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ABSTRACT

1 This work has been undertaken under the framework and with financial aid of the research project HAR2010-21333-C03-02, 
financed by the Ministerio de Economía y Competitividad and within the activities aimed at the dissemination of science carried out 
at the Vicepresidencia Adjunta de Cultura Científica at the Spanish National Research Council in Madrid.

2 Instituto de Historia, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC).

7KLV� SDSHU� DQDO\]HV� $OH[DQGHU� YRQ�
+XPEROGW�DQG�7KRPDV�-HIIHUVRQ·V�UHVSHFWLYH�
SRVLWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� LQGHSHQGHQFH� RI�
6SDQLVK� FRORQLHV� LQ� 6RXWK�$PHULFD�� DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKH�ZD\�WKHVH�YLHZV�ZHUH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�
WKHLU� RZQ� SHUVRQDO� H[SHULHQFHV�� +XPEROGW�
LV� DQ� REVHUYHU� RI� WKH� SROLWLFDO� VLWXDWLRQ� MXVW�
EHIRUH� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH� LQGHSHQGHQFH�
PRYHPHQWV�� -HIIHUVRQ� LV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� DFWRU�
in both the US independence process and 
WKH� VXEVHTXHQW� FUHDWLRQ� RI� D� QHZ� VRFLHW\��
Their respective stands on Spanish America 
independence movements cannot be studied 
XQUHODWHGO\� WR� WKH� FRQFOXVLRQV� WKH\� GUDZ�
IURP� ERWK� WKH� )UHQFK� 5HYROXWLRQ� DQG� LWV�

FRQVHTXHQFHV�� 7KLV� ZRUN� VKRZV� WKH� ZD\�
ERWK�ILJXUHV�GLVFXVVHG�WKHVH�HYHQWV�WKURXJK�
the correspondence they exchanged. Last, 
through these distinguished representatives 
RI� WKH�2OG�DQG� WKH�1HZ�:RUOG�� VLPLODULWLHV�
DQG� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� WKH� ZD\� WKHVH� SROLWLFDO�
HYHQWV�ZHUH�DGGUHVVHG�IURP�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�
Atlantic are also assessed.
 
Key words�� Journal history of the Latin 
American education, Latin America, Atlantic 
history, history of ideas, independence 
movement, Enlightenment.
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RESUMEN 
(VWH�DUWtFXOR�DQDOL]D�ODV�UHVSHFWLYDV�SRVWXUDV�
de Alexander von Humboldt y Thomas 
-HIIHUVRQ� HQ� UHODFLyQ� FRQ� OD� LQGHSHQGHQFLD�
de los territorios hispanoamericanos y el 
modo en que estas se hallaban condicionadas 
SRU� VXV� SURSLDV� H[SHULHQFLDV�� +XPEROGW��
como observador de la situación americana 
MXVWR�DQWHV�GHO�FRPLHQ]R�GH�ORV�PRYLPLHQWRV�
LQGHSHQGHQWLVWDV�� \� -HIIHUVRQ�� FRPR� DFWRU�
importante en la independencia de los 
EE.UU. y la posterior creación de una 
nueva sociedad. Asimismo, no se pueden 
estudiar sus respectivas posiciones hacia los 
movimientos independentistas en la América 
española, desvinculadas de sus conclusiones 
UHVSHFWR� D� OD� 5HYROXFLyQ� IUDQFHVD� \� VXV�
consecuencias. El trabajo muestra de qué 
manera los dos personajes comentaron 
estos sucesos en la correspondencia que 
PDQWXYLHURQ� HQWUH� Vt�� )LQDOPHQWH�� WDPELpQ�
VH� HYDO~DQ�� D� WUDYpV� GH� HVWRV� IDPRVRV�
UHSUHVHQWDQWHV�GHO�OODPDGR�1XHYR�0XQGR�\�
HO�9LHMR�0XQGR��ODV�GLIHUHQFLDV�\�VLPLOLWXGHV�
en la manera de reaccionar ante estos eventos 
SROtWLFRV� \� VRFLDOHV� GHVGH� HO� SXQWR� GH� YLVWD�
europeo, en comparación con la mirada 
desde Norteamérica.

Palabras clave: Revista Historia de la 
Educación Latinoamericana, independencia, 
Hispanoamérica, Ilustración, historia atlántica, 
historia de ideas.

RESUMO
Este artigo analisa as respectivas posturas 
GH� $OH[DQGHU� 9RQ� +XPEOGW� H� 7KRPDV�
-HIIHUVRQ� HP� UHODomR� FRP� D� LQGHSHQGrQFLD�
dos territórios hispano-americanos e o modo 
em que estas se encontravam condicionadas 
SRU� VXDV� SUySULDV� H[SHULrQFLDV�� +XPEROGW��
FRPR� REVHUYDGRU� GD� VLWXDomR� DPHULFDQD�
MXVWDPHQWH�DQWHV�GR�FRPHoR�GRV�PRYLPHQWRV�
LQGHSHQGHQWLVWDV�� H� -HIIHUVRQ�� FRPR� DWRU�
importante na independência dos EEUU e 
QD�SRVWHULRU�FULDomR�GH�XPD�QRYD�VRFLHGDGH��
$VVLP� PHVPR�� QmR� VH� SRGH� HVWXGDU�
VXDV� UHVSHFWLYDV� SRVLo}HV� HP� UHODomR� DRV�
movimentos independentistas na América 
HVSDQKROD�GHVYLQFXODGDV�GH�VXDV�FRQFOXV}HV�
D� UHVSHLWR� GD� 5HYROXomR� )UDQFHVD� H� VXDV�
FRQVHTXrQFLDV�� 2� WUDEDOKR� PRVWUD� GH� TXH�
maneira os dois personagens comentaram 
estes sucessos na correspondência que 
mantiveram entre si. Finalmente, também 
VH� DYDOLDP�� SRU� PHLR� GHVWHV� IDPRVRV�
UHSUHVHQWDQWHV�GR�FKDPDGR�1RYR�0XQGR�H�
GR�9HOKR�0XQGR��DV�GLIHUHQoDV�H�VLPLOLWXGHV�
QD�PDQHLUD�GH�UHDJLU�D�HVWHV�HYHQWRV�SROtWLFRV�
e sociais, a partir do ponto de vista europeu, 
HP�FRPSDUDomR�FRP�R�ROKDU�QRUWH�DPHULFDQR�

Palavras-chave: Revista História da Educação 
Latino-americana, Independência, Hispano-
américa, Ilustração, historia atlântica, historia 
das ideias.

INTRODUCTION

7ZR�RI�WKH�PDQ\�LQWHUPHGLDULHV�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�WUDQVDWODQWLF�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVIHU�
RI�NQRZOHGJH�GXULQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�HLJKWHHQWK�DQG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXULHV²�
D� SHULRG� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� WKH� TXHVWLRQLQJ� RI� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� VWUXFWXUH� RI� WKH�ZRUOG� DQG� WKH�
VHDUFK�IRU�D�QHZ�VRFLDO�RUGHU²ZHUH�WKH�3UXVVLDQ�WUDYHOHU�DQG�VFLHQWLVW�$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGW�
������������� DQG� WKH� 9LUJLQLDQ� VWDWHVPDQ�� DUFKLWHFW�� DQG� QDWXUDOLVW� 7KRPDV� -HIIHUVRQ� ������
��������,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKHLU�XSEULQJLQJ�LQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUOGV²�%HUOLQ�DQG�&KDUORWWHVYLOOH��RU�XUEDQ�

3 Among the latest publications with biographical information about Humboldt in English are: Gerard Helferich, Humboldt’s Cosmos. 
Alexander von Humboldt and the Latin American journey that changed the way we see the World (New York: Gotham Books, 2004); 
Donald Macrory, Nature’s Interpreter: The Life and Times of Alexander von Humboldt (Cambridge: Lutterworth Press, 2010); Nicolaas 
A. Rupke, Alexander von Humboldt: A Metabiography (Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2005).

4 Among the considerable number of Jefferson biographies, the following works can be particularly recommended: Richard B. 
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(XURSH�YHUVXV�UXUDO�$PHULFD²�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�DIILQLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKHLU�
WKRXJKWV�DQG�DFWLRQV��ERWK�PD\�EH�VHHQ�DV�OHDGLQJ�PLQGV�DQG�VWDXQFK�DGYRFDWHV�RI�WKH�LGHDOV�RI�
(QOLJKWHQPHQW��WKH\�ERWK�FOHDUO\�VDZ�WKH�GHILFLHQFLHV�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�(XURSHDQ�VRFLHW\��DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKH�SUREOHPV�WKH�6SDQLVK�$PHULFDQ�FRORQLHV�ZHUH�IDFLQJ��DQG�IRU�ERWK�RI�WKHP�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�VHUYHG�DV�D�KRSHIXO�H[SHULPHQW�IRU�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�LGHDV��DLPLQJ�WR�FUHDWH�D�EHWWHU�
IRUP�RI�VRFLHW\��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�PDUNHG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�SDUWLFXODU�WRSLFV��
DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�WKHLU�JHQHUDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SRVWXODWHV�RI�WKH�$JH�RI�5HDVRQ�DQG�KRZ�WR�
SXW�WKHP�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��*LYHQ�WKHLU�GLIIHUHQW�LGHRORJLFDO�EDFNJURXQGV��SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�
SURIHVVLRQDO�SRVLWLRQV��WKH\�DOVR�KDG�GLVWLQFW�DSSURDFKHV�WR�WKH�6SDQLVK�$PHULFDQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
PRYHPHQW�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�ZLWQHVVLQJ�DQG�RQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�FRPPHQWLQJ�

+XPEROGW� DQG� -HIIHUVRQ� KDG� VHYHUDO� SHUVRQDO�PHHWLQJV� GXULQJ� WKH� 3UXVVLDQ·V� YLVLW� WR� WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��ZKLFK� WRRN�SODFH� LQ� VSULQJ�RI� WKH�\HDU��������ZKHQ� WKH� IRUPHU� ILQDOL]HG�KLV�
VFLHQWLILF�H[SHGLWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�6SDQLVK�FRORQLDO�WHUULWRULHV�LQ�$PHULFD���������������GLYLGHG�
DW� WKH� WLPH�RI�KLV� WUDYHOV� LQWR� WKH�YLFHUR\DOWLHV�RI�1HZ�6SDLQ��1HZ�*UDQDGD��3HUX�DQG�WKH�
LVODQG�RI�&XED��)URP�WKHVH�SHUVRQDO�PHHWLQJV�RQZDUGV�WKH\�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�D�
FORVH�IULHQGVKLS�RYHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WZHQW\�\HDUV��PDUNHG�E\�D�OLYHO\�H[FKDQJH�RI�LGHDV�DQG�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�NHSW�HDFK�RWKHU�LQIRUPHG�DERXW�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�ZRUN��DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�LPSUHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�SLYRWDO�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�HYHQWV�RI�WKHLU�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��
DPRQJ�WKHVH�ZHUH�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQW�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�DSSOLFDELOLW\�RI�WKH�
democratic model to this region.

7KH�9LUJLQLDQ� DQG� WKH�3UXVVLDQ� VKDUHG� DQRWKHU� FRPPRQ� LGHDO�� ERWK�ZHUH� VXSSRUWHUV� RI� WKH�
UHDVRQV�DQG�FRQYLFWLRQV�ZKLFK�OHG�WR�WKH�)UHQFK�5HYROXWLRQ��DQG�LQLWLDOO\�KHOG�KRSHV�IRU�WKH�
SRVVLEOH�LPSDFW�RI�WKLV�PRYHPHQW�LQ�)UDQFH�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�RWKHU�SODFHV��DOWKRXJK�WKH\�LQ�QR�ZD\�
DSSURYHG�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�IHUYRU�DQG�PHWKRGV�RI�WKH�-DFRELQV��1HYHUWKHOHVV��DV�ZH�VKDOO�VHH��
WKH�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�FRQWH[WV�RI�WKH�WZR�PHQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��
LQIOXHQFHG� ERWK� WKHLU� DUJXPHQW� VDQG� WKHLU� DFWLRQ�� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� DQDO\]H� WKHLU� DSSURDFK� WR�
revolutionary movements in general, and their attitude to aspirations to independence in the 
6SDQLVK�$PHULFDQ�FRORQLHV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��LW�LV�ILUVW�RI�DOO�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WUDFH�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�
+XPEROGW�DQG�-HIIHUVRQ·V�FRQYLFWLRQV�ZHUH�PROGHG�E\�WKHLU�WUDQVDWODQWLF�H[SHULHQFHV��:KLOH�
7KRPDV�-HIIHUVRQ·V�LGHDV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ZHUH�VWURQJO\�PDUNHG�E\�WKH�WLPH�
KH�VSHQW�LQ�)UDQFH�LQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�0LQLVWHU�3OHQLSRWHQWLDU\���������������+XPEROGW·V�OLIH�LQ�
WKH�FRORQLDO�VRFLHWLHV�GXULQJ�ILYH�\HDUV�DQG�KLV�YLVLW�DW�WKH�HQG�WR�WKH�ILUVW�IUHH�QDWLRQ�LQ�$PHULFD�
PDGH�DQ�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�KDG�D�VWURQJ�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�KLV�UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�SROLWLFV��

���7UDQVDWODQWLF�([SHULHQFHV�RI�+XPEROGW�DQG�-HIIHUVRQ�
%RWK�+XPEROGW�DQG�-HIIHUVRQ�KDG�RQO\�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�$WODQWLF�RQFH�LQ�WKHLU�
OLYHV��DQG�KDG�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�´RWKHUµ�ZRUOGV�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�DERXW�ILYH�\HDUV��

Bernstein, Thomas Jefferson (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003); Joyce Appleby, Thomas Jefferson (New York: Times books, 
2003);Malone Dumas, Jefferson and his time. 6 vols. (Boston: Little, Brown, 1948-1982); Andrew Burstein, The inner Jefferson. 
Portrait of a grieving optimist (Charlottesville, London: University of Virginia Press, 1996).

5 A very good, detailed and well-documented description of Humboldt’s travels through the United States can be found in: Hermann 
R. Friis, “Alexander von Humboldtts Besuch in den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika vom 20. Mai bis zum 30. Juni 1804”, in 
Alexander von  Humboldts. Studien zu seiner universalen Geisteshaltung, edited by Joachim H. Schultze (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter& 
Co., 1959), 142-195. An English version of this article, limited only to his stay in Washington, is Hermann R. Friis, “Baron Alexander 
von Humboldt’s Visit to Washington”.  Records of the Columbia Historical Society 44 (1963): 1-35. These articles contain furthermore 
interesting comments and impressions made by several persons who had met Humboldt.

6 Concerning Jefferson’s time in France please see: William Howard Adams, The Paris Years of Thomas Jefferson (New Haven, London: 
Yale University Press, 1997); James McGrath Morrie and Persephone Weene, eds. Thomas Jefferson’s European Travel Diaries (New 
York: Isidore Stephanus Son, 1987). 
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WKXV� DOORZLQJ� WKHP�D�GHHSHU� LQVLJKW� LQWR� ORFDO� VRFLHW\�� ,Q�+XPEROGW·V� FDVH�� LQIOXHQFHG�E\�
KLV� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH� LGHDOV�RI� WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ� LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQW��KH�ZDV�
YHU\� LPSUHVVHG� E\� WKH� GHPRFUDWLF� IRUP� RI� 8�6�� VRFLHW\�� +HUH� KH� REVHUYHG� WKH� PRGHO� RI�
VRFLHW\�WKDW�LQ�KLV�RSLQLRQ�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�6SDQLVK�FRORQLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�(XURSHDQ�
monarchies.�� ,I�ZH�DUH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�EHWWHU�KLV�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DV�D�IUHH�
VRFLHW\�� LW�KHOSV� WR�KDYH�D� FORVHU� ORRN�DW�+XPEROGW·V�JHQHUDO� DWWLWXGH� WRZDUGV� FRORQLDOLVP��
'XULQJ�KLV�XQLTXH�VFLHQWLILF�H[SHGLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�6SDQLVK�WHUULWRULHV�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�
WKLV�V\VWHP��ZLWK�DOO�LWV�LQFRQYHQLHQFHV�DQG�LWV�SUREOHPV�IRU�WKH�RSSUHVVHG�RU�HQVODYHG�SDUW�
RI�WKH�VRFLHW\��MXVW�EHIRUH�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV�VWDUWHG�WR�DULVH�LQ�WKRVH�WHUULWRULHV��,Q�
his numerous publications, and even more in his travel diaries, he also includes some rather 
FULWLFDO�WKRXJKWV�RQ�WKH�GLYHUVH�IDFHWV�RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�V\VWHP��$Q�H[WUDFW�RI�DQ�HVVD\�RQ�FRORQLHV�
IRXQG�LQ�KLV�GLDULHV�VHHPV�SDUWLFXODUO\�UHYHDOLQJ��DQG�VWDQGV�RXW�IRU�WKH�LQ�GHSWK�DQDO\VLV�RI�
LWV�GLIIHUHQW�IDFHWV�DQG�WKH�SRVVLEOH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�+XPEROGW�IRUHVHHV�� Here he condemns the 
EDVLF�FRQFHSW�RI�FRORQLDOLVP�²�WKH� LGHD�WKDW�RQH�FRXQWU\�KDG�WR�SD\�WULEXWH�WR�DQRWKHU�DQG�
WKDW�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�SURVSHULW\��LQGXVWU\��DV�ZHOO�DV�HQOLJKWHQHG�LGHDV�UHPDLQHG�XQGHU�WKDW�
GRPLQDWLQJ�FRXQWU\·V�FRQWURO��7KH�GRFXPHQW�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�KLV�SHUVRQDO�FRQYLFWLRQV�ZHUH�
EDVHG�RQ�VWURQJ�PRUDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��DQG�WKDW�WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�
ZHUH�DOZD\V�IRUHPRVW�LQ�KLV�PLQG��

6HYHUDO�WRSLFV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�WDNHQ�RQ�VSHFLDO�UHOHYDQFH�IRU�+XPEROGW�GXULQJ�KLV�WUDYHOV�WKURXJK�
6SDQLVK� $PHULFD�� %HVLGHV� WKH� KRUURUV� RI� VODYHU\� DQG� WKH� LQMXVWLFH� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� QHJDWLYH�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�FRORQLDOLVP��VXFK�DV�WKH�EULEHU\�RI�LWV�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��KH�ZDV�
DOVR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW� WKH�GLIILFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ�RI� WKH�,QGLDQV��RI� WKH�PLVVLRQDU\�V\VWHP��DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKH�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUNHUV�E\�WKH�ELJ�ODQG�RU�PLQH�RZQHUV��1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�WHUURU�RI�WKH�
)UHQFK�5HYROXWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�FUXHOWLHV�FRPPLWWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�UHYROW�LQ�+DLWL� and other slave 
ULRWV�PLJKW�KDYH�SOD\HG�D�UROH�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�YHU\�RIWHQ�ZDUQHG�RI�YLROHQW�UHDFWLRQV�LQ�6SDQLVK�
$PHULFD��+H�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�ZKLOH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�EHLQJ�LQFLWHG�WR�FRPEDW��WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�OHDG�WR�
WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�VWDEOH�VRFLHW\��,Q�KLV�GLDULHV�WKHUH�LV�WKXV�QR�H[SOLFLW�FRPPHQW�RU�DGYLFH�
GLVFORVLQJ�KLV�RSLQLRQ�DERXW�WKH�FODLPV�IRU�OLEHUW\�RI�WKH�FRORQLHV�KH�YLVLWHG��+LV�FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW�
WKH�6SDQLVK�GRPLQLRQV�ZRXOG�ILQG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�D�PXFK�PRUH�IDYRUDEOH�HFRQRPLF�VLWXDWLRQ�LI�
WKH\�KDG�DFKLHYHG�WKHLU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�IURP�WKH�ILQDQFLDO�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�PHWURSROLV�FDQ�RQO\�EH�
GHULYHG�IURP�KLV�GHWDLOHG�HFRQRPLF�DQDO\VHV��KLV�VWDWLVWLFV�RI�WUDGH��DQG�KLV�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKLV�LV�EHFDXVH�+XPEROGW�KDG�DOZD\V�KHOG�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�JUDWLWXGH�
WRZDUGV�WKH�6SDQLVK�.LQJ�&DUORV�,9�IRU�JUDQWLQJ�KLP�JHQHURXV�SHUPLVVLRQ�IRU�KLV�H[SHGLWLRQ�

7 Regarding Humboldt’s general vision of the United States in comparison to colonial Spanish America, see: Ingo Schwarz, “Alexander 
von Humboldts Bild von Latein- und Angloamerika im Vergleich”, in Nord u. Süd in Amerika: Gegensätze. Gemeinsamkeiten.
Europäischer Hintergrund, edited by Wolfgang Reinhard and Peter Waldmann (Freiburg: Rombach, 1992), Vol. 2, 1142-54; Ingo 
Schwarz, “Alexander von Humboldt-Socio-political Views of the Americas”, in Ansichten Amerikas. Neuere Studien zu Alexander 
von Humboldt, edited by Ottmar Ette and Walther L. Bernecker (Frankfurt a. Main: Vervuert, 2001), 105-116; Sandra Rebok, “A new 
approach: Alexander von Humboldt’s perception of colonial Spanish America as reflected in his travel diaries”, Itinerario XXXI, No. 
1 (2007): 61-88.

8 Margot Faak, ed., Lateinamerika am Vorabend der Unabhängigkeitsrevolution. Eine Anthologie von Impressionen und Urteilenaus 
den Reisetagebüchern, Vol. 5 (Berlin: AkademieVerlag, 1982), 63-64. (French original: “D’ où vient ce manque  de moralité, d’où 
viennent ces soufrances, ce malaise dans lequel tout homme sensible se trouve dans les Colonies européennes? C’est que l’idée de 
la Colonie meme est une idée immorale, c’est l’idée d’un pays qu’on rend tributaire à une autre, d’un pays dans le quel on ne doit 
parvenir qu’àun certain degré de prospérité, dans lequel l’industrie, les lumière ne doivent se répandre que jusqu’à un certain point. 
(...) Tout Gouvernement Colonial est un gouvernement de méfiance. On y distribue l’autorité non selon que la félicité publique 
des habitants l’exige, mais selon le soupçon que cette autorité peut s’unir, s’attacher trop au bien de la Colonie, devenir dangereux aux 
intérêts de la mère patrie”).

9 The slave revolt in in the French colony of Saint-Domingue, called the Haitian Revolution (1791-1804), was a crucial event that 
combined considerations of racial aspects as well as social revolution as a means to restructure society, and it is thus interesting to 
analyze Humboldt’s as well as Jefferson’s attitude towards these questions. See: Sandra Rebok, “La Revolution de Haïtivue par deux 
personages contemporains: Le scientifique prussien Alexander von Humboldt etl’homme d’état américain Thomas Jefferson”, French 
Colonial History 10 (2009): 75-95.
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WKURXJK�WKH�$PHULFDQ�FRORQLHV��WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�KLV�OLIH·V�JRDO��0RUHRYHU��+XPEROGW·V�SRVLWLRQ�
ZDV�DOVR�D� IXQFWLRQ�RI�KLV�VHOI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DV�D�VFLHQWLVW�DQG�WKH�SHUVRQDO�DLPV�KH�UHODWHG�
WR�KLV�H[SHGLWLRQ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KH�KDG�TXLWH�FOHDUO\�VHW�KLV�IRFXV�RQ�KLV�VFLHQWLILF�REMHFWLYHV��
DQG�ZDV� UHOXFWDQW� WR� ULVN� UHDOL]LQJ�KLV�$PHULFDQ�SURMHFW��$� W\SLFDO� LQWHOOHFWXDO� FKDUDFWHULVWLF�
RI�+XPEROGW��PRUHRYHU�� LV� WKDW�KH�QHYHU� OLPLWV�KLPVHOI� WR� VLPSO\�FULWLFL]LQJ�ZKDW�KH� IRXQG��
,QVWHDG��KLV� FULWLFLVP� LV�EDVHG�RQ�DQ� LQ�GHSWK�VWXG\�RI� WKHVH� LVVXHV�� IUHTXHQWO\�DFFRPSDQLHG�
E\�VSHFLILF�VROXWLRQV�WKDW�VHHPHG�PRUH�HIILFLHQW�WR�KLP�RU��LQ�VRPH�FDVH��VLPSO\�PRUH�KXPDQH���
,Q�FRQVHTXHQFH��KLV�ZULWLQJV�FRQWDLQ�LPSRUWDQW�SURSRVDOV�IRU�VSHFLILF�UHIRUPV�WR�EH�DSSOLHG�LQ�
PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW� DVSHFWV�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR�RYHUUHOLDQFH�RQ� WKH�PRQR�FXOWLYDWLRQ�RI�
VXJDU�DQG�RI�FRXUVH��UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�VODYHU\��

$V� IRU� -HIIHUVRQ�� KLV� LPSUHVVLRQV� RI� WKH� RWKHU� FRQWLQHQW�� LQ� SUH�UHYROXWLRQDU\� )UDQFH�� ZHUH�
DOVR�YHU\�FRPSOH[��+H�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�GLQH�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�WKH�FLW\·V�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�DULVWRFUDWV��
EXW�DOVR�VLGHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURWDJRQLVWV�LQ�WKH������French Revolution, including the 0DUTXLV�GH�
/DID\HWWH and the &RPWH�GH�0LUDEHDX��7KH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�OHWWHUV�ZKHUHLQ�KH�GLVFXVVHG�
KLV�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�(XURSHDQ�ZRUOG�LOOXVWUDWHV�MXVW�KRZ�GHFLVLYHO\�WKRVH�H[SHULHQFHV�VKDSHG�
KLV�LGHDV�DQG�FRQYLFWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�D�QHZ�IRUP�RI�VRFLHW\��+HUHLQ�ZH�VHH�FOHDUO\�
KLV�EHOLHIV�DERXW�OLEHUW\��WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�REOLJDWLRQV�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI� WKH�RZQHUVKLS�RI� ODQG�DQG�SURSHUW\�IRU� WKH�SURVSHULW\�RI�VRFLHW\��7KLV�SHUVRQDO�(XURSHDQ�
H[SHULHQFH� MXVW� EHIRUH� WKH� )UHQFK� 5HYROXWLRQ�� DV�ZHOO� DV� KLV� REVHUYDWLRQ� RI� WKH� VXEVHTXHQW�
GHYHORSPHQWV��DUH�DOVR�FUXFLDO�LI�ZH�ZLVK�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�-HIIHUVRQ·V�SRVLWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�/DWLQ�
$PHULFDQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQW�DQG�KLV�DQDO\VLV�RI�HYHQWV��6RPH�RI�WKH�FRPPHQWV�KH�KDG�
PDGH�LQ�KLV�HDUO\�\HDUV�PLJKW�OHDG�WR�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�VXSSRUW�OLEHUDO�GHPRFUDWLF�
UHYROXWLRQV� LQ� JHQHUDO�� DQG� WKDW� KH� DOVR� VDZ� WKH�$PHULFDQ�5HYROXWLRQ� DV� D�PRGHO� IRU� RWKHU�
QDWLRQV�WR�IROORZ��)XUWKHUPRUH��KH�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�,QGHSHQGHQFH�RI�WKH�WKLUWHHQ�
FRORQLHV�LQ������GHIHQGHG�WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�WKURZ�RII�D�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�IXOILOO�
LWV�WDVN�RI�VHUYLQJ�WKH�QDWLRQ�

1HYHUWKHOHVV��-HIIHUVRQ�ZDV�IUHTXHQWO\�FULWLFDO�RI�RWKHU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV��KH�GLG�QRW�
YLHZ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�FDVH�DV�EHLQJ�HDVLO\�H[SRUWDEOH�DQG�DSSOLFDEOH�HOVHZKHUH��DQG�UHOHQWOHVVO\�
DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO� LQJUHGLHQW�RI�DQ\�UHIRUPLVW�RU�UHYROXWLRQDU\�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�
WLPH��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�WKLQNHU�0RQWHVTXLHX��-HIIHUVRQ�DOVR�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�VWDWH�
WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�KLVWRULHV�FRXOG�RQO\�FKDQJH�JUDGXDOO\�RYHU�WLPH��DQG�WKDW�LPSRVLQJ�QHZ�PRGHV�
DQG�RUGHUV�RQ�D�FXOWXUH�ZKLFK�KDG�QR�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�WKHP�ZRXOG�LQHYLWDEO\�IDLO��DQG�SRVVLEO\�
FUHDWH�D�ZRUVH�VWDWH�RI�VRFLDO�DIIDLUV��-HIIHUVRQ�GHSOR\HG�DQ�RUJDQLF�PHWDSKRU�RI�IUXLW�JURZLQJ�RQ�
WKH�VWHP�RI�WKH�WUHH��,I�WKH�IUXLW�QHHGHG�YLROHQW�VKDNLQJ�WR�SU\�LW�ORRVH��KH�ZDUQHG��LW�ZDV�D�VLJQDO�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�QRW�PDWXUH�HQRXJK�WR�VWDQG�DORQH��ZKHUHDV�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�IXOO\�ULSH��WKH�IUXLW�ZRXOG�
IDOO�HIIRUWOHVVO\�DQG�QDWXUDOO\�IURP�WKH�EUDQFK��.  

$OUHDG\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�5HYROXWLRQ��KH�PDQLIHVWHG�KLV�EHOLHIV�DQG�FRQFHUQVDERXW�
WKLV�PDMRU�KLVWRULFDO�HYHQW��+LV�UHDFWLRQ�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�UDWKHU�FRPSOH[�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI� LGHDOV��
SHUVRQDO� LQWHUHVWV�� SROLWLFDO� FRQYLFWLRQV�� DQG� KLV� RZQ� H[SHULHQFH� ZLWK� WKH� UHFHQW�$PHULFDQ�
Revolution���� 7R� VXPPDUL]H�� ZH� FDQ� VWDWH� WKDW�ZKHUHDV� DW� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� KH�ZDV� RSWLPLVWLF�
DERXW�WKH�FKDQJHV�LQ�)UDQFH��KH�ODWHU�EHFDPH�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�XQLTXHQHVV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
political experiment and expressed this in his letters, pointing out the particular circumstances 
RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WKDW�HQDEOHG�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKLV�SURFHVV��)XUWKHUPRUH��KLV�DWWLWXGH�FKDQJHG�
10 James R. Sofka, “A Commerce Which Must be Protected”: The International Policy of Thomas Jefferson, 1785-1809, forthcoming, 

this material taken from manuscript provided by the author for comment. See also: James R. Sofka, Metternich, Jefferson and the 
Enlightenment: Statecraft and Political Theory in the early Nineteenth Century (Madrid: CSIC, 2011), 62.

11 Merrill D. Peterson, “Thomas Jefferson and the French Revolution”, The Tocqueville Review 9 (1987/88): 15-25.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquis_de_Lafayette
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquis_de_Lafayette
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comte_de_Mirabeau
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RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�VXEVHTXHQW�SROLWLFDO�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�)UDQFH��EXW�DOVR�GXH�WR�WKH�
HYROXWLRQ�RI�KLV�SHUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKLV�WRSLF��*HQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ�ZH�FDQ�VD\�WKDW��ZKLOH�
KH�ZDV�V\PSDWKHWLF�WR�WKH�EDVLF�DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�PRYHPHQW��KH�DUJXHG�WKDW�)UDQFH�KDG�QR�
H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�OLEHUDO�UHSXEOLFDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKDW�WKH�DXWRFUDWLF�SRZHU�RI�PRQDUFK\�DQG�
FKXUFK�ZHUH�WRR�LQJUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�FXOWXUH�WR�EH�HQGHG�E\�D�VLPSOH�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�
PDQ��+H�WKXV�JDYH�WKH�3DULVLDQ�UHIRUPHUVUDWKHU�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DGYLFH��DGYRFDWLQJ�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQ�
RI�PLQRU�DUUDQJHPHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�.LQJ��ZKR�ZRXOG�JUDGXDOO\�WUDQVIHU�SRZHUV�WR�DQ�DVVHPEO\�
ZKLOH�UHWDLQLQJ�HQRXJK�UR\DO�SULYLOHJHV�WR�SUHYHQW�D�FRXQWHU�UHDFWLRQ��

+LV� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV� LQ� WKH� 6SDQLVK�VSHDNLQJ�SDUWV� RI� WKH�:HVWHUQ�
+HPLVSKHUH�ZDV� LGHQWLFDO� WR� KLV� FRQFOXVLRQV� RQ� )UDQFH� DQG� IROORZHG� D� VLPLODU� ORJLF�� ,Q� KLV�
\HDU�RI�UHWLUHPHQW�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�6SDQLVK�SDUW�RI�$PHULFD��DQG�WKH�ILUVW�VLJQV�RI�
WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�WKHVH�UHJLRQV��EHFDPH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�PDWWHU�IRU�-HIIHUVRQ��+H�
PHQWLRQHG�WKLV�WRSLF�WR�VHYHUDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQWV�LQ�(XURSH��DQG�UHPDUNHG�RQ�KLV�LGHDV�DQG�IHDUV�
IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKHVH�FRORQLDO�VRFLHWLHV��SRLQWLQJ�WR�WKH�GLVSDULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
DQG� 6SDQLVK�$PHULFD��$PRQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� WR�ZKRP�KH� SUHVHQWHG� KLV� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� RQ� WKLV�
PDWWHU�ZHUH�IRU�LQVWDQFH�WKH�3ROLVK�JHQHUDO�$QGU]HM�7DGHXV]�.RŋFLXV]NR���DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ZULWHU��
HFRQRPLVW��DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�RIILFLDO�3LHUUH�6DPXHO�'XSRQW�GH�1HPRXUV�����$OVR�WR�KLV�FORVH�IULHQG�
/DID\HWWH�KH�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�KRSHV�DQG�PLVJLYLQJV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ���´,�MRLQ�\RX��VLQFHUHO\��
P\�IULHQG�LQ�ZLVKHV�IRU�WKH�HPDQFLSDWLRQ�RI�6RXWK�$PHULFD���7KDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�OLEHUDWHG�IURP�
IRUHLJQ�VXEMXJDWLRQ�,�KDYH�OLWWOH�GRXEW���%XW�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�P\�HQTXLULHV�GRHV�QRW�DXWKRUL]H�PH�
WR�KRSH�WKH\�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�IUHH�JRYHUQPHQW���«��WKH\�PD\�KDYH�VRPH�FDSDEOH�
OHDGHUV�\HW�QRWKLQJ�EXW� LQWHOOLJHQFH�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�WKHPVHOYHV�FDQ�NHHS�WKHVH�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKHLU�
FKDUJH��«���$�UHSXEOLF�RI�NLQJV�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�µ���:LWKLQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��LW�ZDV�PDLQO\�ZLWK�
-RKQ�$GDPV�WKDW�KH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�D�FDQGLG�DQG�UHYHDOLQJ�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�LQ�WKH�SHULRG���������
KLV�YLHZV�RI�WKHVH�PDWWHUV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�DIIHFWHG�8�6��LQWHUHVWV�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�$PHULFD��
7R�$GDPV�KH�FRPPHQWHG�LQ�������́ ,�GR�EHOLHYH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�IRU�WKHP�WR�REWDLQ�IUHHGRP�E\�
GHJUHHV�RQO\��EHFDXVH�WKDW�ZRXOG�E\�GHJUHHV�EULQJ�RQ�OLJKW�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�TXDOLI\�WKHP�
WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJO\��ZLWK�PRUH�FHUWDLQW\�LI�LQ�WKH�PHDQWLPH�XQGHU�VR�
PXFK�FRQWURO�RQO\�DV�PD\�NHHS�WKHP�DW�SHDFH�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHUµ��.

-HIIHUVRQ�GLG�LQGHHG�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKH�FDXVHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV��DQG�
KRSHG� WKDW� WKHLU� OHDGHUV�ZRXOG� EH� DEOH� WR� DFKLHYH� WKHLU� JRDOV�� EXW� KH� QHYHUWKHOHVV� EHOLHYHG�
WKDW� WKHLU� HIIRUWV� ZRXOG� XOWLPDWHO\� HQG� LQ� PLOLWDU\� W\UDQQLHV�� EHFDXVH� KH� GLG� QRW� FRQVLGHU�
WKHVH�QDWLRQV�SUHSDUHG�RU�VXIILFLHQWO\�HQVKULQHG�LQ�GHPRFUDWLF�VWUXFWXUHV�IRU�VHOI�JRYHUQPHQW��
7KRXJK�KH�SUHGLFWHG�VXFFHVV�IRU�WKH�UHYROXWLRQV�LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��KH�ZDV�VNHSWLFDO�DERXW�WKHLU�
FRQVROLGDWLRQ�LQWR�ZRUNDEOH�GHPRFUDWLF�VWDWHV��VLQFH�KH�FRQVLGHUHG�WKHLU�REMHFWLYHV�LQFRPSDWLEOH�
ZLWK�WKH�FXOWXUHV�RI�WKH�VWDWHV�WKH\�UXOHG��:LWKRXW�WKH�ILUPO\�URRWHG�RUJDQV�RI�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�
OHJLVODWXUH��MXGLFLDU\��IUHHGRP�RI�WKH�SUHVV��DQG�VHFXODU�ODZ�KH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�DIWHU�D�VKRUW�WLPH�WKH�
SROLWLFV�LQ�WKHVH�VWDWHV�ZRXOG�UHYHUW�WR�SUH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�SDWWHUQV��MXVW�DV�1DSROHRQ�KDG�UHYLYHG�
VRPH�RI�WKH�DXWKRULWDULDQ�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�FHQWUDOL]HG�SRZHU�RI�WKH�%RXUERQV��.

,W�LV�REYLRXV�WKDW�IRU�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�PHQ��WKHLU�WLPH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�$WODQWLF�ZDV�FUXFLDO�WR�
WKH�VKDSLQJ�RI�WKHLU�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ��7KH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�¶RWKHU·�ZRUOGV�
12 Jefferson to Kósciuszko, April 16, 1811, in: Barbara B. Oberg and J. Jefferson Looney, eds, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson Digital 

Edition (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press) 2009, vol. 3, 565.
13 Jefferson to Dupont de Nemours, April 15, 1811, in: Oberg, “The Papers”, 560.
14 Jefferson to Lafayette, November 30, 1813.Thomas Jefferson Papers, Library of Congress.
15 Jefferson to Adams, May 17, 1818, Thomas Jefferson Papers, Library of Congress.
16 Information taken from the manuscript provided by Sofka (forthcoming).
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WKDW�RFFXSLHG�WKHP�PRVW�GHSHQGHG�RQ�WKHLU�LGHRORJLFDO�EDFNJURXQG��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQ�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�
LQWHUHVW�DQG�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�WKH\�KHOG�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VRFLHWLHV��IRU�+XPEROGW�WKHVH�LVVXHV�ZHUH�PDLQO\�
FRQQHFWHG�WR�KLV�FRQFHSW�RI�OLEHUW\��LQFOXGLQJ�SHUVRQDO��SROLWLFDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�IUHHGRP��DQG�
ZLWK� DOO� WKH� SKHQRPHQD� OLQNHG� WR� WKHP�� VXFK� DV� FRORQLDOLVP� DQG� VODYHU\�� )RU� -HIIHUVRQ�� KLV�
REVHUYDWLRQV� VWLPXODWHG� WKH�GHVLUH� WR� FUHDWH�D�JRYHUQPHQW� WKDW�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�KDSSLQHVV� WR�
KLV�IHOORZ�FRXQWU\PHQ��VLQFH�LQ�(XURSH�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�REVHUYH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�D�SROLWLFDO�
V\VWHP�WKDW�KH�SURIRXQGO\�UHMHFWHG��7KXV��IRU�KLP�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�ZDV�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�
WKDW�ZRXOG�KHOS�WR�DYRLG�WKH�GHSORUDEOH�VWDWH�RI�DIIDLUV�KH�H[SHULHQFHG�GXULQJ�KLV�WLPH�LQ�WKH�2OG�
:RUOG��DQG�XSRQ�KLV�UHWXUQ��WR�PDNH�WKRVH�K\SRWKHWLFDO�LGHDV�LQWR�UHDOLWLHV��

���+XPEROGW·V�DQG�-HIIHUVRQ·V�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�UHJDUGLQJ�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD�
2YHU� WLPH�+XPEROGW� WRRN� FDUH� WR� NHHS� -HIIHUVRQ���DQG�ZLWK� KLP� WKH�1HZ�:RUOG��LQIRUPHG�
DERXW�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�KLV�UHVHDUFK�DQG�WKH�ZULWLQJV�KH�SXEOLVKHG�DERXW�KLV�$PHULFDQ�H[SHGLWLRQ��
7KH�9LUJLQLDQ��IRU�KLV�SDUW��VHHPHG�WR�HQMR\�VKDULQJ�ZLWK�KLV�IULHQG�WKH�WRSLFV�KH�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ�RU�ZRUULHG�DERXW��VLQFH�KH�YHU\�PXFK�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�3UXVVLDQ·V�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR� WKHVH� LVVXHV��7KXV�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�PHHWLQJ�PDUNHG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�PXWXDOO\�
HQULFKLQJ�VFLHQWLILF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�WUDQVDWODQWLF�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ULVLQJ�QHZ�FRXQWU\�DQG�WKH�
HYROYLQJ�ROG��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�DOVR�GLVFXVVHG�PDWWHUV�FRQFHUQLQJ�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD��.

,Q� -HIIHUVRQ·V� DQVZHU� WR� +XPEROGW·V� SHUIHFWO\� GHVLJQHG� DQG� H[WUHPHO\� GLSORPDWLF� OHWWHU� RI�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�KLP��ZULWWHQ�RQ����0D\�������KH�DOUHDG\�UHYHDOHG�D�FHUWDLQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKLV�UHJLRQ��
´7KH�FRXQWULHV�\RX�KDYH�YLVLWHG�DUH�RI�WKRVH�OHDVW�NQRZQ��DQG�PRVW� LQWHUHVWLQJ��DQG�D�OLYHO\�
GHVLUH�ZLOO�EH�IHOW�JHQHUDOO\�WR�UHFHLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�JLYH��1R�RQH�ZLOO�IHHO�LW�
PRUH�VWURQJO\� WKDQ�P\VHOI�EHFDXVH�QR�RQH�SHUKDSV�YLHZV�WKLV�QHZ�ZRUOG�ZLWK�PRUH�SDUWLDO�
KRSHV�RI�LWV�H[KLELWLQJ�DQ�DPHOLRUDWHG�VWDWH�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�FRQGLWLRQµ����7KHUH�DUH�WZR�DVSHFWV�RI�
WKLV�OHWWHU�DW�ZKLFK�ZH�VKRXOG�ORRN�PRUH�FORVHO\��ILUVW��LW�PLJKW�EH�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�-HIIHUVRQ�FDOOV�
WKH�6SDQLVK�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�´WKH�OHDVW�NQRZQµ��LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�ERRNV�WKDW�
KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�E\�YDULRXV�DXWKRUV�RQ�WKRVH�UHJLRQV��6HYHUDO�RI�WKHVH�ERRNV�IRUPHG�
SDUW�RI�KLV�RZQ�OLEUDU\��,Q�D�OHWWHU�VHQW�E\�-HIIHUVRQ�LQ������WR�WKH�0H[LFDQ�0LJXHO�/DUGL]iEDO�\�
Uribe�����ZKR�ODWHU�EHFDPH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�Consejo de Regencia�LQ�WKH�FRXUW�RI�&iGL]��KH�DGGV�D�
OLVW�RI�ERRNV�UHODWLYH�WR�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�KLV�SRVVHVVLRQ�DW�WKDW�PRPHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�
DQ�HQXPHUDWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�SXEOLFDWLRQV�KH�VWLOO�ZLVKHG�WR�DFTXLUH��:H�WKHUHIRUH�NQRZ�WKDW�LQ�WKDW�
\HDU�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�WKLUWHHQ�ERRNV�UHODWHG�WR�WKLV�UHJLRQ�LQ�KLV�SHUVRQDO�OLEUDU\��ZULWWHQ�E\�
DXWKRUV�VXFK�DV�$QWRQLR�GH�8OORD��)UDQFLVFR�/ySH]�GH�*yPRUD��-RUJH�-XDQ�\�6DQWDFLOLD��$QWRQLR�
GH�6ROtV�\�5LYDGHQH\UD�DQG�*DEULHO�GH�&iUGHQDV�\�&DQR��.

5HJDUGOHVV�RI� WKLV� IDFW�� LQ�KLV� ODVW� OHWWHU� WR�+XPEROGW��GUDIWHG� LQ������� -HIIHUVRQ�SRLQWHG�RXW�
WKDW� +XPEROGW·V� SXEOLFDWLRQV� RQ� WKH� 6RXWKHUQ� $PHULFDQ� UHJLRQ� KDG� FRPH� DW� D� SHUIHFW�
PRPHQW� WR�´JXLGH�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� LQ� WKH�JUHDW�SROLWLFDO� UHYROXWLRQ�QRZ�EULQJLQJ� LW� LQWR�
SURPLQHQFH�RQ�WKH�VWDJH�RI�WKH�ZRUOGµ��DQG�KH�VWLOO�FDOOV�WKHVH�WHUULWRULHV�´D�FRXQWU\�KLWKHUWR�
VR� VKDPHIXOO\� XQNQRZQµ�� 7KLV�PD\� EH�PHDQW� DV� D� UKHWRULFDO� H[SUHVVLRQ� WR� XQGHUVFRUH� WKH�
UHOHYDQFH�RI�+XPEROGW·V�ZULWLQJV��EXW�LW�LV�QRQHWKHOHVV�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�KH�VHHPV�WR�LJQRUH�RU�

17 A good analysis of the correspondence between Jefferson and Humboldt, and particularly this letter offers Ingo Schwarz, “From 
Alexander von Humboldt’s Correspondence with Thomas Jefferson and Albert Gallatin”, Berliner Manuskripte zur Alexander-von-
Humboldt-Forschung 2 (1991): 1-20. 

18 Jefferson to Humboldt, May 28, 1804, published in Schwarz, 2004, 91-92. 
19 Jefferson to Miguel Lardizabel y Uribe, July 6, 1787, in: Oberg and Looney, 553-554.
20 Ponce interprets and criticizes this as Jefferson’s lack of knowledge and interest regarding the Hispanic territories: Esteban Ponce, 

“Fragmentos de un discurso no amoroso: Thomas Jefferson y la América Hispana. Una aproximación a las relaciones sur-norte”, 
Procesos. Revista Ecuatoriana de Historia 30 (2009): 5-24.
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DW�OHDVW�XQGHUYDOXH�WKH�QXPHURXV�SUHYLRXV�ZRUNV��7KH�RWKHU�DVSHFW�WR�QRWH�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LQ�
WKLV�ILUVW�OHWWHU�-HIIHUVRQ�VHQW�WR�WKH�3UXVVLDQ�H[SORUHU��KH�DOUHDG\�PDGH�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�KXPDQ�
FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD��ZKLFK�KH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VHH�´DPHOLRUDWHGµ��

7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�6SDQLVK�SDUW�RI�$PHULFD�ZDV�D�WRSLF�WKH\�ZRXOG�GLVFXVV�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�
PDQ\�\HDUV��VLQFH�ERWK�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�YHU\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�LWV�SROLWLFDO�IXWXUH�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�
WKH�DSSOLFDELOLW\�RI�GHPRFUDWLF�PRGHOV� WR� WKLV� UHJLRQ��7KH\�ZHUH� WKXV� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�NQRZLQJ�
HDFK�RWKHU·V�UHVSHFWLYH�RSLQLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQW��,Q�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�
UHYHDOLQJ� OHWWHU��ZULWWHQ� LQ� ������ -HIIHUVRQ� ILUVW� FRPPHQWV� RQ� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
+XPEROGW·V�SXEOLFDWLRQV� FDPH�RXW� DW� D�PRPHQW�´ZKHQ� WKRVH� FRXQWULHV� DUH�EHJLQQLQJ� WR�EH�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOGµ��ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�EHFRPLQJ�´WKH�VFHQHV�RI�SROLWLFDO�UHYROXWLRQµ�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�́ LQWHJUDO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�́ JUHDW�IDPLO\�RI�QDWLRQVµ��7KHQ�KH�H[SUHVVHV�KLV�SHUVRQDO�
GRXEWV��́ :KDW�NLQG�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�WKH\�HVWDEOLVK"�+RZ�PXFK�OLEHUW\�FDQ�WKH\�EHDU�ZLWKRXW�
LQWR[LFDWLRQ"�$UH�WKHLU�FKLHIV�VXIILFLHQWO\�HQOLJKWHQHG�WR�IRUP�D�ZHOO�JXDUGHG�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�
WKHLU�SHRSOH�WR�ZDWFK�WKHLU�FKLHIV"�+DYH�WKH\�PLQG�HQRXJK�WR�SODFH�WKHLU�GRPHVWLFDWHG�,QGLDQV�
RQ�D�IRRWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ZKLWHV"�$OO�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�\RX�FDQ�DQVZHU�EHWWHU�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHUµ��7R�
VRPH�RI� WKHVH� TXHVWLRQV� -HIIHUVRQ�SURYLGHG� VRPH� VXSSRVLWLRQV� RI� KLV� RZQ� LQ� RUGHU� WR� JHW� D�
VHQVH�RI�+XPEROGW·V� RSLQLRQV�� ´,� LPDJLQH� WKH\�ZLOO� FRS\�RXU�RXWOLQHV�RI� FRQIHGHUDWLRQ� DQG�
HOHFWLYH�JRYHUQPHQW��DEROLVK�GLVWLQFWLRQ�RI�UDQNV��ERZ�WKH�QHFN�WR�WKHLU�SULHVWV��DQG�SHUVHYHUH�
LQ�LQWROHUDQWV��7KHLU�JUHDWHVW�GLIILFXOW\�ZLOO�EH�LQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�H[HFXWLYH��,�VXVSHFW�WKDW��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�H[SHULPHQW�RI�)UDQFH��DQG�RI�WKDW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�������WKH\�ZLOO�EHJLQ�
ZLWK�D�GLUHFWRU\��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�XQDYRLGDEOH�VFKLVPV�LQ�WKDW�NLQG�RI�H[HFXWLYH�VKDOO�GULYH�WKHP�
WR�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��WKHLU�JUHDW�TXHVWLRQ�ZLOO�FRPH�RQ�ZKHWKHU�WR�VXEVWLWXWH�DQ�H[HFXWLYH�HOHFWLYH�
IRU�\HDUV��IRU�OLIH��RU�DQ�KHUHGLWDU\�RQH��%XW�XQOHVV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�FDQ�EH�VSUHDG�DPRQJ�WKHP�PRUH�
UDSLGO\�WKDQ�H[SHULHQFH�SURPLVHV��GHVSRWLVP�PD\�FRPH�XSRQ�WKHP�EHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�TXDOLILHG�WR�
VDYH�WKH�JURXQG�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�JDLQHGµ��.

,Q�KLV�DQVZHU�WR�WKLV�OHWWHU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV�ODWHU��WKH�3UXVVLDQ�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�
WKHVH� PDWWHUV� DQG� UHVSRQGHG� WR� -HIIHUVRQ·V� UHIOHFWLRQV�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKRXJK� WKH� OHWWHU�
LWVHOI�ZDV�TXLWH�H[WHQVLYH��KLV�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�LVVXHV�PHQWLRQHG�ZHUH�PXFK�OHVV�GHWDLOHG��
+XPEROGW�RQO\�SRLQWHG�RXW�KLV�NHHQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�LQ�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD�DQG�SUHGLFWHG�
D�YLROHQW�FRQIOLFW��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�OHDYH�LWV�LPSULQW�RQ�WKH�VRFLDO�RUGHU��VLQFH�IRU�WKUHH�FHQWXULHV�
European society had been based on mutual resentments and animosity��.

7ZR�\HDUV�SDVVHG�EHIRUH�-HIIHUVRQ�UHSOLHG²�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZDU�ZLWK�(QJODQG��JHWWLQJ�PDLO�WR�
DQG�IURP�WKH�&RQWLQHQW�FRXOG�WDNH�D�ORQJ�WLPH�²EXW�ZH�FDQ�VHH�WKDW�-HIIHUVRQ�ZDV�VWLOO�LQWULJXHG�
E\�WKH�HYHQWV�LQ�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD��,Q�WKLV�DQVZHU�LW�EHFRPHV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�KH�ZDV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�
OLPLWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�DSSOLFDELOLW\�RI� WKH�GHPRFUDWLF� V\VWHP�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV� WR�
RWKHU�$PHULFDQ�FRORQLDO�VRFLHWLHV��HVSHFLDOO\�WR�WKRVH�UHJLRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�XQGHU�WKH�LQIOXHQFH�RI�
WKH�&DWKROLF�UHOLJLRQ��RQH�PDMRU�GLIIHUHQFH�KH�VDZ�FRPSDUHG�WR�KLV�FRXQWU\��,Q�WKLV�QHZ�OHWWHU�
KH�LOOXVWUDWHG�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�KLV�WKRXJKWV�DQG�WRRN�D�UDWKHU�VNHSWLFDO�YLHZ�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�SUDFWLFDELOLW\�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��3DUWLFXODUO\�UHPDUNDEOH�LQ�WKLV�PDQ\�
IDFHWWHG�DQDO\VLV�DUH�KLV�SROLWLFDO�SUHGLFWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�FULWLFDO�UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�
UHOLJLRQ� LQ�WKLV�SURFHVV��´+LVWRU\�� ,�EHOLHYH�� IXUQLVKHV�QR�H[DPSOH�RI�D�SULHVW�ULGGHQ�SHRSOH�
PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�IUHH�FLYLO�JRYHUQPHQW��7KLV�PDUNV�WKH�ORZHVW�JUDGH�RI�LJQRUDQFH��RI�ZKLFK�WKHLU�

21  Jefferson to Humboldt, April 14, 1811, published in Schwarz, 2004, 119-121.
22  Humboldt to Jefferson, December 20, 1811, published in Schwarz, 122-123 (French original: “Je suis vivement intéressé comme 

Vous à la grande lutte de l’Amérique espagnole. Il faut pas s’étonner que la lutte soit sanglante, lorsqu’on pense que les hommes 
portent par tout l’empreinte de l’imperfection des institutions sociales et que les peuples d’Europe depuis trois siècles ont cherché 
leurs sécurité dans le ressentiments mutuel et la haine des Castes”).
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FLYLO�DV�ZHOO�DV� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV�ZLOO�DOZD\V�DYDLO� WKHPVHOYHV� IRU� WKHLU�RZQ�SXUSRVHV��7KH�
YLFLQLW\�RI�WKH�1HZ�6SDLQ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DQG�WKHLU�FRQVHTXHQW�LQWHUFRXUVH��PD\�IXUQLVK�
VFKRROV�IRU�WKH�KLJKHU��DQG�H[DPSOH�IRU�WKH�ORZHU�FODVVHV�RI�WKHLU�FLWL]HQV��$QG�0H[LFR��ZKHUH�
ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�\RX�WKDW�PHQ�RI�VFLHQFH�DUH�QRW�ZDQWLQJ��PD\�UHYROXWLRQL]H�LWVHOI�XQGHU�EHWWHU�
DXVSLFHV� WKDQ� WKH� 6RXWKHUQ�SURYLQFHV�� 7KHVH� ODVW�� ,� IHDU��PXVW� HQG� LQ�PLOLWDU\�GHVSRWLVPV��
7KH�GLIIHUHQW� FDVW� RI� WKHLU� LQKDELWDQWV�� WKHLU�PXWXDO�KDWUHGV� DQG� MHDORXVLHV�� WKHLU�SURIRXQG�
LJQRUDQFH�DQG�ELJRWU\��ZLOO�EH�SOD\HG�RII�E\�FXQQLQJ�OHDGHUV��DQG�HDFK�EH�PDGH�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�
RI�HQVODYLQJ�RWKHUV��%XW�RI�DOO�WKLV�\RX�FDQ�EHVW�MXGJH��IRU�LQ�WUXWK�ZH�KDYH�OLWWOH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
WKHP�WR�EH�GHSHQGHQW�RQ��EXW�WKURXJK�\RXµ��.

$�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU��LQ�������ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�HDVLHU�WR�VHH�ZKLFK�GLUHFWLRQ�WKH�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�IRUPHU�
6SDQLVK�FRORQLHV�ZHUH�WDNLQJ��KH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�H[SUHVV�KLV�FRQFHUQV�RQ�WKHLU�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�VHOI�
JRYHUQPHQW��´7KH�LVVXH�RI�LW·V�VWUXJJOHV��DV�WKH\�UHVSHFW�6SDLQ��LV�QR�ORQJHU�D�PDWWHU�RI�GRXEW��
$V�LW�UHVSHFWV�WKHLU�RZQ�OLEHUW\��SHDFH�	�KDSSLQHVV�ZH�FDQQRW�EH�TXLWH�VR�FHUWDLQ��:KHWKHU�WKH�
EOLQGV�RI�ELJRWU\��WKH�VKDFNOHV�RI�WKH�SULHVWKRRG��DQG�WKH�IDVFLQDWLQJ�JODUH�RI�UDQN�DQG�ZHDOWK�
JLYH�IDLU�SOD\�WR�WKH�FRPPRQ�VHQVH�RI�WKH�PDVV�RI�WKHLU�SHRSOH��VR�IDU�DV�WR�TXDOLI\�WKHP�IRU�VHOI�
JRYHUQPHQW��LV�ZKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�NQRZµ����,Q�WKH�VDPH�OHWWHU��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�RQH�KH�DGGUHVVHG�
WR�+XPEROGW��-HIIHUVRQ�ZDV�YHU\�FOHDU�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�EH�IXOILOOHG�EHIRUH�D�UHYROXWLRQ�
FRXOG�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��´7KH�ILUVW�SULQFLSOH�RI�UHSXEOLFDQLVP�LV�WKDW�WKH�OH[�PDMRULV�
SDUWLV�LV�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�ODZ�RI�HYHU\�VRFLHW\�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�RI�HTXDO�ULJKWV��WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�ZLOO�
RI�WKH�VRFLHW\�HQRXQFHG�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�D�VLQJOH�YRWH�DV�VDFUHG�DV�LI�XQDQLPRXV��LV�WKH�ILUVW�RI�
DOO�OHVVRQV�LQ�LPSRUWDQFH��\HW�WKH�ODVW�ZKLFK�LV�WKRURXJKO\�OHDUQW��7KLV�ODZ�RQFH�GLVUHJDUGHG��QR�
RWKHU�UHPDLQV�EXW�WKDW�RI�IRUFH��ZKLFK�HQGV�QHFHVVDULO\�LQ�PLOLWDU\�GHVSRWLVP��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�
KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�UHYROXWLRQ��DQG�,�ZLVK�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�RXU�6RXWKHUQ�EUHWKUHQ�PD\�EH�
VXIILFLHQWO\�HQODUJHG�DQG�ILUP�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKHLU�IDWH�GHSHQGV�RQ�LW�V�VDFUHG�REVHUYDQFHµ��

:KDW�PD\�EH� VXUSULVLQJ� LQ� WKLV� FRQWH[W� LV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW��ZKHUHDV� -HIIHUVRQ� DOVR� H[SUHVVHG� WR�
other European correspondents than Humboldt his concerns regarding these events and their 
SRVVLEOH�IXWXUH��KH�QHYHUWKHOHVV�GLG�QRW�VHHP�WR�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�WKH�
SURWDJRQLVWV�RI�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�6SDQLVK�$PHULFD��DV�+XPEROGW�IRU�LQVWDQFH�
KDG�GRQH�ZLWK� WKH�9HQH]XHODQV�$QGUpV�%HOOR�DQG�6LPyQ�GH�%ROtYDU�� WKH�(FXDGRULDQ�9LFHQWH�
5RFD�)XHUWH�DQG� WKH�0H[LFDQ�/XFDV�$ODPiQ����+HUH�ZH�FDQ� VHQVH� WKDW� -HIIHUVRQ� VHHPHG� WR�
PDLQWDLQ�D�FHUWDLQ�GLVWDQFH� IURP�WKHVH� OHDGHUV��XQOLNH�ZKDW�KH�GLG� LQ� WKH�FDVH�RI� WKH�)UHQFK�
Revolution. 

$V�ZH� KDYH� VHHQ� LQ� WKH� DERYH� FLWHG� OHWWHUV�� -HIIHUVRQ� FRQVLGHUHG�+XPEROGW� DQ� H[SHUW� RQ�
WKLV�WRSLF�²�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�DQ�H\H�ZLWQHVV�GXULQJ�KLV�VFLHQWLILF�H[SHGLWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKHVH�
WHUULWRULHV� ²� DQG�KH� VKDUHG�KLV�GRXEWV�ZLWK�KLP��0RUHRYHU�� -HIIHUVRQ�NQHZ�RI�+XPEROGW·V�
SROLWLFDO� LQIOXHQFH�DPRQJ� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� LQ� WKH�)UHQFK�FDSLWDO��7KLV� LV�DQRWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�
KLV�H[WHQVLYH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�KLV�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��)LQDOO\��-HIIHUVRQ�ZDV�DOVR�DZDUH�RI�WKH�3UXVVLDQ·V�FUXFLDO�VLJQLILFDQFH�UHJDUGLQJ�
WKH�GLVVHPLQDWLRQ�RI�D�SRVLWLYH�LPDJH�RI�KLV�FRXQWU\�RYHUVHDV��WKURXJK�+XPEROGW·V�FRQWDFWV�
DQG� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� ZLWK� WKH� PRVW� SURPLQHQW� SHUVRQDOLWLHV� LQ� (XURSH�� +H� ZDV� SHUIHFWO\�
FRQVFLRXV�RI�KLV�IULHQG·V�V\PSDWK\�IRU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�JHQHUDO�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SURMHFW�
in particular, and to a certain extent he may have seen him as an ally in his attempt to put 
HQOLJKWHQHG�LGHDV�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�QHZ�IRUP�RI�VRFLHW\�LQ�WKH�1HZ�:RUOG��7KH�IDFW�

23  Jefferson to Humboldt, December 6, 1813, published in Schwarz, 130-33.
24  Jefferson to Humboldt, June 13, 1817, published in Schwarz, 145-146.
25 Ponce, “Fragments”, 19.
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WKDW�RXU�WUDYHOHU�KDG�KLPVHOI�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�VRFLDO�RSSUHVVLRQ�H[LVWLQJ�LQ�FRORQLDO�VRFLHWLHV�RI�
6SDQLVK�$PHULFD��DQG�KDG�SHUVRQDOO\�OLYHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�(XURSHDQ�PRQDUFKLHV�ZKLFK�GLVSOD\HG�
DOO�WKH�VRFLDO�LQMXVWLFHV�-HIIHUVRQ�VRXJKW�WR�RYHUFRPH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�IRUP�RI�VRFLHW\�KH�ZDV�WU\LQJ�
WR�FUHDWH��PDGH�KLP�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQWHUORFXWRU��/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��+XPEROGW·V�HQWKXVLDVWLF�
OHWWHUV��FRQWDLQLQJ�YHU\�SRVLWLYH�LPSUHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DOVR�FRQWULEXWHG�GHFLVLYHO\�
WR�KLV�LPSRUWDQFH�IRU�WKH�9LUJLQLDQ��VLQFH�LQ�WKHP�KH�DOVR�WUDQVPLWWHG�WR�WKH�2OG�&RQWLQHQW�KLV�
SHUVRQDO�UHIOHFWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKLV�\RXQJ�UHSXEOLF��

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

,Q�VSLWH�RI�+XPEROGW·V�VSHFLDO�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�IXQGDPHQWDO�SULQFLSOHV�UHJDUGLQJ�OLEHUW\�DQG�
HTXDOLW\�DQG�KLV� FRQVHTXHQW� VHYHUH�FULWLFLVP�RI� FRORQLDOLVP��KH�QHYHU�H[SUHVVHG�KLPVHOI� LQ�
IDYRU�RI�D�PLOLWDU\�VROXWLRQ��DV�KH�UHMHFWHG�DOO�NLQG�RI�YLROHQW�UHYROXWLRQV�IRU�SROLWLFDO�HQGV��
,QVWHDG�KH�SUHIHUUHG�H[WHQVLYH�UHIRUPV�RI�6SDQLVK�FRORQLDO�SROLWLFV��KRSLQJ�WKDW�WKHVH�PHDVXUHV�
PLJKW�DYRLG�PRUH�YHKHPHQW�IXWXUH�FRQIOLFWV�� ,Q�-HIIHUVRQ·V�FDVH��KLV�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�WKHVH�
UHYROXWLRQDU\� HYHQWV�ZDV�PRUH� FRPSOH[� DQG�PRUH� FRQGLWLRQHG�E\� WKH�SROLWLFDO� DQG� VRFLDO�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�KH�OLYHG�LQ��*LYHQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDUV�����������KH�ZDV�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�
RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��KLV�SROLWLFDO�WKRXJKWV�PD\�QRW�RQO\�KDYH�EHHQ�JXLGHG�E\�KLV�SHUVRQDO�
FRQYLFWLRQV��EXW�GHSHQGHG�RQ�D�FRQVWHOODWLRQ�RI�GLYHUJHQW�LQWHUHVWV��7KRVH�\HDUV�VDZ�PDMRU�
FKDQJHV� LQ�WKH� LQWHULRU�DQG�H[WHULRU�SROLWLFV�RI�KLV�FRXQWU\��ZKLFK�DOVR�KDG�DQ�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�
-HIIHUVRQ·V�SRVLWLRQ��

&RQWUDVWLQJ� WKH� UHVSHFWLYH�SRVLWLRQV�RI�+XPEROGW�DQG� -HIIHUVRQ��RQH�PXVW�EH�FRQVFLRXV�RI�
WKH� GLIIHUHQW� IXQFWLRQ� WKH\� RFFXSLHG� LQ� WKHLU� UHVSHFWLYH� VRFLHWLHV�� DV� D� VFLHQWLVW��+XPEROGW�
FRXOG�DSSURYH� WKH�DLPV�DQG� WKH�SROLWLFDO� UHVXOWV�RI� WKH�5HYROXWLRQ²�UHMHFWLQJ�DOO� LWV�YLROHQW�
DVSHFWV²�DQG�SXEOLFO\�H[SUHVV�KLV�RSLQLRQ��VLQFH�LWV�JRDOV�DQG�UHVXOWV�ZHUH�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�
FRQYLFWLRQV��-HIIHUVRQ��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZDV�REOLJHG�LQ�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�WR�FRQVLGHU�DQG�ZHLJK�XS�
DOO�SRVVLEOH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�KLV�PHDVXUHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RI�KLV�FRXQWU\��WKH�UHDFWLRQV�
RI�KLV�HQHPLHV�DQG�ILQDOO\�WKH�LQIOXHQFH�RI�KLV�DFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�QH[W�HOHFWLRQV��

)LQDOO\�� DV� IRU� WKH�KXPDQLVW�YDOXHV�DQG� WKH�HTXDOLW\�DPRQJ�PHQ�SRVWXODWHG� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W�
RI� WKH� (QOLJKWHQPHQW�� WKH\� DOVR� UHSUHVHQW� WR� D� FHUWDLQ� H[WHQW� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
2OG� DQG�1HZ�:RUOGV�� DQG� WKHUHE\� WKH�PDQQHU� DQG� WKH� H[WHQW� WR�ZKLFK� WKHVH� SRVWXODWHV�
ZHUH�WR�EH�UHDOL]HG��:KHUHDV�+XPEROGW�VKRZHG�D�PRUH�LGHDOLVWLF�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�DSSOLHG�KLV�
FRQYLFWLRQV�WR�DOO�SHRSOH��LQ�-HIIHUVRQ·V�DWWLWXGH��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZH�ILQG�D�PRUH�SUDJPDWLF�
DQG� FRPSOH[�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� KLV� RZQ� VWDWHG�YDOXHV��+HUH�� WKHQ��ZH� FORVH� WKH� FLUFOH� DQG�
UHWXUQ�WR�RXU�LQLWLDO�DUJXPHQWV�H[SUHVVHG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��ZKHUH�ZH�LQWURGXFHG�ERWK�RI�WKHP�
DV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� RI� WKH� LGHDV� RI� WKH�$JH� RI�5HDVRQ��:H�QHHG� WR� EH� DZDUH� WKDW� WKHVH�GLG�
QRW�FRQVLVW�RI�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�SRVWXODWHV��YDOXHV�RU�SULRULWLHV�LQ�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�ZRUOGV�WKH\�
ZHUH�EURXJKW�XS��7KH�VRFLHWLHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�HGXFDWHG�KDG�GLVWLQFW�QHHGV�RU�SULRULWLHV�
DQG�RIIHUHG�RWKHU�SRVVLELOLWLHV�RU�VROXWLRQV²� WKXV�SDUW�RI� WKH�GLIIHUHQW� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI� WKLV�
PRYHPHQW�E\�+XPEROGW�DQG�-HIIHUVRQ�PD\�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKHVH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��



215
Two Exc ept ional Witnesses of Latin American Indepe ndence: The Prussian Expl orer 
Alexan der Von Humbol dt and The Virginian Politician Thomas Jefferson

Rev. hist.educ.latinoam - Vol. 16 No. 23, julio - diciembre 2014 - ISSN 0122-7238 – pp. 205 - 216

REFERENCE

$GDPV��:LOOLDP�+RZDUG��7KH�3DULV�<HDUV�RI�7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQ��1HZ�+DYHQ��/RQGRQ��<DOH��8QL-
YHUVLW\�3UHVV�������

Appleby, Joyce.7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQ��1HZ�<RUN��7LPHV�ERRNV��������

Bernstein, Richard B. 7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQ��1HZ�<RUN��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������

%XUVWHLQ��$QGUHZ��7KH� LQQHU� -HͿHUVRQ��3RUWUDLW� RI� D�JULHYLQJ�RSWLPLVW��&KDUORWWHVYLOOH��/RQGRQ��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�9LUJLQLD�3UHVV�������

'XPDV��0DORQH��-HͿHUVRQ�DQG�KLV�WLPH����YROV��%RVWRQ��/LWWOH��%URZQ������������

)DDN��0DUJRW��HG��Lateinamerika am Vorabend der Unabhängigkeits revolution. Eine Anthologie von 
Impressionen und Urteilen aus den Reisetagebüchern��YRO�����%HUOLQ��$NDGHPLH�9HUODJ��������

)ULLV��+HUPDQQ�5��´$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROG�WV�%HVXFK�LQ�GHQ�9HUHLQLJWHQ�6WDDWHQ�YRQ�$PHUL-
ND�YRP�����0DLELV]XP�����-XQL�����µ��In Alexander von Humboldt. Studien zu seiner universalen 
Geisteshaltung��HGLWHG�E\�-RDFKLP�+��6FKXOW]H��%HUOLQ��:DOWHU�GH�*UX\WHU�	�&R����������������

)ULLV��+HUPDQQ�5��´%DURQ�$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGW·V�9LVLW� WR�:DVKLQJWRQµ�� �Records of the 
Columbia Historical Society������������������

+HOIHULFK��*HUDUG��Humboldt’s  Cosmos. Alexander von Humboldt and the Latin American journey 
that changed the way we see the World��1HZ�<RUN��*RWKDP�%RRNV�������

0DFURU\��'RQDOG��Nature’s Interpreter: The Life and Times of Alexander von Humboldt. &DPEULGJH��
/XWWHUZRUWK�3UHVV�������

0F*UDWK�0RUULH��-DPHV�DQG�3HUVHSKRQH�:HHQH��HGV��7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQ·V�(XURSHDQ�7UDYHO�'LDULHV� 
1HZ�<RUN��,VLGRUH�6WHSKDQXV�6RQ��������

2EHUJ��%DUEDUD�%��DQG�-��-HͿHUVRQ�/RRQH\��HGV��7KH�3DSHUV�RI�7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQ�'LJLWDO�(GLWLRQ�
&KDUORWWHVYLOOH��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�9LUJLQLD�3UHVV�������

3HWHUVRQ��0HUULOO�'�� ´7KRPDV� -HͿHUVRQ�DQG� WKH�)UHQFK�5HYROXWLRQµ��The Tocqueville Review 
�����������������

3RQFH��(VWHEDQ��́ )UDJPHQWRV�GH�XQ�GLVFXUVR�QR�DPRURVR��7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQ�\�OD�$PpULFD��+LV-
SDQD��8QD�DSUR[LPDFLyQ�D�ODV�UHODFLRQHV�VXU�QRUWHµ��Procesos. Revista Ecuatoriana de Historia����
�������������

5HERN��6DQGUD��´$�QHZ�DSSURDFK��$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGW·V�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�FRORQLDO�6SDQLVK�
$PHULFD�DV��UHÁHFWHG�LQ�KLV�WUDYHO�GLDULHVµ���Itinerario�;;;,��1R������������������

5HERN��6DQGUD��´/D�5HYROXWLRQ�GH�+DwWL�YXH�SDU�GHX[�SHUVRQQDJHV��FRQWHPSRUDLQV��/H�VFLHQ-
WLÀTXH�SUXVVLHQ�$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGW�HW� O·KRPPH�G·pWDW�DPpULFDLQ�7KRPDV�-HͿHUVRQµ��
French Colonial History������������������

5XSNH��1LFRODDV�$��Alexander von Humboldt: A Metabiography��)UDQNIXUW��3HWHU�/DQJ�������

6FKZDU]�� ,QJR��´)URP�$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGW·V�&RUUHVSRQGHQFH�ZLWK�7KRPDV� -HͿHUVRQ�
DQG�$OEHUW�*DOODWLQµ��Berliner Manuskripte zur Alexander-von-Humboldt-Forschung ����������������

6FKZDU]��,QJR��´$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGWV�%LOG�YRQ�/DWHLQ��XQG�$QJORDPHULND�LP�9HUJOHLFK�
In Nord u. Süd in Amerika: Gegensätze. Gemeinsamkeiten. Europäischer Hintergrund, edited by 
:ROIJDQJ�5HLQKDUG�DQG�3HWHU�:DOGPDQQ��YRO��������������)UHLEXUJ��5RPEDFK�������



216
Sandra Rebok

Rev. hist.educ.latinoam - Vol. 16 No. 23, julio - diciembre 2014 - ISSN 0122-7238 – pp. 205 - 216

6FKZDU]��,QJR��´$OH[DQGHU�YRQ�+XPEROGW��6RFLR�SROLWLFDO�9LHZV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDVµ��,Q��An-
sichten Amerikas. Neuere Studien zu Alexander von Humboldt,�HGLWHG�E\�2WWPDU�(WWH�DQG�:DO-
WKHU�/��%HUQHFNHU��)UDQNIXUW�D��0DLQ��9HUYXHUW��������S�����������6FKZDU]��,QJR��HG��Alexan-
der von Humboldt und die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika. %ULHIZHFKVHO��%HUOLQ��$NDGHPLH�
9HUODJ�������

6RIND��-DPHV�5��0HWWHUQLFK��-HͿHUVRQ�DQG�WKH�(QOLJKWHQPHQW��6WDWHFUDIW�DQG�3ROLWLFDO�7KHRU\�LQ�WKH�
early Nineteenth Century.�0DGULG��&6,&�������

Sofka, James R., “A Commerce Which Must be Protected”: The International Policy of   
Thomas Jefferson,1785 -1809 (forthcoming).

Rebok, Sandra.� ´7ZR� ([FHSWLRQDO� :LWQHVVHV� RI� /DWLQ� $PHULFDQ�
,QGHSHQGHQFH��7KH�3UXVVLDQ�([SORUHU�$OH[DQGHU�9RQ�+XPEROGW�DQG�WKH�
9LUJLQLDQ�3ROLWLFLDQ�7KRPDV�-HIIHUVRQ”. Revista Historia de la Educación 
Latinoamericana��9RO�����1R�����������������������


