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Latin Epigraphy, an interdisciplinary 
approach to the ancient world* 

PEDRO PAULO A FUNARI' 
RENATA S. GAARAFFONF 

T~ fir.;t Conference on hutnmrema fnscripra Larina was held at Sopianae (P&s, 

llungary),intheb<:ginningofthe l990's.Aboutthirteen}'<'arslater,thesecondinter. 
nationalConfe"'ncetookplace atKlagenfun,Austria, in earlyMay200S(figure I 
and 2). lt was organized by the Austrian Academy of Sciences and the Landesmuseum 
Kiimtcn, under the patronage of t he Association fmernationale de /'Epigraphic Gr-e­

cq,.eetU!tine,todiscusslatinordinaryepigraphyandtheroleofnewte<:hnologies, 
socha_<electronicdatabases_Themeetingput togetherahostofscholarsfromseveral 
countries,withdifferentapproachesandencourage<l t~tical andmethodological 

discussion. 

FIGURE 1 
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FIGURE2 

ThestudyofordinaryLalininscriplions,lhcinstrumentainscriptal.atina,has 
alongtradition,sincethe inceptionofthcCorp<>raofinscriptionsinthcninele<:nlh 
century, but ithasdevelopedhugdyinthe lastfewdecades_ Thisisdue tosev.,ral 
reasons,notl.,astthearchaeologicalfindingofscveralthousandinscriptionsonam­
phome, mortaria, tablets, bricks, glass. tesserae nummulariae, lealher, samian ware, 
among others. Furthe1"11101'C, !here hasbttna srowinganention paid to ordinary life 
inlherecentepistemological historical,archaeologicalandanthropologicaltheoretical 

discussions. Bolh moves e~plain the setting up of an international commission' on 
ordinaryl<ltinepigrnphyandlheconferencesonthesubje.:t,wbichprovcdahuge 
successinfosteringabroaderundcrst.andingofcconomic,social,culturalaspectsof 
the ancient world. The Commission has established as its main task the discussion 
about thespecificfeaturesofordinaryl<ltinepigraphy,consideringthattherewillhea 
specialattemionpaidtothesubjectinthenextover.~IICongressonAncientEpigrnphy', 

tobeheldin0xford,in1007{figure3) 

FIGURE3 
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F1GURE4 

The conference was con~eived as a scholarly workshop, with the participation 
of a l imitednumberofspeakers,enablingallthefortyorsoparti~ipantsnotonly 

toreadtheirpapersbutalsototakepartinthediscussionofeachandevcrypaper. 
Most of the speakers were German speaking, and consequently most of the discussion 
was in German, butltalian,Englishandfrenchwerealsousedduring thesessions 
There were speakers from Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, Brazil, Bulgaria, Slovenia, 
France, Hungary, Luxembourg, the United Kingdom and epigraphists with a variety 
ofscholarlybackground , mostof them historiansandarchaeologists,but therewere 

Aspartoftheconference,theparticipantsvisited!Wman archaeological sitesin 
the region, namely, Virunum (figures4. 5, 6), Magdalensberg (figures 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 , 
12)andTeurnia(figures l3, 14, 15, 16),whereparticipantswerescholarly lecturedby 
localscholarsonthesitesthemselves•ndtheirimpressiveexhibi tionsandmuseums. 
Professor Hainzrnann chaired the opening and concluding sessions, and was always the 
nicesthost.SeniorProfessors,PedroPauloFunari,ManfredHainzrnann,MarcMayer, 
Jose Remesal , and Claudio Zaccaria, who contributed to a most useful discussion of 
theissuesdealt withineachandev.,rysession, chairedthesessions 

FIGURES 
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FIGURES 

FIGURE7 

FIGURES 
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FIGURE9 

FIGURE 10 



318 P.P.A.F'-"'I.r18RS.Garralo<"li:la!lnEpig~.anln1erdisdplinaryappmach ... 

FIGURE 11 

FIGURE 12 
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FIGURE 13 

FIGURE 14 
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FIGURE 15 

FIGURE 16 

Therewerethreemain subjects. 

Methodological issues relating to data base management 

lntheses=tions.scholarsfromdifferentUniversitiesdiscussedtheroleofinfor­

maticsinconstructionofrecentEpigraphicdatabases.Differentkindsofdal.abaseswere 

proposed for ordinary and monumental inscriptions and they explored the potcntials 
ofthisnewtechnology. 

J>mfessor Remesal presented the databases, which has been developed at CEIPAC 

(Uni~ityofBarcelona) in the laSI years. The CEIPAC's members focus on amphorae 

epigraphyandtheirdifferemkindsofinscriplions:slamps,ritulipicriandgraffitianre 
andposrcocror11m. Eachinscriplionisrelatedtodifferentaspects,whichmeansthat 

stampsandgrnffitiameandposrcocranunarerelatedtotheamphorac"s production 
and their contents, while the tit,./i picli are relmed to the commen::ialization of different 
contents(figuresl7,l8). 
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Nowadays, there are ll'IOf<' than 20.000 entries that can be found on the CE!PAC's 

databases. As it is an on-line catalogue, professor Remesal emphasiud that this tech­

nologyallowsscholarstointroducenewevidencefoulldonar;:haeological excavations. 

Thisfacilitystressestheaimoftheproject:tocreateaninternationalgroupunderthe 

patronage oftheUnionAcadtmiquelnternationale. 

FIGURE 17 

FlGURE 18 
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ProfessorZaccaria(Uni~rsityofTrieste)p<""sentedthedatahase.whichhasb«n 

developed by the Lnboralorio di £pigrofia di Trieste. This damhasc also focuses on 
i..slrumenlllm dame.slicum. although the main subject is the bricks" stamps from R~io 

X The methodological approach is related to a former project that produced a catalogue 

of tombstones and it is also connected to the EAGLE project (Electronic Archives of 

Greek and Latin Epigraphy). This database, as the CEIPAC's one, is a digital system, 

which also allows the researchers compan: different kind of evidence as well as to fir.d 

bibliographical references. 
Last but not !east, profe<sar Hain~mann (University ofGraz) presented aoother 

type of database. He focused on monumental inscriptions and discussed methodo!o­

gica!approachesfortheirtranscriptiontothedatahase.ProfessorHainzmannhasalso 

emphasizedthatthee!ectronicsystemandthencwtechnologyarehe!pfu!tolls,which 
have allowed different kind of dialogue among scholars as well as challenge them to 

a global perspective 

Althoughthethn.-edatahasesha>"edifferentsubjects(amphorae,bricksandmo­
numental inscriptions) and methodological approaches, the discussions refer to a com­

moncffortofthesescholarsar.dtheirsgroopstoshareinformationandtoworkonan 

international perspective 

Discussion of recent epigraphic evidence 

Manyscholarspresentedtheirresearchesonseveraltypesofinscriptions.These 

paper!i showed new inscriptions that came to light on the latest excavations as well as 

differentapproachesonstudyingamphorae,tab!ets,brich,glass,leather,and terra 

sigillala(figure\9) 

FIGURE 19 

In depth, theoretical discussion of interpretive models 

Thepapersthatdrewupontheoretica!discussionfucusedontheimportanceof 

inscriptions for the understanding of the Roman economy and society. The authors 

exploredtheinstrumentainscripro.andtheirpotentialasindcpendent(cf. Funari,Hall 

&Jones 1999)andn:levantevidenceontheancientworld,asmaterialdiscourse(cf. 
Funari,Zarankin&Stove\2005). 
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AkcynotespeechbyGezaAlffildyontheimportanceofinscriptionsfortheun­
derslandingoftheRomanworldsummoduptheoverallethosoftheconfen:nce,asit 
stn:ssedthekeyroleplayedbyinscriptionsinshapingsociallifcatRome,panicularly 
those on ordinary artifacts. Two decades ago, in his by now classic Roman Social 

Hiswry,Alfiildyproposedthatitl'o"asnolongerpossibletothinkaboutaocienthistory 
withoutarchaeologyaodheprovedright,forthearchaeologicalevidencehasmultiplied 
manifoldsincethen,reshapingbothourdisciplineofClassicaiStudiesandourwider 
undersmndingoftheroleplayedbymaterialculrun:inshapingno!onlyancientlife,but 
also our own, modern perceptions oft he ancient world. Material culture is no! simply 
aproductofsociety, it isintegraltoitandarchaeologicalremainsareapartofthat 
entitywhichisstillwithusinthepn:sentOrdinaryinscriptionsareneitherareflection 
ofancientliterature,noritsillustrntion(Thomas2005: 15,25), they constitute a most 
n:levant,andindependentevidenceontheancients.Ordinaryinscriptionsenableus 
to discuss economic relationships in the ancient world otherwise mentioned only en 
passantbyanciemauthors.Amphorastamps,paintedinscriptionsandgraffitiha~ 

beenessentialforrethinkingancienteconomiclifcandforquestioninginterpretive 
modelsgroundedonnormativereadingsofancientliterature 

The instr11m~nta inscripw hav" also been important for a deeper understanding of 
aplethoraofsocialandculturalaspectsofancientlife,eveninsuchsubjectsastheuses 
of the Latin language, sometimes misle-adingly considered as an exclusive philological 
issue. During the conference, several inscriptions sho...."'deverydayusesoftheLatin 
language, strikinglydist~nt from the official, classical Latin of the literary sources 
Lastbutnotlcast,theopenatmosphcreofscholar1ydiscussionhasprovenonceagain 
theimportanceofinternationalcooperationanddialoguefortheadvancernentofour 
knowledge about the past 

'ConferoooeReport.ln>"'"''~""'l"'c"'p!ol.<"i'"',Kl>genfur1,AuSi ri.I,M•ySthto8th,200S 
'Compin,.StaleUni>~f>ity,Brnil,Reseor<hA<so.:im,llt ; no;sSt>teUniversity•ndB•r<ekmoUni· 

"""'l)i,FormerWorldArchoeolosicolC""llr=S..:mory 
'P•,..nafede.-.1 Uni>~rsity,Bruit 
''Th< thr«curr<nt<h•irm<n oreM.Hoinzmann,J. Rome.,tar.dC. Zoccari.l 
'XII/Inttn•"lio•wiCongnuofGrnkunJLulinEpigmp/ly. 



322 ~~A. Funa~ & R S. Ga.rraloroi: Latin Eplg<ap/ly, an in!erd;sciplir>ary apprc.ach 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

weowethankstoallthosatal<lngpanlnthecon!erenceandparticularlytoourleMowrnsear­
chersa!theCalpac.Barcek>naUnivers~y • .JoseRemesat,AntonioAgtJIIeraandP"""Bami. We 
must alsornentionthelns!itutiooatsupponol!heC<Intrefor Stra!egicSivcfiesNEEUNfCAMP, 
FAEP UNICAMP. CNPq, and UFPA. The responsibility IO<" the <leas 01 oor own, tor which we 
arasoktlyrasponsbkl 

FUNARI,P:PA,HaM,M . &Jones,S.t999His10ricaiA"'I>aooiOgy,Backltom1Me~-london 

andNewYo<lc , Routledge 
FUNARI,PP.A ., Zarankin,A.&Stove , E.2005Gioba/Archa~icaiTI>eories.NewYork, 

-~ P!CCOTTINI, G et VeUers H .. 2000. FUhrer du"'h die Ausgrabungen auf OOm Magdalensberg, 
VertagdesLande$muSeumsffirKfimtan,Kial}&f'lfu~ 

THOMAS, J. 2005 Materia lity and the social, Global Arr:fiBMiogir:Bl Tl>e<><y. ComextllBI Voices 
and Contempcxary Tl>oughls, P.P.Funari , A. Zarankin , Em Stovel, eds, Naw Yo<lc, Kluwer 
Ple<>um,1118 


