
 

 

 

 
Abstract

This paper shows results of a research project related to household poultry production carried out in the peasant community of

Almeya in the north of the state of Puebla, to characterize backyard poultry production and to identify major diseases and other

factors limiting production. To this end, two surveys were performed, the first in July 2001 and the second in December 2003.

Information on poultry production, marketing, technological level, consumption, costs and contribution in cash to household income

was collected through identified farmer interviews. Blood samples were collected to determine which fowl diseases were

predominant. The main purpose of this production system is as food for the household. Between 2001 and 2003 there was a drop

(14.2 %) in the number of households raising poultry and in the total flock (43.3 %). All of the 2003 serum samples showed positive

for Newcastle and Avian Influenza. Several respiratory diseases and attacks by predators were mentioned as the main causes of

mortality. Costs are competitive only in egg production. Finally, shortcomings in poultry feeding and nutrition, a scarcity of

veterinary advice, the presence of diseases and predators and the lack of an organized market structure were identified as the

most important constraints of household poultry production. Results suggest that backyard poultry production contributes to

improve the living standard of peasant households, especially that of women, and therefore should be included as a priority in the

research agenda of Mexico´s agricultural research and development organizations.
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