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This paper analyze the main challenges faced by the implementa-
tion of public policies in Latin American governments, since
most policy analysis studies focus their attention on impact
assessments, but do not take into account the factors behind these
results. The paper analyzes the factors that determine the success
of the implementation, grouping them in four categories, which
are: the inherents to the policy design; to resources are there; the
actors involved directly and indirectly in the implementation;

and if they depend on factors beyond the control of policy makers.
In the literature on implementation studies there are three large
models or theoretical approaches: top down, bottom up and hybrids.
We propose that the main challenges in implementing public policies
in Latin America have to do with political factors, such as low devel-

opment of their democratic regimes, economics, as persistent income inequali-
ty, and institutionals, which highlights the low capacity of governments, especially the local

ones, to enforce the state’s objectives.

KKeeyywwoorrddss:: State, Latin America,, Public Policies, Implementation, Evaluation
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