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p    the Meanings 
of Book Ownership1

Lope de Vega ante la posesión de libros 

Leyla Rouhi
 
 
.

H, ( 22-10), 4.1, 2016, pp. 255-269
 1-0-2015  p 14-09-2015
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Abstract. Lope de Vega’s late poem «Ayer vi la librería» appears at ͤrst sight to 
   p   p  p . p  p-
,          p,  p   
      p.       p 
 pp          
    p    .

Keywords. p  , ,   , p , .

Resumen.  p  p       p  p  
  p     p   p .   
  p,          p, -
    p p  p     p  . 
        p p    
            p  
 .

Palabras clave. p  , ,   , p , .

   , 
 ,   , 
   
 p p 

1.   p    ,  ,   ,     -
   p      p.          
       .
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    
 p  
   , 
    , 
     p 
    2.

   p    p  p       
 p, R         p 
 164.  p    p  p       -
              . 
     ,        
p              
King’s books were arranged into forty categories and comprised ͤfteen languages, 
  200 .     p   , , 
,       ,      
   p   p        
  . 

       p      
    ,    p     pp 
       .     p  
      pp       p -
         . , ,  p   
    p , p        
   ,    p  4.       
 p       p, ,      
fulͤlled a practical function. 

 p           ,   
p         p   p 
  .     p    p  
      .  , p   p p-
          p   
. 

The ͤ rst association in the poem links the library to a painting: «pintada parecía», 
offering a strong connection to artiͤce, albeit one to be admired:

   
 p p 
    
 p  
   , 

2. p  , R        , . 1-10, p. 561. 
. , 2005  , 1996, pp. 25-14.
4.  p       p     p.  
      , p   p .   , 1996.
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     
     p 
    5.

p     , ,  ,   
           p     
  .  p,    p     ,  
   p       .   -
fully slips in his own erudition in the service of conͤrming the King’s greatness: that 
,           pp  .

p      .   p       
  (         ), p  p-
            6.   p, 
p        

  p 
     
p,    
p  p  .  
  ,     
     
 p p  p 
      
    
  p  .

,  , 
 , p  
,    , 
 p  . 
 p  , 
 , p  , 
     
    
     , 
     p  . 

              -
tities: ͤghting for the King’s attention; transformed by Jupiter in their bindings; con-
              -
       p  p 
  p         , p  
p. ,            

5. p, R, . -10, p. 561.
6. p, R, . 21-22, p. 561.
. p, R, . 41-60, pp. 562-56.
. p, R, . 6-64, p. 56.
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p p    ,     p  
 ,      p  p     
 9.        p      
            
    -.  ,  p      -
,  -     p, p,    
       p.      - 
,             
. ,         p   p  
  ,          p- 
        p   p-
        p,     p  p  -
.    ,    .

 p p ,         
   p.   p  , , , 
,  ,  p      p    p 
.            -
.   p      p   
    .      p    
in light of the possible sexual connotations of nuns, conͤrmed again by the sug-
          ,   
p    .   p     p, 
  p p p     p  -
        . 

If the books are simple in binding, the other objects in the space ͤrmly suggest 
. p      p    ,   
between mimesis and metaphor as he describes two magniͤcent globes, the study, 
 ,  ,   p     10. 
  p           
.   p   p -       
objects and spaces related to books. This is conͤrmed when he speculates even on 
     

  ,  , 
  ,  
   ,  
   
     

9. Isabel Torres, 2008, has noted that «there is no doubt that the ͤgure(s) who speak throughout Lope’s 
  (  p, , ,   p )  p 
, p. 25. 
10. p, R, . 90-96.      p    p p,  
  , 196.
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     , 
   p11. 

     ,    p  ,   
    .      p 
   p, , , pp,   p p  
a deͤnitive air of luxury and power that contrasts previous claims about the sim-
p   .         
,  ,       p,       
        .

  p   pp  p       
books as related to Spanish identity. That is, Lope now connects the library speciͤ-
  p,      p   p    
  p .        ,  - 
  I,   p  p   p   
  p12.       p -
      ,  p    p     
I     ,     p  .   
p p    p p p     
          1.      
    p           
.          p p  
 , p 

    p, 
  , 
     
  p p 
   
    14.

The cast takes its ͤnal bow, with the King — «el estudiante divino»— as the main 
,             p  
    p,    .      
  p          
myth, the Vatican, and Rome. The poem returns ͤrmly to Spain with its climactic 
,        p. p -
  p       ,     
 , p   p        
 -,   p  p ,      
,   p.    p ,   
         ,  p    

11. p, R, . 1-, pp. 56-564.
12. p, R, . 119-120, p. 565.
1.      p   , 199.
14. p, R, . 115-120, p. 565.
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,        (   ).    
  ,     p  pp     
  p     .

     p    p   p   
   ,  p       ,   
 p     .    p 
        p      
    p    p.     
 p  (R   ) pp      . 
 p  p              
,   p p p      p 
p   .         p  -
ͤrmed once again.

  p     p        p. 
 R        ,    p-
  pp,     p    .   
,      ,   p    -
    p     p -
          15.  -
, p   p,   p  p    
 p       p   ,  p 
          p   p p- 
 ,      p.     p   
    ,     ,   , 
         p  pp  p 16. p -
  p,   p ,      
to their superͤcial and false erudition to the extent that «le [hizo a Lope] revolverse 
 ,     pp  p 1.       
    p , ,   p     
 1.  ,     ,  p 
   p p ,      
        p      
19.  -      ,  
,       p   p  
«has already witnessed a fair amount of ͤghting and alliance-forging in the literary 
20.

  pp,  p             -
   p,           p  

15. , 200, p. 21. 
16.    , 2004, pp. 40-41.
1.    , 2004, p. 41. 
1.    , 2004, p. 52. 
19.    , 2004, p. 61.     , 200, pp. 16-199.
20. , 2001, pp. 2  1. 
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 p     pp p  , -
     p  .      
 p  p,      p.  , 
,          p    
              
  p. 

          .  
      p, , ,     
p, , p,  , p,    -
       p    , 
              . 
A signiͤcant part of this work is quantitative and catalogue-shaped, remarkably 
  ,        21.    
           p, p, 
 p            
 p           p,  
   p  , ,  ,   p,   
    p.    , p p      
p    p    p.

        p  p   
    p,  p      
p p             -
.    -      (195)  
             
   p p      22. ,  
 -        , p 
    p  ,    p   p -
   ,    p   ,   
       2. 

Spain did indeed have a thriving print culture, and Spanish printing in the ͤf-
,          
.  , ,  , p  p,   , 
 p    

21. «La tendencia reciente de la historiografía a la cuantiͤcación parece distorsionar una realidad social, 
 pp   .          
, p  p  p     .  .  
     p       
,    p  .     p   
p         p          
se deͤne primero el campo de investigación y posteriormente se localizan las fuentes?»  (Gimeno Blay 
  , 1992, p. 209). 
22. , 2012, p. 491.
2. , 2012, p. 491.           p  
  , 201    , 201  , 201.
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     p   p      
two ͤfths of all books produced in Spain and Portugal were in Latin. From the very 
 ,     p  ,    
    p   p       
   p    24. 

Another noteworthy fact is that in the ͤfteenth century, the most important 
  p  p   ,   p, , 
  p         25.  
  p    ,   p  ,  
p  p             
     p p, p      -
   p p . p26.      
 p,       p       
       2.     ,  p 
p       p      
.  p    p    ,   
    .     ,     
       p   -
    ,     ,  . 
Clive Grifͤn’s eminently readable P, H,   I 
     p ,      
  pp   p        -
 2.          p  ,  
   ,    p       
the Inquisition as the history of ideas and readership. As Grifͤn shows, Inquisition 
 p    p  pp     
p-    p  .  p p p 
         p    .  
  p          (  
Geneva had become increasingly difͤcult labor markets). They rarely mastered the 
, p     ,      -
  p       .   
   p           
  p,   p p    ,  p 
     .

      p p      
     p   16 .    -

24. , 2012, p. 499. 
25. Grifͤn, 1988. For a thorough and detailed look at the landscape of print in various Iberian cities in the 
 ,   , 201.
26.  , 2012, p. 51. 
2. , 2012, pp. 51-514. 
28. Clive Grifͤn, 2005. 
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p ,    ,  p ,   
   ,        p,   

    p  p    -
.             
         ,  p 
     29. 

  G,     ,      
         , , , , 
,  .   p   ,     
      0.      
     ,      ,    
pp,         p   . 
     p p    
p  

    .        
   p.  p         
 p p          -
1.

    p  ,       -
      .        
           p   
 ,  p       p    
p       .          
   p,           -
2.     ,       -
      ,       
    ,   p       
   . p  , p     p  
   , p        p-
 p    , p      
p   p. 

     p  ,   -
p   p p      4.  
   p,     p   
      .  p ,   

29. , 2012, pp. 514-515.
0. , 2012, p. 515.
1. , 2012, p. 515. 
2. , 2002. 
. p-, 199. 
4.              p- , 1996, pp. 
14-166.        Los reyes biblióͤlos, 196.
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    ,  , p      
the wealthy in the shape of special editions, adorning many a high-ranking ofͤcial’s 
    --- p5.      
 p   ,      .   -
     (144-1521)         
                
  .   ,    p      
pp,      p.  ,    
              - 
     p   , p   , 
        6.

 p   p  p      -
p  .     pp      , 
  p  p -       
      .   -  -
p             . 
 p     p  p     
   p   p     -
p.  p   p p      
       . p       
   p p          
   .    p,     p 
printer Christophe Plantin to print the ofͤcial tribute to Philip’s father with a full 
state subsidy; a magniͤcent and sumptuous volume giving the «Account of the 
    .           
    p         
         , 

p     p,     .  
 p        - ,  -
p          p  p  
 p 9.

           p    
make the Dutchman responsible for many ever-important ofͤcial publications. The 
p        -   40.     
 p,           
  p  p.

5.   p   p-, 195  , 199.
6.    , 200, p. 46. 
.  p      .          III (1996). 
. , 1996, p. 220.
9. , 1996, p. 219. 
40. p     pp        , 199. 
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             -
.        .    p   
 ,            
   .     - p ,   p-
         p , ,   
   p.  p     
      -      -
ous accusation against books, and often the same person fulͤlled both functions. 
 p         ,   ,  
Juan Bautista Cardona, all fulͤlled at once the mission of propagators of books as 
   41.   p     p , p 
        , p     
 -         p, 
, p, ,   p       
 42. The King solidiͤed his authority by interfering directly with his subjects’ 
      p    .

,       p  p-
    .   p       p  ,   
p      1 ,  p       
  p    p.  ,      
      - ,    
             
   p 4.       
assertion that clearly, owning ͤne objects made people happy, but that this happi-
ness centered on a selͤsh desire to accumulate objects at the expense of moral 
 

       ,   p 
 pp,    p   (,  ,    
p )          
44.

    p  ,  p    -
          p    19  
        R      
 .           ,   
           , p-
ly for women (and for men called don Quijote) had long been identiͤed as in dire 
       .    p , 
           . 
  p  ,       p 

41. , 199, p. 12.
42. , 199, p. 16. 
4. , 200, p. 2. 
44. , 200, p. 0.
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        p    
     p          
      F,         
is, among other things, a scathing satire on authors who show off their superͤcial 
. ,   p       
    p      .    
     ,  ,  p    
 p45.     p   p   
  ,      ,       
              
p--p        p  
p  p.

   pp   p    p  p 
p  .       p,  -
      p,   p     p 
  ,    -       
     p pp    p p   ,  
p p p        . 

  , p            
          ,    p-
p     .  p      p  
, ,     p pp , p      p 
  R         

p  p   

   ,    
       
  p       
  ,    p.

      , 
    
p, p    , 
p  p    

    , 
     ,
     p

      , 
   p     
 ,  p,  46.

45.    , 1999. 
46. p, R, p. 425.      p  p..
-------161----p-----
-------p--p-066-21-11--0021560642.. 
    (, 2002),    p   . 
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     ,    p       
p   ,   p  p  p    p 
     p p  , ,   4. 
           p  ,     -
    .   p       p 
     ,   p , p    
a very good poet and a ͤrst-rate intellect. Now that high-ranking gentlemen and, 
 p,   ,  pp ,      
,  p,  .     p    
   p p    .    -
      p    , p 
up on that hint of parody we heard there ͤrst, now more loudly manifested as true 
       p    p. 

    p     p     
   p           
 p   p .   p     
      .    p,    
          . 

 p      p   .   
   , pp   p    p 
 p    ,   ,    
, p,  -.    ,  p-
     p ,  p  
for them, and showing them off. As though in deͤance of all this, at the entrance 
 p      p  pp ,   
p,             ,   
     . ,     p,    
     p   .  p   
pp pp   p  ,       
 p   , p        p   
p   . 
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, , I         
 F II, , , 199.

, ,         F I      
  , ,          , 
2005. 

4. , p..-------161--
--p-----------p--p-0
66-21-11--0021560642..
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,  .   ,        
  , ,  , 201.

 ,  .   . , O       
, ,    , 201.

,   ,  representaciones ͤgurativas del libro como jero-
glíͤco de un saber contingente», en          
  O P  , .  . ,   
p-   , ,   , 
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 , , p     p   
  p R,   , 101, 2, p , 
196, pp. 220-246.

 , ,         F
 , ,    , 201.

 ,  .    ,       
 , ( ),     , , .   p -
   ,   ,  p   
 , 1992, pp. 20-229.

Grifͤn, Clive,      H   P   
, ,   , 19.

Grifͤn, Clive, P, H,   I   
, ,   , 2005.

, ,  G   H   R,  , -
, 1996.

, ,        - 
  ,    H  I 6, 1, 200, pp. 9-
105.

, ,       p    -
p ,   H , , 199, pp. 119-12. 

p- ,  ,   p,     
Español III, El libro en Palacio y otros estudios bibliográͤcos, .   
p    . ,   ,  p 
   , 1996, pp. 14-166. 

p-,  ,   p  ,     
 I  , , , , .   p, -
,   , 2002, pp. 19-21.

, ,      p      
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, R , 19, 1, 2001, pp. 1-16.
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 ,  ,     R, ,  -
, 200.

, ,        --
 p  ,    , , 2012, pp. 
50-520.

,     p- (.),     
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