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 Editorial 

The new challenge of the territories, 
their internationalization
El nuevo reto de los territorios, 
su internacionalización

As a result of the breakdown of na-
tional borders, an integrative impact 
has been generated on the world 
dynamics by te dierent territorial 
levels. This has occurred from the 
globalization process, which implies 
tat it as been eperienced die-
rently throughout the internal and 
external spaces of nations. As a ge-
neral framework, supranational in-
tegrations reconÅgured te national 
supremacy, changed logic within 
public administration, and weake-
ned the concept of borders between 
countries (Borrás, Christiansen & 
Rodríguez-Pose, 1994.)

In this way, territorial internatio-
nalization was consolidated as a 
dialogue mechanism after the Se-
cond World War; being the bridge 
for te understanding of dierent 
cultures within a continent in re-
construction. Although its process 
would begin in the Franco-German 
cross-border dynamics, these logics, 
of dialogue between territories, 
would spread throughout the coun-
tries of te ort in a Årst stage 
through the town twinning (Haf-
teck, 2003.)

Subsequently, the cultural links, 
and the international missions of 

local representatives, were accom-
panied by the decentralization poli-
cies of the 1980s; empowering terri-
torial action. With a new scenario 
of functions delegated to territorial 
entities, external action was essen-
tial for many of the territories that 
sought international recognition 
(Aldecoa & Keating, 1999; Corna-
go, 2010.)

Thus, the 21st century will bring 
a new tool to link a large number of 
actors seeking partners with shared 
interests to respond to their 
functions and develop their jurisdic-
tions. Both international coopera-
tion and diplomacy, originally na-
tional practices, changed their de-
nominations to adapt to new subna-
tional and international realities; 
creating the concepts of decentrali-
zed cooperation and paradiplomacy 
( Jiménez, Ochoa & Pineda, 2010).

Although not a recent process, 
these new practices have currently 
taken a great interest in most terri-
tories, both cities and intermediate 
entities (departments, provinces and 
regions).This interest is due to the 
fact that the new practices of territo-
rial internationalization turn out to 
be a source of resources (technical 

and Ånancial) to respond eciently 
to the problems that are shared 
beteen te dierent partners (i-
ño-Amezquita, 2016). In turn, the 
transfer of solutions to territories 
that have not solved the problems, 
turns out to be relevant not only 
from the mechanisms of joint ope-
ration (cooperation) but also within 
the logic of solidarity and support 
(traditional cooperation).

For Colombia, it would be until 
about a decade ago, when several 
academics began to undertake ini-
tiatives to understand the territorial 
internationalization and its scope 
for the development of Colombia; 
understanding te dierences 
itin, and te dierent scales to 
respond to this reality. However, the 
institutional and organizational de-
velopments are not new, proof of 
this are the departmental represen-
tations in Bogota. Since the middle 
of the last century, these houses have 
been in charge of linking their terri-
tories with outside dynamics.

Currently, challenges have been 
changing in tandem with develop-
ment approaces and deÅnitions. n 
this way, currently the territories 
have been creating agendas of inter-
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nationalization linked to territorial 
competitiveness ( Jiménez et al, 
2010).

Thus, after understanding the 
territorial commitment, the territo-
rial governments work together 
with the relevant actors of the pro-
ductive structure.

it tis, speciÅc actions are 
identiÅed to establis an agenda of 
internationalization in order to in-
crease competitiveness and develop 
its territories. In fact, it has become 
evident that independent institu-
tions, in charge of the international 
agenda, do not necessarily generate 
an increase in the competitiveness 
of the territories.This behavior oc-
curs more commonly in the lagging 
areas, which have concentrated 
teir eorts in obtaining Ånancial 
support for projects, beyond the 
improvement of the factors that can 
aect te true deelopment of te 
jurisdiction and not the response to 
basic needs.

Finally, the new technological 
mechanisms have given the oppor-
tunity to get to no dierent ini-
tiatives and the networking by the 
territories; promoting joint solutions 
and the transfer of good practices.

This way, territorial internatio-
nalization is not only imperative for 

developed areas that need to be 
ecient and competitie globally, 
but it can also be the way in which 
lagging areas can optimize their 
resources in order to be able to res-
pond to the problems they face on a 
daily basis.
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