
 

 

 

 
Abstract

Red rice plants are weeds which main characteristic is the brown-redish color of the grain. As they belong to the same species as

the commercial rice, during the early growth stages they are not easily distinguished and can not be controlled with the herbicides

that are normally used in this crop. At present, they are one of the most important weeds in the rice fields of the state of Veracruz.

The knowledge of the differences that exist between red rice and commercial rice, can be important to implemet strategies for their

control. In order to determine their agronomical and morphological characteristics, a growth analysis of four red rice biotypes and

the commercial cultivar Milagro Filipino was carried out and their morphological characteristics were also determined. Two

experiments were established at the Cotaxtla Experiment Station during the 1997 rainy season. Plant height and dry weight were

determined at 15, 30, 45, 60, 75, 90, 105 and 120 days after emergence. The morphological characterization was performed by

adapting the methodology recommended by the International Rice Research Institute. It was found that red rice plants are taller

and their leaves and stems longer than those of the commercial rice; red rice panicles are open and have brown-redish grains

which are easily detached. Grains of the commercial cultivar are wider and heavier than those of the red rice biotypes and their

color is creamy white. The commercial rice cultivar has a higher harvest index than that of the red rice biotypes.  
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