
 

 

 

 
Abstract

The objective of this study was to integrate available information on agrotechnics and use of Clitoria ternatea in beef and milk

production systems. Clitoria intake by ruminants improves animal performance in spite of a greater consumption of cell walls, but

does not differ with dry matter, net energy, crude protein and NDF intake when compared with alfalfa hay. Seeds contain from 38

to 43 % crude protein, 2.87 Mcal of metabolizable energy/kg DM and 80 % of TDN. Animal weight gains fluctuate between 402 g/d

in cattle grazing on compact lots and 944 g/d in cattle grazing on associated pastures. Confined lactating calves gained 743 g/d. In

growing male lambs weight gain was between 120 and 160 g/d and from 100 to 129 g/d in females. Milk production was similar

(10.5 vs 10.1 L/d) when feeding alfalfa hay or clitoria hay to Brown Swiss cows in tropical conditions. It is possible to include 50 %

of clitoria hay in feed supplements without observing a reduction in milk production, with a 30 % saving in feed supplement cost. An

increase in milk production of 1.6 and 3.0 kg/anim/d without effects on its quality was found when used in substitution of grasses.

With irrigation, seed production fluctuates from 510 to 1,650 kg/ha/yr, while in non irrigated conditions seed production fluctuates

from 201 to 480 kg/ha/yr. In general, seed quality is good and can be sown after its harvest with or without inoculation and

scarification.
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