
 

 

 

 
Abstract

This article analyzes the antecedents of regional peace in South America from 1935 to 1995. First, it summarizes three hypotheses

of political realism and three hypotheses of international liberalism regarding the causes of war and peace. The conclusions of the

analyses follow, in the historical context of peace in South America since the end of the Chaco War between Bolivia and Paraguay

in 1935 until democracy was consolidated, in 1995. While concluding that regional peace is only partly explained by one or another

of the hypotheses discussed, the rest of the article presents and analyzes the Military Peace hypothesis as an exegetical

complement to realism and liberalism. This new hypothesis is based on two fundamental factors: the independence of the military

vis-à-vis civilian control and the armys political power on the national and regional scale. Finally, the article emphasizes the

evolution of a supra-national fraternity among military groups in several neighboring countries. It also points to a change in the

mission of the military: from defending the State from external threats to contending for domestic political control. Given this

sequence of cause and effect, the author concludes that the military factor is important in explaining not only regional peace in

South America but the level of domestic political violence in several countries in the region.  
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