlItr
iUl'Pilt'd ro his rhiJJrm lJlIJI u,,~· attd otlttn tllill wilJ lJt' 1Ib/t' III Jiflt' ", "''' t'rtt'I'l'lm"It'fl' (lf

grndtT 1'l"5OUrrt5.frtr fntrtl ti.. rotrlm~ufNI~"Jlru.,,/~ tllll/ bnnX hu ll,~,

fDId In!h a ¡,.'MtttT guarl,"'tr t,! mOJmt . Ji 'lb,"", mln~ ",issiorUIrV llditm "nn",x our

lw ri:m Il'ill ml/lt in tl,..,r Chrú.tiarrl::JJtitrlr. uo/ud. amm1s tl'll/r OUTof!ftrtitrr_lll•

ln 1lf-;9 rortu~1 raññed tillo 19JO Porced Lebocr Convcntíou, whích c ome intn

eeect twrI.w Jn(W\lhs ¡.lll'r. 'r\itiun .. 1t"W rnt'll1tn... on Ft,-'bru.uy 25. 1%1, Ghana till'li ol

rompiamt .gal~ t:ht> Covernnwnt 01 l\lI"tugal fuI' .11it-goo \·lolati<n.. nf Ih.- Forced
Labuur lon\'t'Il II(lO.. Aoourling In~ Conwoüon• ..~t, Mt.",'-'t (11M 11llt.'rntltionlll
Lrrour~"1%Qtpr wlrh:h nlt~fits ,I!t§ Comll'1lt1on u"dfTtfl~ hl !illl'l'l1f'5S tlll' ust t~lvrml
orcu",pulSt'rlj &UlIlur In al1 its fnrms t¡¡¡lmn tI..,m·tl~t lltl6Siblt' ptrilJJ. lI. Atter a senes uf

hmnnp in Cereva, a thne-rnember mi....i<., of mqurry "pmt a Wl'\>k in December

l'lbl invNi~rin~conditions inAn~ Tbe IlO mnduJl'l.llhdl bccau-e uf tbe part
p1ayt'd In rerruitmcnt by colonial nfficial" ,,00 l-hit'f.., tJ.. employrncnt uf l\"CI'Uill"lI

labor in lile Amcan cokuues h.1J ..hin, allr;.:rJ lo olllsfillltl', m,¡1 Iws in tll¡' f·klt' 11 tJIt'

Cormllj.'itikttl jll arta ín flISl'S (U"Mitllft'li, fiJrr:t'lt laiIt1r. 12. Still. tbe n.o VOI"'."li opttmísm
th.lt till" recent ebohtíon lit tlw L"M ut¡l Ji l Il1dij("wtd. dnd tJ.. romrmtmenl uf tbe
rurtu~ govt'TTUI1Cf1l tu n.olorm. ..ignaled an tc'fld al hJl'U'd I.lbnr_Indt'l'd, d fullow

up in\'t'"sti~101 by lile ILO in 1970condudcd th.Jt cnn trat.1 L\~.,.. in An~(llol d íd nul

mvotve CUt'rrionl ' .

Men's Memories of Forced Labor

Nearly a halt century "inn' till' end (Ji torced lobor; tormer nmlmfdd'"6 still hove

vivid flll.'J1\Ilril'" uf tht'ir -ervítudc. \\,(JTl,Jn~ in runjunctiun with tht> Oral lhstcry

rroit'd di the An~ol.m Nat:iona..l Arduve, Manlk." Domingut' .lOO I intttvil"\'·l'l.l

approcmately 150peopk' over ltll' aJU,...· (1# fin- mun¡h.. betwcen lanuary .lOO )unt'
::!l.lh \'Vt' ,i....tt.'\i~·t.'Tal ...("y formt'r n'OUilrnt.'nl di..tril'bo on t.he An~\ltan cmtral pla·

ll'.m: Bucniu lforTIwrly \-11.1 d(' ~)1IS.1 Lara~ 1l..1 ll 'mtlll (tonTIl'rly Vila de Norton de

~1dI~~ IMilundu, dlingu.lr, and Quill~Ul."" Upon amvlOg in l'.ll-h IUCilll' Wl' con·

l.lI.100 the kJca..I Di"trit."1 Administratur tu t"rl.lin ()'.Ir pnJi¡.-'d and III n"'-lUL--..t .lSN!>taflCl"

.~ ...... M.m..4 1; pm'" ..1 AJm...."'••n.... UI ....1..._. IM.rdl III I~l ln e- ~. I I ltsD-
1955, (","-~, J.o ~~~ 11 .tn L~'..~. "1""''' I h-tn"'¡", .1" P.nro 1_ "1" 5.oa. 1<> lA l l IlF.!iI,
~ Fur. mm,--m_ f Iml'n", ... a.t.... fUI'Id,,-.. in oniPr In .11..0 lo'"~ p&.nt.-
_ "f 1 T~VlU _ Alr- • l" s.;. • lMtor U,," . , p ]j'Oj

....: ~....C .... I ''''..J.,,'-''-''.I.....I........Ubuur
Orsz l 1'Sl. p. 2"
...~ .. HS
.~ t>l-""""' 'u~ ......' a.p.-.WII_'" tlw I ll~" ,. 11... 1 lloIJIIWI l {lt!KlI. con 01.....,
~ ,,"11 lI'w C..-.nmrnJ "" Portu~l ~rd'"ll tlw Imp ...mt 'f1U1I uf 11.......holllln... al ~nneJ I..!>out

CO....~....1fI. 1"'-' eN<! 11l'li1. In 11.0. 1..""'....'... J.....C""_r. St>. 1""1 , r ,

"



in ooruactíng tbe local ~(lr (bead SlIN) M Idcntífy .md o )(lrUin.lh ' vtsüs tu rtu,i!l Vli·

lIas and rtUfi:I I't'llm wbc worked as CI'"tnzt!Jl4l5. 1M;> then mtervicwcd mi'," ,lOO W ClO1l."Il

in~P'uf nu h,"""('T lilan rivr and no mon.· th.m Iwt'Oty. R..lU~ly ' nf in tt'TVM"Wft"'>

were mt'1'\. and 1women. Mt.."f1 wete, in tcct, tht- va'" 1T1d~trity oí nmtratados;bowcver,

women and children -erved dS torced labor f(lr roedwork, Nt'.1flv 311 of tbe ínter­

vlt"\\"'; were ocoducted in Umbundu.

Ibee wa-. certainlv an l'lemt:'flt uf thL>a11\' tnvolved In u.. Krou P Ultl'rVk'W In

nearlv ..nthe vllla~ wte'!ol1 up a tabk-, un wh .ch !io1t ti'k' LiJpt· recordee; and ch.J..¡".,. I

otten thuu!4tt .dxWJI . 1I ~mt 11 mturu hl Magr (1tTI1 hi:,tllril'S ! . 14, Oid tbe performative

espcct oi t1Y' p;ruup IOtl!TVit"W presu~ 11I IWinll'rvil""'t'''' would amowI'r1Tu h.hin

we alw..~"P~ in PlTtugut"l'-' and In Um bund u. !he ob;t.octÍ\"t' uf tht- p;roup

intl"1'VÍl"W: cf(l It!wnc "''Ut m'grant laborfrum tia- 19-Uls ."J J95I'Js•. I t'''Il.pl&1inl'd that we

werc workmg with tbe Nauooal Archive.... in Luande, and that I h.:Jd wnttcn a dis.o;er·

tation un tht· ~bject uf labor in '-'I¡unidl Anl-:ul.l. A.. my di .......-rta tíon WdS pd........d

around 1 toId of my n.......·arch in thP 'a iXwl.l1Arduve, and pointltd out ....-veral n:pro­
dUCl'd phot:ograplb of ron tnl,lilh; t..1L4"1l .e tht" Sooedade grial!d do C~'I in

Ce tumbela in 1%1. just Wt...·k,... bl->tUI1.' tbe 2 ~Lty 1%1 ,lbolihun oí tbe Esunuto Jo

"lil,»'"JJlo. Tbee ph(ll(~ such ,1." t1lt..' orw below, lump·,.¡,utt'li uur COfl\'t'rsdlit"l. I

W ímerviewees tMr n....ctlOO'O tu tht' ITll'N'ool¡;I'S on th..' Nl1I1l'r bt.>jn~ hdd. by am­

rnrrlJllo5 in tht> 1:&4/11I tnlR1 Chingua r. ••\'1.'" Iond lS An,\'l:ala.An~ ~ 11 ' IIlrl of l'ortugal. fama

111m Portugut'!iL My JIltIIt-T/""J is PPrlUgf'¡ • . ~k1">l Pl'~ 'lim ply l.luW-"CI and. shool.
their head.<;. 'The photu was tbcn u..ually peeed out <;idc the im l1ll"Jidtl' círrlc oí ",a b

t~ tu vuungt.'r men and womcn sittin~llO tht> Ilut..idl· Ihl.· cirrlt> 111 hear theiretders
I""k o/ th< pa>t.

OUngudr Gu.~'AKncllla do~ CnIIt.oction.
rquivu Hi..lório.. du B.mro &.ptnto s.mtu (Al 1B~1. 1 W1.

" fWLo I'nliJll< '-&.1 1 "'''''1 00wII H.....,. ",.,~,,,"__.""""" v..n.. ....tlJ. ... MaM.U• . 1OOS, _ In r-'
....... "' ~-J
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Memoncs oí bow the forredlabor "y..rem fun<ti(If'lld \WI\' mnsisll'flt throu,lthou t
tbe regicn, thnugh with sorns va ria tion in mechan¡..ms for control. Sol'l¡IS, whu

an...wered tll tbe local du:fr J,o ¡1l'Slll, dt.'l ivt-n'\l "~fit-"d numbe-ot nwn Iu serve a... ro,,­
'rIltados. If a 5MJ faik>d tu fulfill tbe R.'ql.k...1 be fan.,j Ji....oplindry dl.'tjnf\, lnduding

bl"ing beeten, fOOo damba rerrembers, for ecarn ple, a m trom Gubcngo wbo
recevcd 200 ptJlnuztónas (whippingsl dividt>d equaüy between hts haod.. olnd fl"'-'f.,

aOO ".. a result spent niR' month... in bcd n'l"Upe:'Tating I5. Ml'f1 from di stant areas

describe simil.Jr ron.'ot'4l'l~ fur :ol~oas who faik'l1 1II fu lfill t!lt,r labor liut lta. Augoeo

Katdulele trum Chmguar Mnl·mht.", hi.. s..,m n.'Ct'iving ..m.ll.lpol IC/'>lO, en UmbunJu

term far p!IImllh.1ril5 bccause be ernved . 1the govcrnrrent ptl'ol with thirty mm rolth­

el" than t.ht- fitty dY cNfr « poslo~ lo wurk on !he ruads" . lJ: K.1tchildt·
....y:.~ bcanngs eeplem why~_ . a#JJuctnJ".." u'ffhout mh17.

lnl:n'vw."W,lh.....n . Ih Ft+oruar)" 2ll...., I'hu ln by 1'-' luth",r

lost: intt·r\·it·y...t ...... u-e the woní ..okuJ:uutu. (..hl abduct. ) lo cxplam bow tht.-).
Wt·n.' ~'Cb..od for foJ'C'l'd labor; "Tht'f\' wa.. Rl CÍlni('(> in wbeebcr or 0l1l te .Kn"pl. or

evcn tu wben- (Klt' wocld be -ent Inr tlll' fll·),t )"(-'ar. Jo.10 Kutakata (,,'pl.l ino;:

.. 1" 19·U) wltm / rm...IIblfudl'll.llrlllll "11 ,rot;'",ofu-ncre J IIl'lJJ 1...• snd, IImt 1n'a'lVt'a

" ,1 l'Xplanalu.m, IwboJy r«luld taLo tlll' titrll' ftl tTJll.Ii" hl .1It1l' t/klt yt lU u";/l lit ;¡m t

htTt.-uilot ortions d(lts a pr1sorJt'1' Ml'r ? IR.

In~ lo wht..>tht..,. CtI1I t"'t~ exl~-d any dril.,.in t'ITlpkl)·t't. Félix AJbl'11o

Sdtuala n'SJXrul-'d: . Mlt '" all mm,st' 11.. t,""" con tratado si,~'ifit'd s/on't'.•. ,u",Jd.V IUJJ
tJrt' r(~l tostnnJ nnl t(l a""'ire ror.ay '"~ nam!', mI/eh lrs.<; f j ) nl;,'l'a¡rn'fiTrnct' Iftlr cmploy­
l'r). I".

k,lsC'c, ".. Ndoo t 11~ M.... lftork.....1
• • ""..-1..oJ-~ 11 "r-'I 0IMtI- fUI...

, oc...,lit ... k..uIIIl.o-. 21~ '1' a' l
...,.,_ Wilh I'ñ.~.!W.....u.. 111 "pnI2Ol'. a....u-IB...
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Tbe bcst n.:pl.:Ulolhun a<o; I() why mt'n in perñcutar rcmamed tor lung terms (any­

wl'k'R.' tmm~" Tnlllltrn. tu cight Yl'iU'S) a!'t rontnrt~ wilhuull1tflng wa-t that oece a

~'.. eb-ence h.td btot." Illttt'd A rTIt'!'ftiI¡.;t" WtJlJld re "l.'fll k) tht·d..¡r Jt ,tOSto Ul thco
~ uf recruitmmt,. whu wocld Ihm. n-lar iI mt."Sf>o)~ tu the scW ul tht· fugiJo (runa­

"'ay~ Tbe sdv wa-. then expected lo supply a replaa.'Tfll'lll worker hum th.. lamily 01
IIv- fupJo: thus•• flt.'ci~ ClÍtl'fl carred arrice for onr'" folmily. This practio.' al....)
t'll.p&ams the unponance ...dmmi..rrators ettecred tu mmpi1inK ..1<1ti~tic. ..t lhe nrre uf

..n,,:nutmmt ..: agt', loIilaitl(\;I1ag.-), and fldJ1lt"'o,tll r.ul"flb.. lnQui~~ which i..an

.lI'Rt whlift tT1CN people lucu... VIl cattíe b't.'J'Í"f,. the. iIfl hdd ¡) man'..cetle as rrsllat­

eral tu ereure that be fulfilled hu.. period uf scrvice. A nmtrntiÜJ wbo ñed thus riskcd

lorfl'itínK hi.. fdl1uly' collecnw wt>alth.3l.~ tect tNl men fmm Quill>JlKUt."> hed

more to lo-e hl-1P!ó tu ecplam tht'lr nputanon ttll.ln lt· pul bt....Iilti-.t¡,.,.) tu raroty fll,t,

fof'CI'IJ labor. Snll, cvcn in .1n'"" without canle, Ihl' pt'fWllil~ ..uffered by f.lm ilil'"

....-rvcd .t'> a m'\~ 'r d¡" inü'nlivl' h l 11I't:'.

Por ((lIltratlJ&tj)!; who Jid ni", retu rntng lo Olll.·· .. viII.,~ was oct oí Uw qu~lion . A

f.4~j"ll ha d to mon' tu .1 11t'Warea .md t:lt·~in.1 n.!'\I lill'. Somt, went tu cines,oehcrs tc

reighboring egncultural LUOL.... AcrominR to A1fn,jo Domingos, him...UaftlKlolP:
. For""myuj 14" f1~.lJlnl rl un.. "lit 'l(l<C...¡Ni' hlJ'l'lurn 1..,..¡ lll Monte Belo, I'n""il1O'

01 Bc.-nK1Jt.·ld) mJ UII" lullt tll "1(1'1''' h' ItllrtT rfllagt·~ n.,.".u""' "m. t1"-'}N ",""lIbatl­

JiIJlnl thrirfiJ"'ÜIi'S. uon""". tlliJJrm. mw 1,,""11... :1 .

Wori..er.. who nlod gererallv welked for great d~t.:ma.·", 011 beck roeds, and n-lied

un tbe t(L"I1efllI>ily tJo{ otht-'I"o toe su-tenance, A frw carril"ur wrth mvenuve plans for

e-cape, In thf" 19-U)... Inr l').ample. -e-wral guMIS Iled dlt.. a-,........lu..l Segar l'lant.1tion

bydaiming to the Gq1ClIJl% th.11 nnt:' uf thdr ml'mt...TS tw.J d lt'd . Tht-n. 8-10 mt~ g.llh­

l'n....J lo Tndke ur dlt.. fullt.'f3l pn~i(lf\. with twu lino "". in tht roffin. thL')'
went in the dirt'l."liun uf tht- n.'tnl'll·rv, and ne.'Vt" n'tumt...J. Amm.iinK lo Iu..;tioo
Patrido•• this ~lrn¡ u..mm {ji.. trlagic, alld tI"-"" il U1Cl:' Ji......ur-..m1, "~ ,-rrt 11/ SlJmt'

xmu''5lwd alrmJyJW.~.

11lt' Onl."'ot.'l.IUl'll...'-.... lnr Illt'l l, cauKht f1t.~ng tht'ir nllllral1 nblig.l tilm~~t.'n:'.

Fi,..,t. tht- moln wt lllld~il~It.,t ilnlÍ put in pri.... '", .md u">ll.l lly b..·.\It.'Il. ed, tht·jilX'·

.10 w(luld t.... o lfltr.ll.....tod !(l a nl'W t'mp lnYl'r fot a ltmgt' r pt·rilk..! uf 'ot'rvin'. Oth'l1,
(.lu~ IJilgidr~ Wt'f\' !>t'nt tu 53u Tom~ in thc C ulf uf G Uint'.l . 5.\0 T(lm f.'ó wols the mu",1

k'etll'd deslinat iun for t'tltl lrotllokrs bI.'Cau~ lit il.. KrP.\1d i..t.l04."l' .1nJ tht' f.lct th.Il pt'ri ·

..ds oí ~'1'ViCl" lol"lt'l1 yt'a""" .111..1 ma ny Ill'Vl'r n.1uITII.od...... llnl· a~ a n....ult uf dt'ath. ufh..

M"'i '''I!I\'' simply Ill'uor ""'am fn'J('ll ag.lin
A pl"notlll CdudJI ..... itllllllt hi"1{u;" al..-~lIo (pa.....bt"'''') wa.. .11'00 li.lbk· tu bt· 'ot"lll

kJ sao Tumé.1n the 19400.,. fol' M.amp&e, a youI1g...on uf dn important Umbundu~

Wd" apprehendl-d far fmm honv.' withoul hr.- guia dl" o rru la(411. Nurmally sano; and

...LO._ "--4 .... "i'"" ~fQa"Ie-1

, ._ JIhAltNdoOocUtu - 17ht..... w.- ......
....L._ ~"""''''''''''.rnne. D J..... ' ~ .. l _ -..... "...,.,



tht...r tamiliL... were exenpeed fmm torced labor. llul \\ilhoUI pnllJf 01 tdt.l111ty. dl('
},'lJnK Augusunbo 1":II.:hiklplllula W no ri~1 111 an excrnption, lhal ycc ng man,

whu w(tUld lan- rvtum hume and t'Vt'J1hl<llly bl....'I'.J1nt.. kin~ u" Bcilundo, ",·rn...J rear­

Iy mlll' }'ears on tbe s..'\n Tlll1ll." roro,l ptmtation &1ll Entnula. KinK Augustinho

Kachitopolol... l"XpLtin.'i:

ThII ' rmn: el" So1J Ti"'"' WdS sUn")'. I did ttUt n..",t rogo, "14' twwU!if uf 11M' unue
I~I ottici.lll' u'llS ....", h' StJ Ton".".",,, h.mngmv~ ...1'" tha, p1sn­
M m IBoa Entrada)' plmrtaJ anw, NtID'mo:;, ml"rul . IInJ wtrr 1rarm>It'ti trJdr otrt'.

U'rfh _ ffic..,,' uJri,'1'¡",l(S 1chklllntll' "'¡.1I'd i" .. .. , 11/..,. llIld lo Jig Ilftks in U~lJdr to/'ta"t
,Ii('mm trrrs. ,hi~ u,,"'" Ijrm'l,1I tlrl' In"* lIf ~at~ , •.~ lln1" alJ 11' 11/J;~ Ul/I(I U'W'Pr SI/M ;/1
Catllmlvfa ""d -nt tll ,SdrJ1j,ml'. end 1 1l 'l1.~ 111ft' lif tll,,,,, , I u'Orhu n/llS/lly righl yt'W"S ami

'll'A'l'1~mths utllil al' Clr'd4.T amar"'-11'1", tll libtTrltt' olllYIIIt-!iJmn,01/ t"'..,. w/1(.11i1d twn
".IiJ lIS~, 1I111L' haJ hl 111" m urna/ tI' Ihn, ""'lb cf-IJrixm. Ilw .. llar ,"",mml !inrI

fhqlS fll amv us 1ktmt',.D.

Besed on tllt" Kin~ · .. .l~l' and esemated ....-rvice iI!i a Cllf.tnltado br-twl'l"f1 lh.' ages o,

17 nrJ lb, he mu..1bave !*'f"\'l-d his urrw 11\ tbe 19:»0, 11 i... true lhal~ government

occ:a..illn.dly put pn.'!'>sure rm till' pl.1I\l,1111111 OWlll-n> lo rvrurn ¡)l/Ilm/aJl. lI!l tll tht...r borne

di"'trit.1,- whtch wlluld corn ibl..,.;llc thl' Kíng's dt":'<Cripliun of evenn....~.' gl'r'll'ral pr.le·

ñce, uf C'OI.IN', was te return lV,,' ,alaJil!' to rbeir port (11 t'fTlll..ul..1linn. .....' tbat a CI".trat­
.Jo trum Bailundo would be n.'lUrnt-d lo IN- COd..o;t.J.! port ut" Bt'l1WJl·1a. and tht"ll
eepccted lo m.llu.> hlSown Wd)' borre, up tbeescerpmcet .md.~~l'fal hundn...J
mil,·...~,

0t1'uJu "Ii.I•• carvcd out a 5p.ta' in Ufll' ot Angula's gruwinK and relo111 \'t"ly oInon-
yn'klU'" ritie Por!flgllltlS f"11Tl t1'1l' central híghlend... lh..-' O'lol....tal ah,,!,> of llt-ngul'la ,m d

Lobilu wt>n' f,1\'lIrih..' dt..'Stination... &mtu s.Imu\'Uallgu t1t...J,a wlft..,fir.t·//¡la (fann) .lOO

l"Ildl'li up "penJin~ Ihn...... p ,'a" a.. d ~lf1lt...lic ....·rv ant in Bt"l'1gudd. Hl' ,anliJl-d

ft.'tUmll\¡;; lo hl'i~ ,lOO family in Bailundo becau>;t' .... fl'dn-d bt.;,,~ -.ent b.k:l tu

tt.. a.lttre ja::n.dti by hi...~.

Arn....... dlt' llo.a.nJ. í'mrlnrtlÚlS n'1l1."mbt.-n>d !h.·ir ~l.arit.... as _\'1rtually nolhing•.

r..t..." talk,J abl.lul \\ I.rking sim'ply Iu PdYIht,r Id\:., whidl n·m..un•....t ....rilh filt-~'em-­

nwnt "d min¡"'tra lu!""i who ..n'\'1'lJift.'l.i . tht.'m:

. , mrit1("tl.Jf/SlXJ pt" mmllll iJ"d u t/J('/J l."ril 'l'lII'I'1T IQu¡l''f1~ICS)1 rnril'l'Ji 6lKlSl)'J

~",.,. 15 IfIfl,"Jl'i. ,from thls Sfl{ary tlry tl•• lmt llll JSt Xl tll iJtl'!I"rv tilles. "'tn'¡"~ /PJ(' u'ith

""ly :ulJStlJ. In that IroN' u.. ulJri:¡1Ifi. ,'''drfr dr ,n "(I... Ufto plIId us thal un¡u...1ü ·
-:v. u'hilsl tJIt' rrsI crf tllt' nuJt~ rmlmtlN u'lIh h-rm, 1ll'na . ont' b mt' I iISÁl'J tIr IliInllms­

""11.. u*" ifu u"'*al. Iht nltJllty t.)~ ,.w lo u .. ","IIÚtS hrw Iwith tht' admini-.tra·

• 11*"'......... lth Il.lnll Au~,"h" '';''"IlIK''X,h~", 12 Apnl1l1Ofl, ",",,,",,,.. ,
• In 1". 7Itw [ ",IioohC,_ I In A"",.w v-..-.I. Il"",pnl RII!lI _ lhr ro-' u' "-lt I. "'.... )YIJ ~Il-

-.1 fn' ~_!iAoT<_,n ",twI • • t B _ ..~ <lit ""11'''• •" '''1 7
.--. ~ cn-n",a..Cinl" , " do- bn , ,1 Üf'" 'Ieo':' """",...
. .... 01. .... " ......
.._._....".. ~.......... . . " prtl el l odu
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ter] ! Tht Administro!,,, ,IJelIlXht c-JUI d, ¡mJ "01lJ. • " 11m )'IU hm.lt11 dog.. . IInJ ,his

dog~ hUI/linS ti mn~ ,..,,,,, a" tmima/. "', ,!,'l'" Xit" tlr "IAI' Of" IIrAmi' hl tJr~!

~W !Wlld. '" gitlt km. tht~ -. -Unra," IN AJmmistOlItJf' lidld. " .l,U' "" Ih Jhao~.

lttanL'i( WU ~I lo utri" . '-.

\\Qrk for rontNlQJas al tbe l\lI1 oí Lcoito 1o.Id.1"H a nd u k\ad ing Cd rgo patd seru­
LIr wa~~ tu amtnUddtl5 in 1'" 195O!.. Jllokl • ldamba 1'l"fl1L-m~.,." bt--in~ pcíd 4OOSOO

altt-r 15month!.0I~. fnwn which l 5OSfO W~ "'Ubtractl-d tu J'dy h" la" ILoaving
him .onlv M lh . frw mmllJS tlliJl dld mJl 'l<J/rlt flllY of}lOO'"mbInm.murh le6 ,hiN cf.!J'I'ur

ulik ¡mJ dfJlJm,.l1 Ol.-.cribing hi.. work '" " a",trotlllk, lit the GN.t.'tUt"l 5u~r

I'Lmution. J lnáciu exptaírec . ) i:Ju llrrt' "ot lIbk lo /Juy (/{IIh ji" .!II"" wifr U'I/h mil
u.. un!' ,,"id. much' - . ,"Jl irt fur ~JIj' (ht111. Ir U~ oNigatl1ry lt"".l:. UW' ,IiJ it IItJI b«auSf
u't' "",,,Inl lo. blll muu:-t ' tJu-y IfUll tt'll u~ lo, linier Ir In'lB no' ~'tJll¡J.2II . ÜI1t:' intl'rvil'Wt't'

became~-perdtNwhen d~l..t'\l jf d uring hi.. "ot"f'Vil't' ,1 '" el con tra tado Ilt' had " ..m.11I

gardcn tu gruw fuud : ..Mll l/tU, ~"'__ Illis i.~ a l¡ a~urd 1'lIt':' lit", bJ.'CIlU!it' IIlI r 11 . ".1: uve íhe

u.,,* 11a priS4mt'r, difficl/lt urv, k, a u\lrk WillÚII/ t t'l(IIdI. lI""cr j t 11\IU/¡f br tliffit'll/t fi"'- a sienlf'
to lUlA'/1 r"",,'ublr /ll,nlnl, ,It,?....~.

Women's Memories

80th Jl1l"I\ and .... 1lT1ll'fl w ('1\.. obligah."d to peforrn annua! f'l'lddworl,. U"oUdlJ)' nf a

Mottivt"lyshortduration ni. Wt'l.... h l tw o w t"t"I...., Uuwt>\'t"I', fuln'd l abor ",;thuut pe)'

un t!ll" nldd~ i~ rt"'ITlt."Illht-n...t 01... Ofll' oí th> R'IlN tlOt"f'OUS nd ~."tl,.j rx~ (1'

roInnidlism. In okidition lo tht> worl l'al'ing. excruci.lti n~ly ditftOJIt........,mn~ hok-s
creared by ra in and Lmd...lidt.>s by carrymg ba.J...t"l.. tull uf dirt by hdnd-il w.... u"tUal­

Iy worren and chikin.'n who pt."ffoamt'd the bulk ot lllt.· work,. though mcn clso cun·

tnbutcd. Selection f\lr roed work mírrored that for l'tIntmt,¡¡l..'S,. tht· che'fr dt' p' ...t(l -.mI

wunt Iu d particuldr !ilál th.lt " numM uf f"Orlt' wuu lJ ht> nt.wt....t 00 d pdrtiruLlr

..tnid, (lf nlold. lñt.. glWt'TTUTlt.'J}t provido.:l nu foud t lr ,l.uy. W (lri"t:'N Gll"Iint wi lh

thl'm their 0\\"0 food . In mdt."r lo l'n·.un' l"Olllpliiinu' ilh such hdK'd in...tnJt.1ion....

n lllllll$ Wt'll" ~·nllot....Ü(lm ' .1 d isciplillt..od work ,,-,;imt.·.

Memolit'!'i uf m.ldw"rl.. d h.,lf (\'nlury Idtl'r uniw r"ool ll )' lll'scribl' il d~ "..Iavr ry ..

anJ - u, Jrk A-yflllJ tllt, imllgi llativn _. Verónica O,illlm b,l, fm t'),am pll', t.'Xpl.lin......d,uit·~

for ruad work: "'1/t/rrr uusn " ttnr /....:.1 fi.". US, u.. 07111.;11/11 wm' 'IIJt ,ItlM,u'" rwMJ Inl,,;f

tlw" ...unn fIloo¡u~" slm:.·'105a righllt'" cu" of UVlttT. :~n. Cri..tin.1 \'atch i.l l'1lrl.lino;.;

-1U",,,lo um mi tlr rwJs lit" rny I,VIIIIX " ,\"1', "",11 SolU' t llt' slIfftTin:;: ~V1h"PI I/.'"

1lTrm"li. tht'¡m,11I¡"X hl Jo UQS rocmstTUct. JrItlT. \\Ir rt"" Ik "ItJtd:ry.l/n·m.~ In Ilr

• IUllriv_..ah t.- M-w,. IUw.v JlDo. ""-'1110....1.. S I
k_.......... _"'*' ~ t $ 11r • ..,_ , »-. ""'-'-. ! i •• wlthlo.- ..... 11 ' ._, ........
1-.-_w.m .-.-.. II f '*"'-Y JlDo. P 1 t
la ... i •• wlth l~ 21~ 2Ill&. ...........
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rud:s. runll¡"xfrom tm,' silk t!f rJIt' " 'Ud to tllt'ollllT li1w' ml/s, Imr Ill'lld.~ Cll~iIlX IIUgt' tu....
knsfid/11 dirt...•31 •

women suffered especiaüy due to sexual asseul ts from m,ljltllUS and ÓIIjÚiJS. As a

11llÚS wllUl in Balombo explalns _We U"" Il/lmilldtj·d. IJl/r slIjfi-rin:l: 115 U'Imu'" '1l~~oJ aH
/lr.1UTllLrrit'S Anwst'whitl' mrtl lNllI 1111 shm"r. Wr diJ t/ll/lurt'f' thto P"ltt'rikm 11 (1/1t Imshtmds

lvaJu~ t!ley lV!Tf' 11lso IlIldtT tl't' tlmm" t'./ tlU' u~lift'~. . , tI 't' f11ffl"~ targt'ts... it Tm~ ,mlly
i'lCrrdil>f¡o lurw tlu- cvloni...ts mistmltt'tl «s..32,

In fact. ji wa.s nol unly whih.."!' wbo foit.'x uillly assaulted women, bu t aeo black cipa­

it..... wbo rcgularíy chose coocubínes fmm ernnng rredwurk crews and in villages, In

fart, thi.. sex ual .1bu~~ is documcuted as far bcck .1.. 192-1 in Edward RlJ'S." s Rt1/('rt tJll

[m"lo.l/" rent of Natit.. Llb'.Jr ín 1'L1rtugut'St' Afrira: - In tllt' t'íIllIgt'wllt'tl' tllt' opelo ~1t't7':'i fvr
Ihem:¡:1Jt, lit'I~ whah'TtT tn mUIIl hl'ftlllt'it'Sami 1lI11" U" dan'" 6Ily I,;m IJt,y..:n, Similar prill,.....
tices contmued up through tbe end of fom-d labor in tln- lah' 195I"b. Ju..tina Kalumbo

rcmcmbers: _TII(' lt'tl/l l'l'lI CtmsMt'11oJ Ilf'tllltifid Iv 11,t' t0yt'5 IIf mi'" senva thc cípeios. allit

Stm~ l'./exa'l'tiOlItl/ MWfy tl'l'11'''~fil' ,Iu> capatazes.. ít TflrJS I/llt Im/'tl'tmlt '1~ht' uus
mlltTÍtUIl't IInt ..14, Wht...on asked if wnrnen cvcr initi..rtcd !'>t'lt in exchange for evempnon

fmm hard labor; all but U1lt' (Jf tbe intl'rvi t'wl't-... -..tid no. TIIl..-')' in.... j<.tl'd th...lt w¡ unen
wcre che-en dOO th.11 thcy rould not say no bocnee it would mean ··.,' \·l·[\' reprísals,
including beeungs and íncreesed work bu rden. A<; une in rervlewee exp laincd: -lf.lft. lu
did IItlt OJrlsnlt yoll U'IJulít 1.., ,",INI ¡ti il .l,'tllf uxrean(/"''''01, or""Y Iltlu.T iIlStrulllt7r' ttl W
u-ed. 11Je unmcn tl'tTr USI.'lf ll'il/l tro1'!i amIu'lfl, paúI Ion their fao..~I, willl t·únj.,ltl', i, uns

ml llcl {('it"oltt tI/'la/. U~II'rl YC 'u m-nt"l'tll,tlfllt' .~ lll ll lPkt 'iJ ul !/IlIIr hwJltilld u'itl, tl'l1r5111ll1 !ot H~.

QSlutIT1l!J at tlu' !lllJllt' ti"'I'• .15,

1he U1le int('fVR'Wft' who said ~ knt'w of woml'n ulfl'rinK ~'X in exrn;mgl' for

ew mpti on hum fom.'lt labor, ~ltplilinl'lllh.l1 W(lffit'n who djJ so ran tht' ti...'" of "-'a~i v·

illg a beating: ...... if Ilrt' clJ ~lill tms IllJt inlt're-ttd, yt1ll mil tllt' rt~· 11" 'CtII"n:;: c1lltlllildllS
Iwhippin&oL f:r¡ '( aJlS/:'roch anr 'if lIS cm." :0>11 tlirty ftl/ l( Imn"l'"r?(1Jizah/r ..11>.

Y\hn'll'll tol"ll.'d inln 'i(;'\. gl'lll'rally n"Criwo ",UpplIrt fmm t111'ir ('(lmll1uniti~

¡lldudi~ their hlloJldnd... oc'Cau........ a.. 8lomaNa K.lb),OOut·xpl.Iins:

.... . "l1ll1X}' sht la wom.tn·rdfll.'lI durin~ nl..\d workl arrin:tf illdCk in the villd~eJ

tmlU! u'I'lh lUT lwslJimd, ami fi¡J1t1shmnt , si,,' un.o; Iwt ¡liscrimllll1fnt agllillsl Py II' t' WIIl·

nllmity bt"ll1l1Sl' m tlmt ti"'l' il lI~lS 1/01 Q/I/Y m m u'lI WIUl UVTf ¡lÍ011111"/. but II/~J v ll r lrus­
fflllltbi. Wllnl 11'1' I1 ~li tt'S Solúl ,,, Jo sdmI'tIJ¡"JY t"I:"' ifUll'tl'o ttll~ra,¡lt' ,mllm,l lIilkrtl m a

pub/u: ~tm1, .I,tJll did il.. 1I U"'-"I/tlt ,miy Utllllt'lI u'I., liad tll n 1l111'1.l/..J7,

1 h,t..""...w wllh C..tn.. V. t.:hi... n Apnl 20~ R••l " nJ".
• lnm-v_ w.lh J¡*f'I 'n.I'. 21 F..tmury 2tl"'.R.k""h.. 1 lnll'''''~ .lnllnnl ¡pv... _1N 1Id'11<'1·

!:dw• •d A.......>rttJ~ /Uroort "" [n'j""'_'" uf N...... IMor<r ,.",,~~ 041'0.... 1'oWw ' k '1"" Ahto<oIt r .....
1"25, p JI

.. lnm-v_ ",uh '''otinll ""'lumoo. l3 Artil lIlfw.. &i1undo>.
• lnl"",,_ w,th l.p....nlI Ndu.... IJ Apri'2llJb. ll.o,lund..

nI""",,,, w' lh Ilo.om.rd. lúbvn<l". 111 Apn1201l>. Ch'''Pür (8",).

"'"

"



111 edd ttíon 11) pt"rlllnnil1~ obhgatory n..ní work, w1111""-"11 ..houldl'n..od tht·bUnJl'11S
uf carryíng for fam íües dunng mcn's absence for contract labor. WtK'n a man Idt to

spl:'r1d sho. mnnth.. ur more on 01 fM awolYpl.mrction lus famüy rco-tved no ñnancíel

compensanon. Indced, Portugal's forccd labor sys tem. IikP tho~.' in place in rwigh­
bormg Briu..h end French coloníes, slultcd thc cosu.. (Ji Iarruly mainrcnance to rural

area.... thu.. in"t'ing colornal empíoyers from tbe financia ! rt'!<>pt-lIlsibility uf !'ourport in~

Ihl' fumily unit. Sr. Jacin ta Cahomas explatrec ..our Im..Jwlld.. PlI't 'tT~. J <lllytlm/;.l dllm/;.l

.~ Irml ullur. u'itll luck uhen tlrí'Y ammllumll' tlu'Y IHJuld bllY you a p.mo [piece uf cloth]

llIllI :ilJlIIt' dvll/l!S fuI' tllr' kid.., Vll t l/u' n'St u~l l tOllwrds l lu' tar. Mall.'" JIlI~1 tv return J,'fj,rmf
I/IDllr /lraIlf ' tlu'll lR'fl' u'/lIN,' h' p¡Jy tJuo "t'Xt .l(I'l1T 'S tax..'fl.

Grey Memories of Colonialism

The borrors of thl' civ il W.1r that engulfcd Anguld Ior nue-t of dlt' twcnry-scven

Yl'an- between índependcnce in 1975 and ti", a~....inatiun ,lf UNrrA lcader lon.1"

Sevímb í in 2tXl2. eccentuated Ior many Angclans tbe more positivo aspccts uf cnloni ­

al¡..m such as: st.l bility and eccess lo consumer goods. Salomao dos Santos n-mcm­

bcrs that atter tbc uutíal honcymoon wbcn everything seemed ..Iib' a 1\,141 nlSt'!".., the
s ttuotion qmckly deteriorated into a brutal war withou t n-ason or end " . UNrrA, in

particular; captured young people tr om the field s .md tllnl tbcm to tht' bush In 1;1t' tor­

cibly tumed intc !oOld...." lt wa...during thi..period that pcople wmembcrcd "/JOUl UY'

IIt't'd u'itJl lllt' OI/l1nis1s, l/11ft in s"ilr l!fllapúl:-: to I'"Y ,mI' tlUl'S, 11'1' $ 1~{firriIlXl/VS '".lII/;/I,'( liAr
,W'Ut Wr Jmd follel, dolllt!S. dnIIb , rtc., ¡'1I1 ""wwr 1unlt' 1/lIIJrin~. neiílierpltl nor c1olfll'S, illld

,,,,1.11 U\lr. W/1l1t k",d1'1i,¡¡f(7-,,'rrdmt'l' is tlús?" tu. Ore rnterviowee oescribed the civil war

,h .:1 kind uf footbal l game. in which ordínary pt.'oplt' were kiclt,t b.1ck .:100 furth

bt'fWl'l'l1 w.uing t'lit~ ¡',lu lo 5.lpt"{Ut'd~h:~; tllt' intL'n'M.' pt-wl'rty cau....J by 1m.

tivil war:

• Wr JUll i Jllmgrr. II/l !'t,,,, P-tI"I!t' l''l'1I1 arollt lIaJ;ed 11f'01Wit' tlltyl/J/J n,) /tlll tr d¡IIlJt'fo .

Villasrs U''n' .festrPyl,l, tlrr Ml/jtiflll',(lll~ (l/ ' lIr n J/(lPIlst5 uwr dl'Sln1!1f'1. /lr¡¡I:-,:t'!l U'l'rl'

Mlllm I1JlI1rL. UNrrA s/nfl' f( ~Ultf'Wr 1/Jt'Y w.-mtl,I. lI'/ll'Tl"n'f'" I1Jt'Y ta Tlt I/I',!! massdcm/.

r¡qll'i/, .17111 kiU"i ..U •

FoIlowing his ("pldl1.1til1ll oí thlohumlfS inlliCt"d un lht' ~un uf 8.-lilundn by tl1l"
war. Pau lo 5.1pt-'que m mrnt'l1tL'<f th.11 . t/¡r " rrsn!cr l!fa N(lrt11 Amt'rimll "islarian IIt'rl' in
I'llr millst js ti ;.l(lOll f,(~lIal ll/11 1 UY' aft in 1lf'aa..t2 . In fdl...... rny pn.'!'ot'llCl' iN d ..EuIUpl,.1Il "

0 1' a ..wh.lt'.. was J\.' it'm,t tn Sl'vera llilT'll'S by Illt-' miliSwflll."IS .lo; a si~ llf btlth rn.mgE'

• ..... ).nnl. c.h....... 21 f .... 200h, 0.. ,... ,
!>f.!oa1umAu d.. s"nll-.. 21 h ob. 2OOtL mOO'· -.. "" r"",lu ""'r-"t"". I ~ Af'I1l lOOl>. BotIhmoo· ...



,md peece . In Chinguar (Bihé) Scn hor BI,'llt'tlitU Chitumbo remarked : . jl i~ 11 "I/"a-'ouft'

to Si'f' 11. w/utt" 111.'"' in ou, lIl id.~1 am",,~jll.\' unm our t'llItTS, in the lu~/ l1fl~ /ln.-, ra mla JUlU'

1/lI1'J.'t'I lioJ.O, Scn hor Chitumbo rernarkcd that ..tIU·l'O,tIlXIlt'St' 11n'St'llct' in AII,\'tllllll'r1S a

,\'III't1 'Iz ill,~ ¡" rt""pI'C1 tll lka'/oJ''''l'II t,. however, "0"1' Iwr'("r fi'rls fllIY "Llstll/,..:j¡¡fi'r !iOllltlllll'
u1/il nnstmus yoll . tJ¡,. 1I/:¡'¡1II InlS 01/ II!stnmlt'tlJ, (1' rr~'1/ l 't'llfT, o /1lnc1lim' o/ ffll'tl,"'",

Conclusion

11 is clear fmm rra-n and worren's nwmorie- that An~ola's forced labor regírnc

.lffl'li l'li rnen and women in d istinrt wa)"~" T hough l'xempt from forced contraer

labor. women cerned the burden of maintaining íhe fam üy whüc tbc ír hU~.lOd~ ful­

filled their ¡.lbor ooliganon away frnm horre. n is not an exaggcration lo S.lY that

women slIh<iid i7-l.'tI lhe protlts uf culun i.J1 bu~ilU.~..... ':L.. their husbands' wages were
11l'V. '- inten ded tu support a family. In m•.my T'l.'Spt'lt.. women shouklen -d a more

tllll'n'IU" buníen than ~'lt'ir rm-nfolk bccau....• it W.1" primanly wc mcn, and duldren
whc mamtaincd thc roed nctwork wlthout P-ly. \ \fmnt'll ,11-.0 Iaced 11U' addcd hunul­

iatioll ot sexua l exploi tauon at thc hand... uf nlih.t fonmcn and pohce. A... a result uf

tht.'1r respons íbüítíes lo duldrcn and clders, womcn al<;t l had cven fcwcr optíons for
"",i..tanoc than men . w onwn rorely exc rcí....-d the optton of flt>t.·ing bt'('.:lU !'ol.-' oí !l-lt'ir

comrnttment.. In rruíntain chítdren .1IlJ e lders. Men, on tbe othcr hand, freq ucn tly

absconded onerou... fomd labor and <;t1tlt'tl far frt1lll horrn--ecure in the knowledge
that lht.'ir wives would maintain the borne....tead .

Conducting oral hís tory íntcrv¡ew ... in rural Angula impres-ed upon me the
ímportenco of oral memory, espeoclty in soooucs wuh n.'latiVt'ly few wn ttcn sour­

C't:"o. In l"'\ ' t"ry \'iIIagl' we vi...jted, g l'llt'To.l tiollS ~atht.'n.oJ lo 1'll"'lT their cídcrs ..mlJÁnrs: 'Ji!i­

tmY;1I 4linlogll/·-, and givtng this intervlewer 11 'lt., <,j.·n..... Ih.1111'll' oc casíon uf the- inn-r­
vie\\' was truly momcnluus~~.
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