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Charles Wagley: mentor and colleague
Charles Wagley: mentor e colega

Maine . Marolis
niversit o lorida. Gainesville, lorida, 

Abstract: Proessor Carles ale as m mentor at Columia niversit, m colleaue at te niversit o lorida and a 
dear riend. His inluence on me can e summarized in one ord Brazil. rom te time  too is course, Peoples 
o Brazil, as a irst semester raduate student at Columia  as captivated and most o m suseuent ield researc 
and pulications ave ad Brazilian temes. nder r. ales direction  did ield researc or m dissertation 
in te coee reion o nortern Paran and ocused on te sit rom coee cultivation to cattle rancin and te 
social and economic conseuences o tat cane. M suseuent researc in te area involved te impact o rost 
on tis sit in economic ase as ell as one o its results te lit o poor Brazilians to Paraua. en startin in 
te late 190s m researc sited and  ean ocusin on Brazilian immirants in e or Cit. is as part o 
a roin movement o Brazilians arrivin in e or, elseere in te nited tates and in Europe and apan. 
ince ten most o m suseuent researc and pulications ave een on tis ne ave o international mirants. 

Keywords: Brazilian rontier. Brazilian emiration. Brasil.

Resumo: Proessor Carles ale oi meu mentor na niversidade de Columia, meu colea na niversidade da lrida e 
um uerido amio.  inluncia dele sore mim pode ser resumida em uma palavra Brasil. esde ue reuentei o 
seu curso Povos do Brasil na niversidade de Columia, como estudante de raduao de primeiro semestre, ui 
cativada e a maior parte da mina suseuente pesuisa de campo e de minas pulicaes teve temas rasileiros. 
o a orientao do r. ale, iz uma pesuisa para a mina dissertao na reio caeeira do norte do Paran, 
concentrando-me na transio do cultivo de caé para a criao de ado, e nas conseuncias sociais e econmicas dessa 
mudana. Mina pesuisa seuinte nessa rea envolveu o impacto da eada nessa transio em uma ase econmica, 
assim como um de seus resultados a mirao de rasileiros pores para o Parauai. Mais tarde, no inal dos anos 190, 
comecei a estudar os imirantes rasileiros na cidade de ova orue. a época, avia um movimento crescente de 
rasileiros ceando a ova orue, em outros luares dos Estados nidos e tamém na Europa e no apo. esde 
ento, a maioria de minas pesuisas e pulicaes tem sido dedicada a essa nova onda de mirantes internacionais.

Palavras-chave: ronteiras rasileiras. Emirao rasileira. Brazil.
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 elieve tat  am in te uniue position in tis volume 
avin een Carles ales doctoral student at Columia 
niversit ere e taut or a uarter o a centur and 
later, is colleaue at te niversit o lorida ere  as 
on te acult in te epartment o ntropolo and 
ere r. ale moved in 1971 to serve as Graduate 
esearc Proessor o ntropolo and atin merican 
tudies until is retirement in 1990. Beore descriin 
r. ales academic inluence on me and on m on 
researc career,  ant to sare it readers o tis volume 
o  irst came to no im at Columia niversit and 
ten  and o e eventuall ecame m colleaue at 
te niversit o lorida.

n m irst semester in raduate scool  too r. 
ales course, Peoples o Brazil. e olloin summer 
ave me te opportunit to do ield or in eiter Brazil or 
Colomia. But ater tain r. ales course and seein 
te ilm Blac rpeus tere as no uestion at m 
coice ould e Brazil. at summer  made m irst trip 
to Brazil  to te ecncavo reion outside o alvador, 
Baia.  did researc usin m ten etremel rudimentar 
Portuuese analzin te social structure and ell deined 
emploment ierarc o a suar mill usina. at researc 
eventuall resulted in a pulised article Marolis, 197.

ter te summer  returned to Columia and 
continued m raduate stud. r. ale areed to serve as 
co-cair o m dissertation committee alon it r. Marvin 
Harris. en  ean considerin a dissertation topic and 
tout  mit return to te ecncavo, r. ale advised 
me ere are a numer o studies o suar in Brazil, so  
not stud coee. nd so  ent on to do ield or in te 
coee reion o nortern Paran accompanied durin m 
irst trip tere  Cecilia oo ale, r. ales Brazilian 
spouse. s a oun sinle oman, r. ale did not ant 
me travelin alone to te interior o Brazil

M dissertation researc ocused on te cane 
rom coee cultivation to cattle rancin and te social and 
economic conseuences o tat sit. is resulted in m irst 
oo, e movin rontier social and economic cane 

in a outern Brazilian communit Marolis, 1973. M 
suseuent researc in te area involved te impact o rost 
on coee cultivation as ell as te lit o poor Brazilians to 
Paraua due to te unemploment and landlessness caused 
 land consolidation under te ne cattle reime Marolis, 
1979, 190 Marolis et al., 199. is proved to e a ood 
eample o te Brazilian sain, ere cattle enter, men 
eit nde o oi entra, omens sai.



o on to te niversit o lorida in te late 1960s 
te ean o te Graduate cool at te universit sout 
a specialist on Brazil and oered r. ale a position as 
Graduate esearc Proessor o ntropolo  atin 
merican tudies. r. ale  o ad spent is entire 
career at Columia  anted to accept te position on a 
provisional asis. He told te ean o oered im te 
o tat e ould tae te position or a ear to see o 
e and is ie lied livin in Gainesville, lorida. But te 
ean essentiall told im to tae it or leave it and so e 
decided to leave it  at least or te time ein.

ile r. ale as not ired at tat time, te 
niversit o lorida still sout an antropoloist it 
an interest in Brazil. nd so  as invited tere or a o 
intervie. ltou  ad no intention o leavin e or 
Cit, r. ale persuaded me to accept te position, i 
oered, sain tat te Center or atin merican tudies at 
te niversit o lorida as te oldest and one o te most 
respected centers specializin in atin merican area studies 
in te nited tates. nd, in act, te Center celerated 
its 0t anniversar in 2010.  as suseuentl ired tat 
all as an nterim ssistant Proessor o ntropolo  
nterim ecause  ad not et deended m dissertation at 
Columia ic  did deend te olloin ear.

o ac trac slitl recall tat te late 1960s and 
earl 1970s as a time o turmoil on man campuses in te 
nited tates. t Columia niversit tere ere sit-ins 
and teac-ins aainst te ietnam ar and te police ere 
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called in to arrest student protesters o ad taen over 
te universit presidents oice. Man Columia niversit 
acult reused to old classes on campus in protest o te 
police presence tere. n sum, it as a ver stressul time 
or most o tose associated it Columia. en to mae 
matters even more unsettlin r. ale as roed in 
te elevator o is apartment uildin near Columia.

oon tereater r. ales dauter, Bett ale 
otta, told me in a pone conversation tat er ater 
seemed to reret is decision not to ave accepted te 
o at te niversit o lorida. Hearin tis,  immediatel 
ot in touc it a close riend and colleaue o as 
an assistant dean in te universits raduate scool and 
sared tis nes it im. s a result, r. ale as 
aain oered te position o Graduate esearc Proessor 
and tis time e accepted te universits oer. nd tat 
is o Carles ale came to te niversit o lorida 
ere e taut and uided raduate students or nearl 20 
ears. Parenteticall, it too me almost to ears ater te 
ales arrived in Gainesville eore  could rin msel 
to call im Cuc rater tan r. ale.

n 190 Marvin Harris  arual r. ales most 
inluential student  also let Columia ater nearl tree 
decades and accepted a position as Graduate esearc 
Proessor in ntropolo and atin merican tudies at 
te niversit o lorida.  as delited to no ave 
to memers o m doctoral committee at Columia as 
m colleaues at lorida.

ter contriutors to tis volume ill discuss r. 
ales scolarl and administrative contriutions at te 
niversit o lorida, most notal is oundin in 190, 
alon it r. Marianne cmin, o at as oriinall 
called te mazon esearc and rainin Proram and 
toda is te Center or atin merican tudies idel 
lauded ropical Conservation and evelopment Proram. 
nd, o course, e trained man raduate students  
m count, r. ale caired tent P committees 
and served on man more raduate committees durin 
is time at te niversit o lorida.

s  implied at te start o tis piece, Proessor 
ales personal academic inluence on me can est 
e summarized in a sinle ord Brazil. rom te time  
too is course on Brazil as a irst ear raduate student  
as ooed and most o m suseuent ield researc 
and pulications ave ad Brazilian temes. Beinnin in 
te late 190s m researc ocus sited aa rom topics 
concernin aricultural cane in nortern Paran, Brazil. 
et it still involved Brazil onl tis time m ield or as 
in e or Cit and it concerned Brazilian immirants 
o ere livin tere.

o provide ou it some contet or tis sit in m 
researc interest  am a native Manattanite and an incurale 
e orer, despite avin lived in lorida and avin taut 
at te niversit o lorida or over tree decades. urin 
periodic visits to te cit in te late 190s  or at  call 
m e or i   ean noticin tat more and more 
people tere ere speain Portuuese.  eard it not onl 
in te midton areas usuall reuented  tourists, ut also 
on cit suas  a orm o transportation tat, at te time, 
non-Enlis speain tourists tended to avoid.

ile te sot nasal sounds o Brazilian Portuuese 
ere oten eard on ittle Brazil treet, est 46t treet 
in Manattan tat as lon een lined it Brazilian 
restaurants and oter usinesses caterin to Brazilians, it 
slol daned on me tat te location and etent o te 
Brazilian presence in te cit as o a dierent order tan 
at it ad een earlier.  cance conversation ecame 
te inal catalst tat inspired m researc on Brazilian 
immirants in e or Cit and ten, more roadl, on 
Brazilian emiration in eneral. urin one trip to e 
or around tis time  ad lunc it a cousin o lives 
in Boston. noin o m interest in Brazil, se mentioned 
tat se as ver pleased it te Brazilian oman se 
ad ired as a ouseeeper.  Brazilian  ased, as
se certain tat se is Brazilian espite m lon amiliarit 
it Brazil and Brazilians,  ad never eard o Brazilians 


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ein emploed as domestic servants in te nited tates. 
es, se replied, a lot o m riends emplo Brazilian 
omen as ousecleaners and nannies.

t soon ecame apparent to me tat despite te 
roin presence o Brazilians in e or, Boston, Miami 
and oter cities in te nited tates, tis neest ave o 
immirants as ein overlooed  researcers. Eaer to 
ill tis lacuna  ean ield or on Brazilian immirants in 
e or Cit and in 1994 m irst oo, ittle Brazil an 
etnorap o Brazilians immirants in e or Cit, 
as pulised on tis ne inredient in te cits intricate 
etnic mélange. at same ear te oo as translated 
into Portuuese and pulised in Brazil. nd m e 
or-ased researc as een onoin. ver more tan 
to decades, in te ords o m usand,  ave een 
trollin or Brazilians in te cits restaurants, sops, and 
pulic spaces. n sort,  ave een researcin and ritin 
aout tis ne immiration stream ever since.

M interest in Brazilian immiration, oever, as 
never een limited to te Brazilian communit in e or 
Cit.  ave alas tried to eneralize aout te Brazilian 
immirant presence in te nited tates  visitin Brazilian 
communities in Boston and raminam, Massacusetts, 
anur, Connecticut and ear, e erse and  
talin it immirants and communit leaders tere. n 
trips to visit riends in out Carolina  as ale to intervie a 
e memers o te small Brazilian enclave in Goose Cree 
and ile on vacation in Portsmout, e Hampsire  
taled to a numer o Brazilians emploed at te resort 
ere e ere stain. rom Piladelpia, asinton, 
Cicao and tlanta to Miami and an rancisco  no matter 
ere  traveled in te nited tates   alas sout out 
Brazilian restaurants, stores sellin Brazilian products and 
locall pulised Brazilian nespapers and  spoe it 
Brazilian immirants  met alon te a.

Emiration as also te ocus o m ield researc 
in Brazil on to occasions. n te earl 1990s  visited 
Governador aladares, in Minas Gerais, Brazils amous 
immirant sendin communit and spent time tere 

interviein residents aout riends and relatives livin in te 
nited tates.  also taled it ell inormed inormants, 
te tons maor and oter cit oicials as ell as travel 
aents and te oners o remittance aencies. en in 1997 
 spent a semester in io de aneiro on a ulrit ellosip. 
ere  intervieed a e dozen returned immirants, 
some o om  ad non previousl en te lived in 
e or Cit. M ocus in tis researc as te impact 
o te immirant eperience on tese individuals and teir 
readustment to lie in Brazil Marolis, 2001a.

ome o m ritin on Brazilians in te nited tates 
uses te e concept o transnationalism, a process trou 
ic international mirants maintain teir ties to te ome 
countr  despite its eorapical distance  ile livin 
in te countr o settlement. e term is used to indicate 
te ease it ic people, oects, and ideas lo ac 
and ort across international orders Glic ciller et 
al., 1992. ile immiration as once vieed as eiter 
a permanent rea it te mirants omeland or a 
temporar sta in te ost countr or sort-term economic 
ain, scolars no reconize tat mirants oten ave teir 
eads and earts in to societies at te same time. t is tis 
penomenon tat  use in m analsis o te eavior and 
ideolo o Brazilian immirants in te nited tates o 
see temselves ere and et not ere. at is, ile te 
put don roots in te nited tates te never stop tinin 
o temselves as Brazilian or lonin or te da te can 
return ome. s suc, man immirants eep up it te 
politics, soccer scores, popular music and latest telenovelas 
o teir omeland via te internet, e-mail, pe and pone 
conversations it relatives and riends in Brazil as ell as 
te prorams on  Gloo ic as een availale in te 
nited tates since te late 1990s Marolis, 199, 2001.

en, too,  ave used te concept o transnationalism 
to analze te impact o te events o eptemer 11, 2001 
on Brazilian immirants in te nited tates. ltou 
international miration as never meant an unimpeded 
lo o immirants crossin international orders at ill, 
te attacs in e or and asinton .C. led man 
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industrialized nations, includin te nited tates, to 
increasinl restrict immiration and place ever reater 
ostacles in te a o te ree movement o transnational 
mirants.  dra on Brazilian immirants in te nited 
tates as a case stud analzin te as in ic te and 
presumal, oter immirant roups as ell, ave een 
impacted  post-911 constraints. M speciic ocus as 
on te attacs conseuences or odil transnationalism, 
te reater diicult o crossin international oundaries 
as a result o te titenin o visa reuirements and te 
militarization o orders Marolis, 200.

noter maor suect in m ritin on Brazilian 
emiration is te conundrum o etnic identit Marolis, 
2007, 2009. n teir eort to retain a distinct national 
identit Brazilians aroad routinel reect ein susumed 
under oter immirant roups, most especiall panis-
speain roups. n man cases tis maes Brazilians 
invisile to census taers and immirant oranizations 
and, tus, can neativel impact teir political inluence 
and political participation.

Brazilian mmiration to te nited tates, as eld in 
200 at te avid oceeller Center o atin merican 
tudies at Harvard niversit out-Pastré and Braa, 
200. ver it scolars, communit oranizers and 
immirant activists ave presentations at te conerence 
ere  as te enote speaer.

 ave also uided several raduate students o 
ave ad varin researc interests in Brazilian immiration 
to te nited tates. ne o m doctoral students at te 
niversit o lorida, r. osana esende, compared to 
Brazilian communities in sout lorida and analzed teir 
interaction in terms o etnicit, sel-imae, communit 
uildin, social class and ender roles. noter ormer 
doctoral student, r. iviane ssuno, a Brazilian doin 
researc in te nited tates on a sandic scolarsip 
bolsa sanduíche, as interested in te ood as o 
Brazilian immirants in Boston ere se researced, 
amon oter issues, te manner in ic te dail eatin 
o Brazilian ood  immirants elped tem recreate te 
amience o te amiliar, o te ome te ad let eind. 
 tird ormer student, r. atalia Coimra de , also a 
Brazilian on a bolsa sanduíche, analzed te annual Brazilian 
ndependence a treet air in e or Cit in terms 
o te oicial and unoicial representations o Brazilian 
culture and discussed related issues o identit, communit 
and loalization. inall, Maria enaide lves, et anoter 
Brazilian o  directed ile on a bolsa sanduíche in e 
or, ocused er researc on te impact o emiration on 
oun people in a small immirant-sendin communit in 
Minas Gerais esende, 2009 ssuno, 2011 , 20111.

oon te nited tates as not te onl area o 
interest to researcers o Brazilian immiration. ournalistic 
accounts, academic articles, teses and dissertations also 
no eist on Brazilian communities in Paraua, Portual, 
pain, tal, Enland, reland and ustralia. ese interests 
ere ilited in a 1997 aterin in ison in ic 

1 ee also lves, Maria enaide. out and transnationalism in a rural Brazilian count. Paper presented at te Brazil eminar, ecemer 13, 
Columia niversit, 2012.



n due time  as no loner alone in m interest 
in Brazilian emiration to te nited tates. s tis res 
ave o immirants re, more and more researcers 
 academics as ell as ournalists  ean documentin 
various aspects o tis ne miration stream. Boos ave 
no een ritten on Brazilian immirant communities 
in Boston, os neles and e rleans and edited 
volumes report on Brazilian communities elseere in 
te nited tates ales, 2003 Martes, 2010 Beserra, 
2003 Gison, 2012 eis and ales, 1999 Martes and 
leiscer, 2003. it te eplosion o researc and 
researcers interested in Brazilian emiration, a seminal 
conerence on te topic, te irst ational Conress on 
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 too part, te Conerence on te Brazilian iaspora 
immiration in times o loalization. s et, oever, tere 
are e o te sort o lent, detailed studies pulised 
on Brazilians in tese reions tat eist or Brazilian émigrés
in te nited tates.

ne countr tat is an eception to tis statement is 
apan.  reat deal o scolarl researc as een done on 
Brazilian immirants in apan, te so-called dekasseguis  
Brazilians o apanese descent o ean emiratin to te 
land o teir ancestors in te earl 1990s. Here, too, tere 
are etnorapies detailin te Brazilian eperience in apan 
iner, 2001 ot, 2002 suda, 2003. nd a aterin 
ic  attended tat touced on te topic, te Conerence 
on atin merican Emiration in ort merica, Europe 
and apan, as eld at te ational Museum o Etnolo 
in saa, apan in 2001 amada, 2003.

te orm once tere. Bot reliious and secular activit 
and institutions are analzed alon it Brazilian identit 
outside Brazil.  inal capter loos to te uture ill 
Brazilians remain aroad despite te turnaround in te 
Brazilian econom r are te ere toda, and ill 
te e one tomorro

ltou r. ale passed aa in 1991 eore 
m irst oo on Brazilian immiration as pulised, tat 
oo, ittle Brazil, is dedicated to im. e dedication 
reads n Memor o Carles ale, student o Brazilian 
culture, mentor etraordinaire, colleaue and dear riend.
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