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ÉPOCA Y VIDA DE JAMES "SANTIAGO' T.
HUMBERSTONE EN LA PAMPA SALITRERA

Life and Works of James "Santiago" T. Humberstone in the
nitrate industry at Tarapacá

Pedro Bravo-Elizondo. pedro.bravo-e1izondo@wichita .edu
Wich ita State University, Wichita, Kan a , E tados Unidos

"The English have a great hunger for de olate place .
( . . .) I think you are another of the e desert loving English."

Prince Feisal to T.E . Lawrence
(Lawrence ofArabia, 1962. Dir. David Lean)

Recib ido: Octubre 2005 .
Aprobado : Enero 2006 .

RES ME

EI presente trabajo representa un acercamiento a la vida y obra de James "Santiago"
Hurnberstone, pione ro de la indu tria alitrera en Tarapac á. Basado principalmente en u
"Autobiografia". y narració n de "Huida de Agua Santa en 1879", bosqueja la trayectoria y
educació n dei joven Humberstone en Inglaterra y en la pampa alitrera, como así tambi én
su logros en la ternprana industria dei salitre.

PALABRAS CLAVES: Sali tre. James T. Hurnberstone. Sistema Shank .

ABSTRACT

Th e present article represe nts an approach to the life and work of James "Santiago"
Humberstone, pioneer of the nit rate industry in Tarapacá. Based primarily on his
"A utobiography" and his narration of"Escape from Agua Santa in 1879". this study outlines
the trajec tory and education of the young Humberstone in England and in the nitrate field .
as well as his achievements in the early days of the nitrate industry.
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