
 

 

 

 
Abstract

Two experiments were carried out to evaluate the effect of including higher levels of DL-methionine than NRC requirements (1994),

on diets based in low and high tannin sorghums on broiler performance. Experiment 1) A total of 60 mixed Arbor Acres x Peterson

chicks 1 to 21 days old, were used in a completely randomized design with 2 treatments and 3 replicates of 10 birds each. Basal

diets contained 3000 kcal of ME/kg, 22% crude protein (CP) and 0.93% methionine+cistine. Experiment 2) One hundred and eighty

mixed Arbor acres x Arbor Acres chicks 1 to 49 days old were used in a completely randomized design in 3 treatments with 3

replicates of 20 birds each. Treatment (T) 1 with low tannin sorghum (0.03%), T2 used high tannin sorghum (1.05%) and T3 high

tannin sorghum + DL-methionine extra (0.08%). Basal diets were used for starter and finished phases with 2918 and 3036 kcal of

ME/kg, 22.4% and 19.9% of CP and 0.93% and 0.84% methionine+cistine levels respectively. On Experiment 1 feed consumption

was not affected by treatment (P>0.05) and low-tannin sorghum was better (P<0.05) for gain weight and feed conversion. In

Experiment 2, feed consumption was similar (P>0.05) between treatments. Body gain weight and feed conversion were similar

(P>0.05) for treatments 1 and 3. Diets based in high-tannin sorghum affect body gain weight and feed conversion in broilers; an

extra inclusion of DLmethionine gives productive parameters similar as those of low-tannin diets.
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