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Abstract 

This study is linked to the master program of post-graduate degree in Nursing, 

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, aims to characterize the significance of nursing 

care to nurses who work in hemodialysis; Identify from nurses’ performance in 

hemodialysis: the context of care, strategies for action / interaction, intervening 

factors and the related implications for care, examine the dynamics of hemodialysis 

care in seeking the understanding of the distinction and complementarity between 

the expressive and procedural, to propose a substantive theory relating the 

meaning ascribed to nephrologist care by nurses with the care offered to clients on 

hemodialysis with a view to recovery of the human. Qualitative study of type 

Grounded Theory, using the theoretical Symbolic Interactionism. The scenario is a 

university hospital in Rio de Janeiro and the subjects are nurses working in 

hemodialysis. For data collection will be adopted semi-structured interviews and 

systematic observation. The analysis will follow the guidance of Grounded Theory. 
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PROBLEM SITUATION AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE                              

The care practice represents a challenge for nursing, because each person has their 

own values and principles that may influence the care service. Then it is necessary 

to consider that each client has a particular way of facing different situations, which 

might be quite stressful1. Thus, considering the fact that nursing care practice 

requires human interaction and the hemodialysis nurse requires the interactive 

process for carrying out the care service, there is a connection between the 

significance of nursing care for this professional (now configured as an object of 

study) and the Theory concerning the assumptions related to Symbolic 

Interactionism (SI), which was adopted as theoretical reference. 

The SI understands the significance as a concept emerging from the interactive 

process established among people2. Therefore, it is evident that in SI, the 

significance is the central concept, in which the actions are built up during the 

interaction process among individuals, who define the actions and act on the social 

context they are in. Thus, the hemodialysis nurse receives and notices symbols 

from the scenario, work context, clients in question, which leads them to a constant 

interactive process, from which their actions are based. 

 

OBJECTIVES 
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To characterize the significance of nursing care for the nurse who works in 

hemodialysis; identify from the hemodialysis nurses' performance: the context of 

care, action / interaction strategies, the factors involved and the implications for 

the related care; analyse the dynamics of care in hemodialysis seeking the 

understanding of the distinction and complementariness between procedural and 

expressive; propose a substantive theory relating the significance of care given by 

the nephrologist nurse with the actual care offered to clients on hemodialysis with  

the aim of human promotion.   

 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

How is the nursing care service offered by hemodialysis nurses considering the 

components: procedural and expressive? In which way the context relates to 

nurses' actions in this investigative field? What factors of daily dynamics are 

involved and influence this care process?  

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study uses qualitative approach as a theoretical reference to Grounded Theory 

(GT), which is a systematic method that aims at building a theory from the 

collected data to explain a given phenomenon present in reality3. The study setting 

will be the nephrology service at the university hospital of Rio de Janeiro and the 

subjects will be the nurses who work at the nephrology center, hemodialysis 

modality. The data collection will be done by semi-structured interviews and 

systematic participant observation. Information will be recorded and then grouped, 

classified and evaluated according to GT instructions: open coding, axial coding, 

selective coding and theory delimitation. This study was approved by the Ethics 

Committee in Research of University Hospital Pedro Ernesto, under the register nº. 

2817/2010. 
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