
 

 

 

 
Abstract

In order to identify fungi pathogenic to strawberry fruit and the relationship with cultivars and crop management, five postharvest

samples were taken; three from the region of Zamora, Michoacan, Mexico, in december, 2001, as well as in february and may of

2002, on cultivars Camarosa and Aromas, cultivated under the traditional crop system, and with plastic mulches. The other

samples were taken in May of 2001, and 2002, on imported fruit from California, USA. In each sample, the fruit was classified as

healthy and symptomatic, and a sub-sample of 20 fruits was selected in each clasification and sampling. Healthy fruit was

incubated in a moist chamber, and tissue from the symptomatic one was plated on culture medium. The isolated fungi were purified

and pathogenicity tests were conducted. Eight pathogenic fungi and one pseudofungus were identififed from national and imported

fruit: Aspergillus, Botrytis, Colletotrichum, Geotrichum, Mucor, Penicillium, Pestalotiopsis, Phytophthora, and Rhizopus stolonifer; in

addition to eight saprophitic fungi. Botrytis sp. and R. stolonifer were the fungi more frequently found. No relationship was observed

among varieties, the crop management system and the total percentaje of isolated fungi. According to the information already

published, this is the first report of Geotrichum sp. on postharvest strawberry fruit; also, it is the first report of postharvest fungi and

a pseudofungus on strawberry in Mexico.
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