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Roberto Mufioz MD MS, Lizet Sanchez MS PhD

ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION Following a tripling of tuberculosis incidence in
Cuba between 1991 and 1994 (from 4.7 to 14.7 per 100,000), the
National TB Control Program was revamped in 1995 and the Nation-
al Reference Center for Childhood TB and Provincial Childhood TB
Commissions were created as a strategy for addressing this emerging
health problem.

OBJECTIVE Assess the impact of Cuba’s new strategy for TB control
in children aged <15 years during the period 1995-2005.

METHODS A descriptive review of health services and systems was
conducted in Cuba, examining 157 cases of TB diagnosed in chil-
dren aged <15 years during the period 1995-2005 and comparing
impact and process indicators for selected years (1995, 2000, and
2005). Impact indicators included reduction in: @) incidence; b) serious
forms (peritoneal, meningeal, miliary, combined); c) mortality; and d)
case outcomes (cure, death, treatment drop-out, treatment failure).
Process indicators were proportion of cases with: a) microbiological
tests; b) knowledge of infection source; c) diagnoses obtained through
adult case contact tracing; d) time to diagnosis <60 days; and e) post-
mortem diagnoses.

RESULTS During the period 1995-2005, TB rates in children aged
<15 years fell by 50% (from 1.0 to 0.5 per 100,000), more evident

INTRODUCTION

In Cuba, the first National Tuberculosis Control Program (PNCT,
the Spanish acronym) was established in 1962-63 in response to
the difficult epidemiological situation this disease posed by 1959,
when the country underwent political and social changes.[1-3]
The PNCT was incorporated into the developing Cuban public
health system, the latter guided by principles of accessible, uni-
versal and free health care, with an intersectoral approach and
active community participation.

For TB diagnosis, since 1970 the country has had a decen-
tralized network of laboratories for sputum smear microscopy
and initial specimen cultures, permitting identification of indi-
viduals with respiratory symptoms, as well as surveillance of
resistance and periodic quality control. All patients are studied
epidemiologically, with intensive contact tracing to identify oth-
erill persons and those with latent infections who meet criteria
for isoniazid prophylaxis.[4,5] Under the National Immuniza-
tion Program, all newborns are vaccinated with BCG before
discharge from hospital.[5,6] There are also geographic risk
stratification and intervention activities among institutionalized
populations and in the community.[3,5] The primary health care
(PHC) physician is responsible for the bulk of these activities:
case-finding; contact tracing and follow-up; teaching patients
to give a sputum sample; supervised administration of treat-
ment and isoniazid prophylaxis; and importantly, individual and
group educational activities in the community. The Cuban gov-
ernment has committed the resources necessary for program
implementation.[3,5,7]

in children <10 years. The Havana rate was three times the national
rate. Diagnosis was post-mortem in three serious cases (1.9%); there
were four deaths (2.5%), none after 2000. Only seven children (4.5%)
had serious forms, none after 2002. Except for cases diagnosed post-
mortem, all children received treatment directly supervised by health
personnel. Cure rate was 99.4%; there were no treatment drop-outs or
chronic cases; one relapse was reported (0.6%). Knowledge of infec-
tion source increased to 90% over the selected years. Microbiological
tests were conducted in 90% of cases, with isolation in 30.9%. No iso-
late was drug-resistant, nor were there reports of infectious contacts
with resistance. We found no HIV coinfection. At the end of the study,
time to diagnosis of 260 days persisted in 40% of cases.

CONCLUSIONS Creation of a National Reference Center for Child-
hood TB and Provincial Childhood TB Commissions has contributed
to improved TB diagnosis and control in children aged <15 years,
achieving incidence similar to that during the period prior to TB re-
emergence and to those of some developed countries. Improvements
are needed in the work and systematic training of health personnel,
especially at the primary health care level, in order to eliminate TB as
a national health problem by 2015.

KEYWORDS Tuberculosis; tuberculosis/diagnosis; tuberculosis/epi-
demiology; tuberculosis/mortality; tuberculosis/prevention and con-
trol; tuberculosis/therapy; child health services; Cuba

Beginning in 1970, the PNCT conducted nationwide activities that
helped reduce TB incidence and serious forms of the disease in
all age groups over the next two decades, with an 85% decline
in incidence among children aged <15 years (from 2.7 to 0.4 per
100,000 from 1970 to 1990).[4,5,8] (Figure 1)

A re-emergence of TB occurred worldwide at the end of the last
century, with a reported 9 million new cases and almost 3 million
deaths in all age groups; 1.3 million of these new cases and some
450,000 deaths were children.[9] The United States reported a
20% rise in cases, with a higher increase in children (40%).[10]
The situation turned more critical in developing countries, where
95% of new TB cases are reported, the majority in Sub-Saharan
Africa and Southeast Asia.[10,11] PAHO reported a slight in-
crease in the Americas starting in 1991.[12] This re-emergence
has been associated with worsening social problems, increased
resistance to tuberculosis drugs, HIV coinfection, and abandon-
ment of control programs.[5,7,12]

In 1992, Cuba also began to see a steady rise in reported cases,
related to PNCT implementation problems and deteriorating so-
cial and economic conditions stemming from the breakup of the
European socialist camp and the tightening of the US economic
embargo on Cuba, which together caused a 37% drop in per cap-
ita Gross Domestic Product (GDP). All of this undermined popula-
tion nutritional status and standard of living,[13,14] reversing the
previous downward trend in TB.[7] In response, the PNCT was
revamped, adopting new guidelines aimed at lowering incidence
rates.[1-5]

MEDICC Review, July 2011, Vol 13, No 3

Peer Reviewed 29



Original Research

Figure 1: Tuberculosis incidence in Cuba, 1970-1994
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Strategy to fight childhood TB, 1995 To diagnosis and manage
TB in children aged <15 years, the National Reference Center for
Childhood TB (CRTB, the Spanish acronym) was created, as well
as Provincial Commissions for Childhood TB Control (CPTB, the
Spanish acronym) staffed by pediatricians specializing in respira-
tory ilinesses.[4] These Commissions are responsible for monitor-
ing children aged <15 years identified during contact tracing of
adults with TB in each province. They also assess children with
suspected TB referred for medical attention from PHC facilities.

Once a diagnosis is made, the responsible CPTB physician uses
clinical records to create a patient profile, sending a copy to the
CRTB, headquartered at the Central Havana Children’s Hospital.
A number of specialists see and discuss each pediatric patient,
and TB diagnosis is confirmed by the CRTB. Pediatric cases fol-
low the standard PNCT treatment protocol at the primary care
level, based on the Directly Observed Treatment-Short Course
strategy (DOTS).[5,7] Discharge is ratified by the CPTB and the
CRTB as progress warrants.

A national course is held annually to update CPTB members, who
replicate the course for pediatricians in primary and secondary
care settings in their provinces.

Given the challenge to eliminate TB as a national health problem
by 2015,[5,7] it is important to evaluate results of the PNCT’s new
strategy from its inception. This study assesses the strategy’s im-
pact on TB control in children aged <15 years from 1995 to 2005.

METHODS

A retrospective health system and services review was con-
ducted, covering an 11-year period from 1995 through 2005. The
years 1995, 2000, and 2005 were selected to study behavior of
TB incidence in children aged <15 years by age group, province
of residence, and PNCT process indicators. For impact indicators,
the universe included all children aged <15 years diagnosed with
TB: 157 patients; the number for operational or process indicators
(Table 1) was 144, due to missing data on 13 as explained below.

Data were stored in an SPSS database, analyzed with descriptive
and inferential statistics using EPIDAT 3.1,[15] and displayed in
tables.

Incidence per 100,000 for each year selected (total, by age group,
and by province) was estimated using demographic data for the
population aged <15 years.[5]

The study protocol was approved by the ethics committee of the
Central Havana Pediatric Hospital, and its methods were based
on chart review of cases seen by PCTB and CRTB, ensuring pa-
tient anonymity. The beneficence principle was operative and all
patients received standard treatment.

RESULTS
During the period 1995-2005, PNCT impact indicators exhibited
the following behavior:

Childhood TB incidence fell nationally by 50%, with a sharper de-
cline in children aged <10 years (Table 2). Rates in all provinces
fell during the period studied. Havana City province reported the
highest rates, three times national incidence in 2005 (1.5 per
100,000 vs. 0.5 per 100,000).

There was a decline in frequency of serious forms: seven of the
eight cases reported presented between 1995 and 2000, with no
cases reported after 2002. There were three cases of peritone-
al TB (1.9% of cases), two of meningeal (1.3%), two of miliary
(1.3%) and one combined miliary and meningeal (0.6%).

There were four deaths during the period studied, or 2.5% of
the 157 children diagnosed with TB. There were no deaths af-
ter 2000.

Except for three cases diagnosed post-mortem, all children re-
ceived treatment directly supervised by health personnel; cure
rate was 99.4% (153/154). There were no drop-outs or chronic
cases. One relapse was reported in the fourth child who died, who
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Table 1: National TB Control Program: process and impact
indicators studied

Impact Indicator

Declining incidence over
the period

Reduction in serious forms (miliary, menin- Declining frequency over
geal, peritoneal, combined) the period

Reduction in mortality E:::'?Aggpg?;jamy I

Cure =95

» SS+ patient finishing treatment with 23
negative smears (including one at end
of treatment)

» SS- patient with good clinical and radio-
graphic outcome

Treatment failure

» SS+ patient since diagnosis and/or four
months after start of treatment

* Relapse Patient cured after treatment
returning with positive smear or culture;
or cured patient who later dies and
autopsy exhibits active TB, whether or
not cause of death

¢ Chronic case SS+ patient after com-
pleting supervised retreatment regimen

Drop-out Patient who interrupts treatment

for 22 months

Death Patient who dies from any cause

during treatment

Process Indicator Target (% of cases)

Reduction in incidence

<2

<1

<4

Cases with microbiological tests 100
Cases with known source of infection 290
Diagnosis obtained through contact tracing >80
of an adult case

Time to diagnosis <60 days >80
Post-mortem diagnosis <2.5

Source: National TB Control Program

had suffered from a serious immunodeficiency and been cured of
TB peritonitis as an infant (1998), relapsing at age 2 years.

PNCT process indicators exhibited the following behavior in the
selected years (Table 3):

The proportion of cases with microbiological testing remained low,
at no time reaching the target indicator of 100%. Studies of gastric
aspirates predominated, followed by sputum, with a 30.9% Myco-
bacterium tuberculosis isolation rate. There were no reports of re-
sistance to tuberculosis drugs in the strains isolated from patients
and their infectious contacts, or of HIV coinfection.

It was only in 2005 that the target of identifying the source of infec-
tion in 290% of cases was met. Predominant sources were close
family members, followed by neighbors.

The indicator “diagnosis in contact tracing for an adult case” ex-
hibited values well below the target level of 80%. The highest per-
centage—50%—was reached in 2005.

Time to diagnosis continued to be lengthy during the period stud-
ied. In fact, the proportion of cases diagnosed within the 60-day
target was lower in 2005 than in 2000 and 1995 (60% vs. 66.6%
and 75%, respectively). Post-mortem diagnosis was made in
three children (1.9% of cases). They were: a 1-year-old boy with
miliary TB, an 11-month-old boy with miliary and meningeal TB,
and a 4-year-old boy with meningitis.

DISCUSSION

In the period prior to TB’s re-emergence, 1981-1993, incidence
rates in children aged <15 years remained under 1 per 100,000,[5]
averaging 0.3 (0.1-0.5).[8] In our research, a 50% incidence de-
cline was observed during the period studied, from an initial 1
per 100,000 in 1995. The decline was steeper than the average
decline reported from 1964 until re-emergence,[7] and the rate of
decline was slower after 2000.

Table 2: Childhood TB incidence in Cuba by age group for selected years, 1995-2005

Age Group Total

VEEr 10-14 years
No./pop. | Rate | No./pop. [Rate | No./pop. No./pop. | Rate | No./pop. |Rate|

1995 0(154,501) 0.0 10(655315) 1.5 7(853,632) 0.8 8(771,844) 1.0 25(2,435292) 1.0
2000 0(142,674) 0.0 9(593070) 1.5 5(766,709) 0.6 2(877,706) 0.2 16(2,380,159) 0.6
2005 0(130,017) 0.0 3(556,252) 0.5 1(697300) 0.1 6(1,591,064) 0.8 10(2,974,633) 0.5

Rate per 100,000 population
Source: National Statistics Division, Ministry of Public Health, Havana

Table 3: Cuba’s National TB Control Program: selected process indicator results, 1995-2005

Selected years

indicator e
Microbiology tests performed 100 11 (91 .6) 12 (75 0) 9 (90.0)
Time to diagnosis <60 days 280 8 (66.6) 12 (75.0) 6 (60.0)
Known source of infection 290 10 (83.3) 13 (81.2) 9 (90.0)
Diagnosis in contact tracing for an adult case 280 2(16.7) 6 (37.5) 5 (50.0)
Total cases studied 12 16 10

*1n 1995, process indicators were studied for only 12 of 25 reported cases.

Source: National TB Control Program

Globally, infants and adoles-
cents are the age groups at
highest risk of developing the
disease and dying after pri-
mary infection.[16,17] In this
Cuban study, the group with
the least decline in incidence
rate was children aged 10-14
years.

In the United States, Nelson et
al. reported falling TB incidence
rates in children aged <15
years, from 2.9 per 100,000
in 1993 to 1.5 per 100,000 in
2001, representing a 48.3%
decline.[18] Higher rates per-
sisted in children aged >5
years, children in urban areas,
children from ethnic or racial
minorities, and children from
families who had immigrated
from high-prevalence coun-
tries. Since 2003, the United
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States has reported an annual decline of just 3.8% for all ages
and new TB elimination strategies are being pursued.[19]

The European surveillance network reports rising incidence in all
ages since 1997. The countries of Eastern Europe, with only one-
third of Europe’s population, reported two-thirds of cases in chil-
dren aged <15 years. The rest of Europe reports rates of 1.5-3 per
100,000 over the past 15 years, although the situation is worse in
capitals and major cities.[20]

From 1992 to 2001 in New Zealand, Howie et al.[21] described an
average annual incidence rate of 4.8 per 100,000 in those aged
<16 years; TB was also more common in children aged <5 years
and certain ethnic groups, with a clear association with social dis-
advantage.

The WHO Stop TB Initiative notes that the global decline in
TB has generally been very slow, compromising WHO’s goal
of eliminating TB by 2050.[22] The WHO Stop TB Working
Group published trends in TB incidence rates for the general
population of 134 countries for the period 1997-2006 and
found an annual variation of £+10% in that period, with re-
duced averages in only 93 countries. Rates fell more rapidly
in countries with a higher ranking in the human development
index, lower child mortality, and access to better sanitation
systems.[23]

This suggests that although national tuberculosis control pro-
grams play a vital role in curing TB, preventing mortality, and
reducing transmission and incidence,[23] in the long run, elimi-
nating TB requires conceptualizing health in its broadest sense
as wellbeing, addressing underlying causes by garnering support
from all sectors of society, without trivializing the importance of
the health sector’s coordinating role.[24]

One of this study’s limitations is that it was not designed specifically
to explore the social factors contributing to TB incidence in Cuba,
although the country’s place on the Human Development Index
rose during the period under study;[25] infant mortality continued
to decline (from 9.4 per 1,000 live births in 1995 to 6.2 in 2005 and
4.8 in 2009); survival in children aged <5 years rose from 98.8%
in 1995 to 99.2% in 2005 and 99.4% in 2009;[26] and access to
improved sanitation rose from 87.7% of the population in 1995 to
95.8% in 2008.[27] Nor does Cuba have significant immigration
from high-prevalence countries.[3,7] Nevertheless, the higher
incidence of TB in Havana City may indicate the presence of
vulnerable populations requiring special attention to risk factor
control, as recommended by the WHO Stop TB Initiative.[28]

Havana has an incidence of childhood TB three times that of the
country as a whole and usually accounts for some 25% of all
cases reported.[1] Since 1981 it has undergone major demo-
graphic changes (a positive migration balance with the rest of
the country and high population density, with 100% of its area ur-
banized),[29,30], phenomena that increase the probability of TB
transmission and make PNCT investigation activities difficult.[1]
Geographic risk stratification is an important part of PNCT strat-
egies; in 2009, the country’s 169 municipalities were classified
by their average incidence in the period 2001-2005 as high (=7
per 100,000), medium (6.9—4 per 100,000), and low risk (<4 per
100,000),[31] to develop specific targeted activities in each mu-
nicipality and assess local Program compliance.[3]

Serious forms of TB are very rare in Cuba, and had not been
reported until re-emergence of the disease;[1,7] during the
study period, they accounted for a small proportion of cases
(less than 4%)[5] and were more common in children aged
<5 years, especially infants, whose immature immune systems
put them at high risk of progression and poor organism con-
tainment.[2,16]

All deaths observed in our series occurred prior to 2002 and in
three cases were related to serious forms diagnosed only post-
mortem. The fourth child who died had a very guarded prognosis
due to severe primary immunodeficiency and developed a seri-
ous form of TB very early on.

In 83,183 autopsies performed on adults during the period 1994—
2003,[32] TB was not reported as a common cause of death in
Cuba, but it was among the more common causes of discrepan-
cies between clinical diagnosis and underlying cause of death.
TB poses even greater diagnostic challenges in the pediatric age
group, especially since serious forms had not been seen before
TB'’s re-emergence.[7] In Havana from 1998 through 2002, there
were 23 cases of TB diagnosed by autopsy, or 1.7% of all new
cases.[33]

HIV coinfection is a very important factor in progression from la-
tent to active disease and is also associated with poverty and
social deprivation in general, but in Cuba is not a health problem.
[2,3,7] Although all cases are screened for HIV, no coinfected
children were reported during the period studied.

As reported above, except for those diagnosed post-mortem,
100% of the children studied received supervised treatment from
health personnel under DOTS.[5] In 2000, PAHO reported DOTS
coverage of 73% in the Americas; the cure rate with DOTS was
81% vs. 69% with unsupervised treatment;[34] while our study
showed a higher DOTS cure rate of 99.4%.

Nelson et al. report 90% of pediatric cases completed treatment
in the period 1993-2001 in the United States, with 2.5% case fa-
talities. Treatment using DOTS rose from 37.2% in 1993 to 82.9%
in 1999.[18] In New Zealand, 1992-2001, only 40% of patients re-
ceived treatment under DOTS and there were two deaths among
274 patients <16 years old, for a case-fatality rate of 0.7%. More-
over, there were reports of sequelae in 4%, especially in children
with TB meningitis, and relapses in 2%.[21]

Microbiologic testing confirms diagnosis and enables resistance
studies.[35-37] In this study, small children predominated, a
group that characteristically presents with primary pulmonary
TB. These lesions are generally paucibacillary and closed,
resulting in low isolation rates for Mycobacterium tuberculo-
sis.[16,21,37] In developed countries, with early diagnoses
based largely on contact investigations, isolation rates are low.
[18,21,38] Positivity increases when more than one specimen
is taken from children aged <5 years.[21] In our study, the goal
of 100% microbiologic sputum examination was not reached
at any time, although we consider microbiologic testing to be
critical, with meticulous attention to quality in collection and pro-
cessing.

Identifying the source of infection, an infectious adult, makes
monitoring, prophylaxis, and early diagnosis possible[5,28] and
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prevents progression to severe forms of the disease, especial-
ly in children aged <3 years.[38-41] Some 60-80% of children
who have prolonged contact with infectious people in the home,
whether family or other caregivers, may contract the disease.
[2,16] Ideally, childhood TB should be diagnosed during the in-
vestigation of a smear-positive adult.

While in this study, the target of identifying the source of infection
in 90% of cases was met, many times the source was identified
by studying the contacts of the sick child, the opposite of what
should occur. Thus, the related indicator, diagnosis during contact
tracing of an infectious adult case, remained far below the goal of
285% throughout, although slight improvement was observed at
the end of the study period. Results below this figure have also
been observed in New Zealand (83.9%), South Africa (80%),
Spain (68.6%), and Peru (74.2%).[16,21,40,41]

PNCT includes in its process indicators tracing of 100% of con-
tacts;[9] if the process is effective, at least 90% of exposed chil-
dren who develop active disease will be diagnosed during contact
tracing for an adult case. However, unless contact tracing im-
proves, it will be impossible to eliminate TB as a health problem.
[7,40,42,43]

Late diagnosis, particularly attributable to health system factors,
is infrequently studied in countries with low TB prevalence.[7]
Late diagnosis contributes to progression to advanced or serious
forms of the disease occurring chiefly in the first 12 months after
infection, especially in children aged <3 years; it also contributes
to continued transmission.[7,9,43] Although childhood TB poses a
diagnostic challenge,[1,2,9,37] this does not justify the late diag-

nosis observed in this study, especially in patients with known ex-
posure to the disease, with pulmonary symptoms similar to those
in adults or prolonged adenitis.[41,44] This suggests that pediatri-
cians have low risk perception concerning TB in children aged
<15 years and overconfidence in BCG vaccination, among other
factors identified by the National Reference Center for Childhood
TB. More education and training are needed for the general pop-
ulation and health personnel, particularly pediatricians in CPTB
and family physicians in PHC, to reduce the interval between
symptom onset and diagnosis.

In a country like Cuba with very low incidence and universal
health coverage, it is even more important to emphasize good
contact tracing, proper administration of prophylaxis for latent in-
fection, and an exhaustive study of contacts or symptomatic chil-
dren with probable TB, discussing the cases collegially with teams
of experts in CPTB and the CRTB to obtain an earlier and more
accurate diagnosis.

CONCLUSIONS

The strategy of creating the CRTB and PCTB to revamp and re-
inforce the Cuban health system’s National Tuberculosis Control
Program contributed to TB diagnosis in children aged <15 years
during the 11-year period studied and also to reducing incidence
in that age group to levels similar to those prior to re-emergence
and to those in some developed countries. Improvements are
needed in the work and systematic training of health personnel
and PHC staff involved in implementing PNCT, especially in Ha-
vana, to increase laboratory confirmation, early diagnosis, and
diagnosis in contact tracing if we are to eliminate TB as a health
problem in Cuba by 2015. -~

ticos de Salud. Series de Morbilidad 1970-2005
[Internet]. Havana: Ministry of Public Health
(CU), National Statistics Bureau; 1970-2005.

in Cuba. Arch Dis Child [Internet]. 2008 Nov [cited
2009 Jan 20];93(11):991-3. Available from: http://
adc.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/93/11/991

REFERENCES
Abreu G, Gonzalez E, Armas L, D’'fana J, Borro- [cited 2008 Dec 19] Available from: www.sld.cu/  15. EPIDAT. [Internet]. Version 3.1. Santiago de
to S, Llanes MJ, et al. Tuberculosis en nifios de servicios/estadisticos/anuario_res.php. Spanish. Compostela (ES): Servicio de Informacion sobre
0-14 afios: Cuba, 1994-2003. An Pediatr (Barc). 9. Hesseling AC, Schaaf HS, Gie RP, Starke JR, Saude Publica de la Direccion Xeral de Saude
2007;66(3):248-53. Spanish. Beyers N. A critical review of diagnostic ap- Publica de la Conselleria de Sanidade (Xunta
Abreu G, Gonzalez JA, Sierra RM, Bouza |, Ve- proaches used in the diagnosis of childhood de Galicia); OPS. 2001 Apr 11 [cited 2011 Apr
lazquez A, Pérez T, et al. Pasado y presente de tuberculosis. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis [Internet]. 25]. Available from: http://dxsp.sergas.es. Por-
la Tuberculosis en menores de 15 afios. Rev 2002 Dec [cited 2009 Aug 27];6(12):1038—45. tuguese.
Cubana Pediatr [Internet]. 2009 [cited 2009 Sep Available from: http://www.ingenta.conect/iuatid/  16. Marais BJ, Gie RP, Schaaf HS, Hesseling AC,
11;81(Suppl):S93-101. Available from: http://bvs. ijtld/2002/00000006/00000012/art 0003 Obihara CC, Nelson LJ, et al. The clinical epi-
sld.cu/revistas/ped/vol81_05_09/ped16509.pdf. ~ 10. Starke JR, Jacobs RF, Jereb J. Resurgence demiology of childhood pulmonary tuberculo-
Spanish. of tuberculosis in children. J Pediatr. 1992 sis: a critical review of literature from the pre-
Gonzélez E, Armas L, Llanes MJ. Progress to- Jun;120(6):839-55. chemotherapy era. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis. 2004
wards tuberculosis elimination in Cuba. Int J Tu- 11. Comstock GW, Reichman LB, Starke JR. Re- Mar;8(3):278-85.
berc Lung Dis. 2007 Apr;11(4):405-11. surgimiento de la tuberculosis. Atencién Médica  17. Donald P, Maher D, Qazi S. STOP TB Depart-
Ministry of Public Health (CU). Actualizacion del [Internet]. 1995 May 15 [cited 2009 Dec 19];42— ment and the Department of child and adolescent
Programa Nacional de Control de la Tuberculo- 55. Available from: http://www.drscope.com/ health and development of WHO. A research
sis. Havana: Editorial Ciencias Médicas; 1995. privados/revistas/atencion/oct95/oct95tub.html. agenda for childhood tuberculosis. Improving
Spanish. Spanish. the management of childhood tuberculosis within
Ministry of Public Health (CU). Programa Nacional 12. Programa Regional de Tuberculosis de la Or- national programmes: research priorities based
de Control de la Tuberculosis. Manual de Normas ganizacion Panamericana de la Salud (OPS), on a literature review [Internet]. Geneva: World
y Procedimientos. Havana: Editorial Ciencias Mé- Oficina Regional de la Organizacion Mundial Health Organization; 2007 [cited 2011 Apr 25].
dicas; 1999. p. 9-10, 15-8, 41-6. Spanish. de la Salud (OMS). Washington D.C. Inicia- 115 p. Available from: http://whglibdoc.who.int/
Santana MC. Revolucion y salud del nifio en tiva para DETENER LA TB. Boletin Tuber- hq/2007/WHO_HTM_TB_2007.381_eng.pdf
Cuba. Rev Cubana Salud Publica. 2009;35(1):1— culosis [Internet]. 1999 Jun [cited 2011 May 18. Nelson LJ, Schneider E, Wells CD, Moore M.
10. Spanish. 23];2(1):1-6. Available from: http://www.paho. Epidemiology of Childhood Tuberculosis in the
Marrero A, Caminero JA, Rodriguez R, Billo NE. org/Spanish/AD/DPC/CD/tb-bol-1999-2-1-jun. United States, 1993-2001: The Need for Con-
Towards elimination of tuberculosis in a low in- pdf. Spanish. tinued Vigilance. Pediatrics [Internet]. 2004 Aug
come country: the experience of Cuba, 1962-97. 13. Benitez ME. El desarrollo econémico y social en [cited 2007 Mar 13];114(2):333—41. Available
Thorax [Internet]. 2000 Jan [cited 2007 Oct Cuba. In: Martinez M, editor. Cuba. Poblacion y from:  http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/
14]1;55(1):39-45. Available from: http://thorax. Desarrollo. 1st ed. Havana: CEDEM; 2009. p. content/full/114/2/333
bmj.com/cgi/content/full/55/1/39 11-9. Spanish. 19. Reves R, Seggerson J, Ignatius H, Kawamura
Ministry of Public Health (CU). Anuarios Estadis-  14. Rodriguez FV, Lopez NB, Choonara I. Child health LM, Pascopella L, Pérez S, et al. Tuberculosis

elimination plan for the United States: a call to
action by Stop TB, USA. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis.
2009;73(12 Suppl 1):S204.

MEDICC Review, July 2011, Vol 13, No 3

Peer Reviewed

33



Original Research

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Wall T, Shingadia D. The epidemiology of tu-
berculosis in Europe. Arch Dis Child. 2007
Aug;92(8):726-9.

Howie S, Voss L, Baker M, Calder L, Grim-
wood K, Byrnes C. Tuberculosis in New Zea-
land, 1992-2001: a resurgence. Arch Dis Child.
2005 Nov [cited 2007 Oct 10];90(11):1157-61.
Available from: http://adc.bmj.com/cgi/content/
full/90/11/1157

Dye C, Williams B. Eliminating human tuberculo-
sis in the twenty-first century. J R Soc Interface.
2007;1098:1-10.

Dye C, Lénnroth K, Jaramillo E, Williams BG,
Raviglione M. Trends in tuberculosis incidence
and their determinants in 134 countries. Bull
World Health Organ [Internet]. 2009 Sep
[cited 2009 Dec 19];87(9):683-91. Available
from: http://www.w3c.org/TR/1999/REC-html
401-19991224/loose.dtd

Castell-Florit P. Intersectorialidad y sistemas
de salud. La experiencia cubana [Internet]. Ha-
vana: National School of Public Health (CU);
2003 [cited 2009 May 28]. 8 p. Available from:
http://www.sld.cu/galerias/doc/sitios/infodir/20_
intersectorialidad.doc. Spanish.

UNDP. Human Development Reports [Internet].
New York: United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, UN; 2010 [updated 2011; cited 2011
April 20]. Available from: http://hdr.undp.org/en/
humandev/lets-talk-hd/2011-01a/

National Statistics Bureau (CU). Anuario Esta-
distico de Cuba 2009 [Internet]. Havana: Nation-
al Statistics Bureau (CU); 2010 [cited 2011 April
20]. Available from: http://www.one.cu/aec2009.
htm. Spanish.

Cuba. Fulfillment of Millennium Development
Goals. Third Report [Internet]. Havana: Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (CU); 2010 [cited 2011 April
20]. Available from: http://www.cubaminrex.
cu/Multilaterales/Articulos/Politicos/2010/
Millennium%20Development%20Goals %20
-%20Cuba.pdf

Loénnroth K, Holtz TH, Cobelens F, Chua J, van
Leth F, Tupasi T, et al. Inclusion of information on
risk factors, socio-economic status and health
seeking in a tuberculosis prevalence survey. Int
J Tuberc Lung Dis. 2009 Feb;13(2):171-6.
Morejon B, San Marful E. Migraciones internas.
In: Colectivo de autores. Poblacién y desarrollo.
Centro de Estudios Demograficos de la Univer-
sidad de La Habana (CEDEM). Havana: Molinos
Trade; 2009. p. 77-95. Spanish.

Montes N, Oliveros A, San Marful E. Distribucién
espacial de la poblacion. In: Colectivo de auto-
res. Poblacion y desarrollo. Centro de Estudios
Demogréficos de la Universidad de La Habana
(CEDEM). Havana: Molinos Trade; 2009. p.
110-35. Spanish.

Ministry of Public Health (CU). Indicaciones
Metodoldgicas del Vice-Ministerio de Asisten-
cia Médica y Social para la implementacion del
Proyecto: Advances toward TB elimination in the
Republic of Cuba. Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria /PNUD. Havana: Min-
istry of Public Health (CU); 2008. Spanish.
Hurtado de Mendoza J, Alvarez R, Borrajero
|. Discrepancias diagnosticas en las causas
de muerte identificadas por autopsia. Cuba
1994-2003. Cuarta parte. Patologia Rev La-
tinoam [Internet]. 2010 Jan—Mar [cited 2010
Mar 29];48(1):3-7. Available from: http://www.
nietoeditores.com.mx/download/patologia/
Enero-febrero2010/Patologia%201.3%20
DISCREPANCIAS.pdf. Spanish.

Martinez Al, Armas L, Gonzélez E. Tuberculosis:
El diagnéstico por autopsia en Ciudad de La Ha-
bana como indicador de la calidad del programa
de control de la tuberculosis. 1998-2002. Rev Es-
pafiola Salud Publica. 2007;81(2):221-5. Spanish

34. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). IV
Reunién de la Comisién Interagencial de las
Américas para detener la tuberculosis. STOP
TB, 7-9 May, 2003. Santo Domingo, Rep. Do-
minicana. Spanish.

35. Engelbrecht AL, Marais BJ, Donald PR, Schaaf
HS. A critical look at the diagnostic value of
culture-confirmation in childhood tuberculo-
sis. J Infect [Internet]. 2006 Dec [cited 2007
Oct 10];53(6):364-9. Available from: http:/
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S0163445305007814

36. Pai M, Ramsay A, O'Brien R. Evidence-Based
Tuberculosis Diagnosis. PLoS Med [Internet].
2008 Jul 22 [cited 2009 Jan 12];5(7):1043-9.
Available from: http://www.plosmedicine.org/
article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pmed.0050156

37. Marais BJ, Gie RP, Hesseling AC, Schaaf HS,
Lombard C, Enarson DA, et al. A Refined Symp-
tom-Based Approach to diagnose Pulmonary
Tuberculosis in children. Pediatrics [Internet].
2006 Nov [cited 2007 Oct 10];118(5):e1350-9.
Available from: http://pediatrics.aappublications.
org/content/118/5/e1350.long

38. Lobato MN, Royce SE, Mohle-Boetani JC. Yield
of source-case and contact investigations in
identifying previously undiagnosed childhood tu-
berculosis. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis [Internet]. 2003
Dec [cited 2007 Oct 10];7(12 Suppl 3):S391-6.
Available from: http://www.ingentaconnect.com/
content/iuatld/ijtld/2003/00000007/A00312s3/ar
t00013?token=0049115695c5f3b3b474621486
b3b6245237b7542734f582a2f4876753375686f
498f70fb

39. Marais BJ, Hesseling AC, Gie RP, Schaaf HS,
Enarson DA, Beyers N. The Bacteriological Yield
in Children with Intrathoracic Tuberculosis. Clini-
cal Infect Dis. 2006 Apr 15;42:€69-43.

40. Sanchez-Albisua |, Vidal ML, del Castillo MF,
Borque C, Garcia-Miguel MJ, Garcia-Hor-
telano J. [Pulmonary tuberculosis in children:
its age-dependent aspects]. An Esp Pediatr.
1998;48(3):251-5. Spanish.

41. Salazar GE, Schmitz TL, Cama R, Sheen P,
Franchi LM, Centeno G, et al. Pulmonary tu-
berculosis in children in a developing coun-
try. Pediatrics [Internet]. 2001 [cited 2007 Oct
10];108(2):448-53. Available from: http://pedia
trics.aappublications.org/content/108/2/448.long

42.  American Thoracic Society; Center for Disease
Control and Prevention; Infectious Diseases
Society of America. American Thoracic Soci-
ety/Centre for Disease Control and Prevention/
Infectious Diseases Society of America: Con-
trolling Tuberculosis in the United States. Am
J Respir Crit Care Med [Internet]. 2005 Nov 1
[cited 2007 Oct 17];172(9):1169-227. Available
from:  http://ajrccm.atsjournals.org/cgi/content/
full/172/9/1169

43. Marais BJ, Hesseling AC, Gie RP, SCAF HS,
Beyers N. The burden of childhood tuberculo-
sis and the accuracy of community-based sur-
veillance data era. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis. 2006
Mar;10(3):259-63.

44. Abreu G, Gonzalez JA, Zamora R, Pérez A, Lla-
nes MJ. Adenitis tuberculosa infantil en Cuba
(1995 a 2005). Rev Cubana Pediatr [Internet].
2006 Apr-Jun [cited 2010 Mar 29];78(2):e. Avail-
able from: http://scielo.sld.cu/pdf/ped/v78n2/
ped02206.pdf. Spanish.

THE AUTHORS

Gladys Abreu Suérez (Corresponding
author: josegv@infomed.sld.cu), pediatri-
cian with a master’s degree in compre-
hensive pediatric care and a doctorate in

medical sciences; full professor, Medical
University of Havana.

José A. Gonzélez Valdés, physician with
dual specialties in pediatrics and health
administration, and a master’s degree in
comprehensive pediatric care; consulting
professor, Medical University of Havana.

Edilberto Gonzalez Ochoa, physician
specializing in epidemiology with a doc-
torate in medical sciences, Pedro Kouri
Tropical Medicine Institute; consulting
professor, Medical University of Havana.

lleana Bouza Denis, pediatrician with a
master’s degree in comprehensive pedi-
atric care, Matanzas Provincial Pediatric
Hospital; assistant professor, Medical Uni-
versity of Matanzas, Cuba.

Antonio Velazquez Aguila, pediatrician
with a master’s degree in comprehensive
pediatric care; associate professor, Medi-
cal University of Cienfuegos, Cuba.

Tomés Pérez Rodriguez, pediatrician
with a master’s degree in comprehensive
pediatric care, Villa Clara Provincial Pedi-
atric Hospital; consulting professor, Medi-
cal University of Villa Clara, Cuba.

Ruth Ruban Néapoles, pediatrician with a
master’s degree in comprehensive pediat-
ric care, Guantanamo Provincial Pediat-
ric Hospital; associate professor, Medical
University of Guantanamo, Cuba.

Miriam Gonzalez Oliva, pediatrician with
a master’s degree in comprehensive pedi-
atric care, Sancti Spiritus Provincial Pedi-
atric Hospital; associate professor, Medi-
cal University of Sancti Spiritus, Cuba.

Reinaldo Sanchez de la Osa, physician
specializing in radiology, National Pulmo-
nary Hospital; assistant professor, Medical
University of Havana.

Roberto Mufioz Pefia, pediatrician with a
master’s degree in comprehensive pediat-
ric care, Central Havana Pediatric Hospital.

Lizet Sanchez Valdés, mathematician
with a master’s degree in epidemiology
and a doctorate in medical sciences, Pe-
dro Kouri Tropical Medicine Institute; full
professor, Medical University of Havana.

Submitted: November 1, 2010
Approved for publication: April 25, 2011
Disclosures: None

34

Peer Reviewed

MEDICC Review, July 2011, Vol 13, No 3



