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AGROMETEOROLOGIA

Review Article

THE IMPACT OF CLIMATIC VARIABILITY AND CLIMATE
CHANGE ON ARABIC COFFEE CROP IN BRAZIL (})

MARCELO BENTO PAES DE CAMARGO (3

ABSTRACT

The climatic variability is the main factor responsible for the oscillations and frustrations of the
coffee grain yield in Brazil. The relationships between the climatic parameters and the agricultural
production are quite complex, because environmental factors affect the growth and the development of
the plants under different forms during the growth stages of the coffee crop. Agrometeorological models
related to the growth, development and productivity can supply information for the soil water monitoring
and yield forecast, based on the water stress. A soil water balance during different growth stages of the
coffee crop, can quantify the effect of the available soil water on the decrease of the final yield. Other
climatic factors can reduce the productivity, such as adverse air temperatures happened during different
growth stages. Solar radiation and relative humidity influence many physiological processes of the coffee
tree but are not generally thought to play an important role as thermal and rainfall conditions in defining
potential yield or ecological limitations for this crop. According to the last report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, 2007), the global temperature is supposed to increase 1.1°C to 6.4°C
and the rainfall 15% in the tropical areas of Brazil. Some Global warming projections as presented by
IPCC will cause a strong decrease in the coffee production in Brazil. According to the literature besides
the reduction of suitable areas for coffee production, the crop will tend to move South and uphill regions.
This review article analyze the effect that these possible scenarios would have in the agro-climatic coffee
zoning in Brazil, and adaptive solutions, such as agronomic mitigations and development of cultivars
adapted to high temperatures is considered.

Key words: Coffea arabica L., global warming, productivity, agronomic mitigations and adaptations, crop
zoning.
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RESUMO

IMPACTO DA VARIABILIDADE E DA MUDANCA CLIMATICA NA PRODUCAO
DE CAFE ARABICA NO BRASIL

A variabilidade climatica é o principal fator responséavel pelas oscilagdes e frustra¢cdes da produgdo
de café no Brasil. As relagdes entre os parametros climaticos e a producdo agricola sdo bastante complexas,
pois fatores ambientais afetam o crescimento e o desenvolvimento das plantas sob diferentes formas
durante as fases de crescimento da cultura do café. Modelos agrometeorolégicos que relacionam o
crescimento, desenvolvimento e a produtividade podem prover importantes informacdes para o
monitoramento das condi¢des hidricas da cultura e estimativa da produtividade com base no estresse
hidrico. Resultados do balango observados durante os diferentes estddios fenolégicos quantificam o efeito
da agua disponivel no solo sobre a produtividade da cultura. Outros fatores climaticos podem reduzir a
produtividade, como temperaturas adversas ocorridas durante as diferentes fases criticas da cultura.
Radiagao solar e umidade relativa influenciam também os processos fisiolégicos da planta, mas
normalmente ndo penalizam a produtividade como as condi¢des hidricas e térmicas. Segundo o tltimo
relatério do Painel de Intergovernamental de Mudancgas Climéaticas (IPCC), prevé-se que a temperatura
global aumente de 1,1 °C a 6,4 °C e a chuva em 15% nas areas tropicais de Brasil. Alguns trabalhos inferem
que estes cendrios previstos pelo IPCC causarao forte redugao na produgao de café no Brasil, com tendéncia
de se mover para regides de altitude e Sul do Brasil. Este trabalho de revisdo analisa o efeito que estes
possiveis cenarios teriam no zoneamento agroclimético do café ardbica no Brasil; aborda também os
métodos de adaptagdo e mitigacdo agrondmicos como manejo e desenvolvimento de cultivares adaptadas
a temperaturas elevadas

Palavras-chave: Coffea arabica L., aquecimento global, produtividade, mitigacdo e adaptacdo, zoneamento

climatico.

1. INTRODUCTION

The climatic variability is the main factor
responsible for the oscillations and frustrations of the
coffee grain yield in Brazil, especially in Minas
Gerais, Espirito Santo, Sao Paulo, and Parané States.
The relationships between the climatic parameters and
the agricultural production are quite complex, because
environmental factors affect the growth and the
development of the plants under different forms
during the phenological phases of the coffee crop
(Camarco and CaMaRrGo, 2001). Agro-meteorological
models related to the growth, development and
productivity can supply information for the soil water
monitoring and yield forecast based on the air
temperature and water stress derived by a water
balance during different crop growth stages,
quantifying the effect of the available soil water on
the decrease of the final yield. The processes of
photosynthesis become limited when water stress
occurs, due to closing of the stoma and reduction in
other physiological activities in the plant. Other
climatic factors can reduce the productivity, such as
adverse air temperatures happened during different
growth stages.

Agro-meteorological studies were conducted
aiming to develop agro-meteorological models (Picini
et al., 1999; SanTos et al., 2006; CamMaRrGo et al., 2006;
CAMARGO et al., 2007; ZacHARIAS et al., 2008; PEzZOPANE
et al., 2008; NunEs et al., 2008) that monitors and
assess the quantitative influence of climatic variables,
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such as air temperature and soil water balance results
on the coffee crop phenology and yield for different
Brazilian regions. That kind of model could be an
efficient tool to assess the environmental effects of new
technologies, and future climate change scenarios.

On such background, this review article covers
some aspects of the coffee crop responses under current
climatic conditions and analysis of the impacts of
climate variability and future climate scenarios issued
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) would have in the agro-climatic zoning. Also,
this review article analyzes the effect of adaptive
solutions, such as agronomic mitigations and
development of cultivars adapted to high
temperatures.

Climate and coffee production

Among almost 100 species of the Coffea genus,
Coffea arabica L. (arabica coffee) and e Coffea canephora
Pierre ex Froehner (robusta coffee) economically
dominate the world coffee trade, being responsible for
about 99% of world bean production. Arabica coffee
accounts for about 70% of coffee consumed, and
robusta coffee for the rest (DamaTTa and RAMALHO,
2006).

Arabica coffee is native to the tropical forests
of Ethiopia, Kenya, and Sudan, at altitudes of 1500-
2800 m, between the latitudes of 4 °N and 9 °N. In
this region, air temperature shows little seasonal



The impact of climatic variability and climate 241

fluctuation, with a mean annual air temperature
between 18 and 22 °C. Rainfall is well distributed,
varying from 1600 to more than 2000 mm, with a dry
season lasting three to four months coinciding with
the coolest period. In this environment, arabica coffee
became established as an under-storey shrub (SyLvAIN,
1955). Arabica coffee is cultivated in more than 80%
of the countries coffee grower, tends its largest
diffusion in the American continent. In Asia, this
species almost extinguished due, mainly, for the rust
incidence (Hemileia sp.). Now Arabica coffee is in the
high altitudes of India, where it is counted with
resistant cultivars to the predominant races of this
fungus, as well as in Philippines and in the Southeast
region of Indonesia.

Arabica coffee vegetates and fructifies very
well at tropical uplands, as in the Southeast area of
Brazil. It is usually affected in their growth stages by
the environmental conditions, especially by the
photoperiodic variation and by the rainfall
distribution and air temperature that interfere in the
crop phenology, and consequently in the coffee bean
productivity and quality.

According to CaMARGO (1985), for arabica coffee
the optimums mean annual air temperature range from
18 to 23 °C. Above 23 °C, fruit development and
ripening are accelerated, often leading to loss of
quality. Continuous exposure to daily temperatures
as high as 30 °C could result in not only depressed
growth but also in abnormalities such as yellowing
of leaves (DamaTTA and RaMALHO, 2006). A relatively
high air temperature during blossoming, especially if
associated with a prolonged dry season, may cause
abortion of flowers. It should be noted, however, that
selected cultivars under intensive management
conditions have allowed arabica coffee plantations to
be spread to marginal regions with mean annual air
temperatures as high as 24-25 °C, with satisfactory
yields, such as in the Northeast and North regions of
Brazil (Fazuolr et al., 2007a; Berco et al., 2008). On
the other hand, in regions with a mean annual air
temperature below 18 °C, growth is largely depressed.
Occurrence of frosts, even if sporadic, may strongly
limit the economic success of the crop.

Robusta coffee is native to the lowland forests
of the Congo River basin; with extend up to Lake
Victoria in Uganda. This species developed as a
midstorey tree in a dense, equatorial rainforest. In that
region, the annual mean temperature range from 23
to 26 °C, without large oscillations, with abundant
rainfall superior to 2000 mm distributed over 9 to 10
month period. High temperatures can be harmful,
especially if the air is dry (Costg, 1992). Robusta is
much less adaptable to lower temperatures than

arabica. Both leaves and fruits do not withstand
temperatures below 6 °C or long periods at 15 °C. As
altitude relates to temperature, robusta coffee can be
growth between sea level and 800 m, whereas arabica
coffee grows better at higher altitudes and is often
grown in hilly areas, as in Colombia and Central
America. Robusta coffee grows better in areas with
annual mean temperature among 22 to 26 °C, as in
the Republic of Congo, Angola, Madagascar, Ivory
Coast, Vietnam, Indonesia and Uganda. In Brazil the
main areas that cultivate the robusta are the lowlands
areas of the Espirito Santo (Southeast) and Rondonia
(North) States.

Global climate change and climatic variability

The increase of greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) in the atmosphere is causing wide changes in
atmospheric events, influencing climate change and
variability with critical impacts on vegetations
(MARENGO, 2007). According to the Fourth Assessment
Report of the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC, 2007), semi-arid and sub-humid regions of
Asia, Africa and Latin America are likely to warm
during this century and freshwater availability is
projected do decrease. Agricultural productivity in
tropical Asia is sensitive not only to temperature
increases, but also to changes in the nature and
characteristics of monsoon. In the semi-arid tropics
of Africa, which area already having difficulty coping
with environmental stress, climate change resulting
in increased frequencies of drought poses the greatest
risk to agriculture. In Latin America, the air
temperature is supposed to increase 1.1 °C to 6.4 °C
and the rainfall 15% in the tropical areas of Brazil;
and agriculture and water resources are most affected
through the impact of extreme temperatures and
changes in rainfall (StvakUMAR and STEFaNski, 2008).

The report is obviously preoccupying,
although the own reports contain a high uncertainty
degree in the results of the long term forecast models.
According to the Ircc (2007) macroclimatic
characteristics are showing changes, particularly in
the last decade. The parameters more representative
of these variations are air temperature. Really in the
last 10 years, the agriculture has been suffering with
high air temperatures, especially during 2002 and
2007 years. Periods with accentuated water deficits
have also been frequent in those years, what would
confirm that the meteorological adversities are
happening in an atypical way, reaching the Brazilian
coffee crop. However, these agro-meteorological
adversities have happened in cyclical form during the
XX century.
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For instance, the 1960’s decade was marked
by severe droughts, especially during the years of 1961
and 1963, which affected drastically the coffee
production for the years of 1962 and 1964. Associated
to these dry years, high air temperatures were
observed, mainly during the months of August,
September, and October, which were the highest of the
XX century.

When we analyze the long term (119 years)
meteorological data (1890/2008) collection from the
weather station of Campinas, Sao Paulo State, Brazil
(Figures 1 and 2), we can observe that agro-
meteorological adversities (rainfall and mean air
temperature) happened in a cyclical way, with typical
periods from 15 to 20 years of variability, but these
annual temperatures show an increase up to 2.0 °C
for annual mean, 1.3 °C for the annual maximum, and
2.6 °C for the annual minimum (Camarco, 2008). For
instance severe frosts, adversities that do not happen
in the coffee crop of the Southeast region since 1994,
are observed on average every 15-20 years (CAMARGO
et al., 1993; AstoLpHO et al., 2004). Examples are the
severe frosts of the years of 1892, 1902, 1918, 1942,
1953, 1975, 1981, and 1994 (CamARGO et al., 2002).
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Figure 1. Yearly total precipitation for Campinas, Sdo
Paulo State, Brazil, from 1890 to 2008.
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Figure 2. Annual mean air temperature for Campinas, Sdo
Paulo State, Brazil, from 1890 to 2008.
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According to the IPCC, the global warming
scenario, the maximum air temperatures would be
higher, but the minimum air temperatures would be
lower and frosts would be also more frequent
(OrLANDINI, 2008). Air temperature increases can lead
to several consequences: faster physiologic plant
growth, and therefore smaller final production;
greater risk of pathogenic attacks and greater request
for irrigation. Global Circulation Models (GCMs) can
reproduce climate features on large scales, but their
accuracy decreases when proceeding from continental
to regional and local scales because of the lack of
resolution (HALENKA, 2008). This is especially true for
surface fields, such as precipitation, surface air
temperature and their extremes, which are critically
affected by topography and land use.

The scientific community responsible for the
forecast of long period scenarios for next decades does
not present consensus on the actual warming of the
climate of the Earth. Among the reports of IPCC, spite
all they contain warming scenarios, the fourth
informed increases of 2 and 3 °C, while the first report
informed warming scenarios up to 10 °C. Besides, a
group of skeptical scientists (ABpbusamaTov, 2006;
MoLioN, 2008) are defending inverse scenario up to the
year of 2050, when the Earth would arrive to a great
cooling, as it happened in the middle of 1700, when
several European rivers got to freeze during the winter
seasons. Forecast of distant scenarios, such as for 20,
50, 100 years, would be more inconsistent for the
conclusion of how the scenarios of the climate will
be for the agricultural activities.

Possible consequences for the coffee crop

High temperatures are known to disturb plant
metabolism. Coffee cultivation in the open is the usual
practice in Brazil, and this provokes leaf exposure to
high irradiance and the absorption of much more
energy than that usable by photosynthesis. Such
conditions may cause an energy overcharge and to an
overheating of leaves that, in extreme cases, can reach
temperatures of 40 °C or even above, especially if
stomata are closed, as occurs on sunny days in
unshaded crops (MaEestrI et al., 2001).

A quality problem could arise, from the faster
plant growth that will lead to lower coffee fruit quality.
Besides, high maximum temperatures during summer
months may cause an excessive fruit ripening, against
fruit quality. Coffee trees are well resistant to high
summer temperature and drought, but the increase of
extreme conditions can be responsible of physiological
stresses, such as the reduction of photosynthetic
efficiency. Others critical phases are flowering and
grain fill in relation with the anticipation of bud
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dormancy break. Moreover high temperature and dry
conditions during the reproductive phase can be
critical for the optimum coffee production and quality
(Camarco, 1985; Camarco and Camarco, 2001). The
setting of adequate air temperature limits for coffee is
decisive for the distribution and economic exploitation
of the crop.

Taking into account the global warming
phenomena as reported by the IPCC, in 2004,
temperature may rise up to 5.8 °C in the tropical
area up the end of the XXI century. Some papers
analyzed the vulnerability considering the actual
genetic and physiological characteristics of the
cultivated Brazilian cultivars of arabica coffee
(Nosre et al., 2005; ZuLLo JuNIOR et al., 2006; DamMATTA
and RamarLuo, 2006; Assap et al., 2007; PinTO et al.,
2007) inferred that severe reductions of adequate
areas for growing the crop are to be expected. The
forecast of global warming has been causing great
concern for scientists and producers linked to the
Brazilian coffee crop. Some global warming reports
get to infer scenarios that these reductions might
reach values as high as 95% in the Brazilian states
of Goias, Minas Gerais and Sao Paulo, and 75% in
Parana state (Assap et al., 2004).

More recently taking into account the global
warming by the IPCC (2007) other papers were
published (PinTo et al., 2008a; b) concerning “Global
Warming and the New Geography of the Agricultural
Production in Brazil”. The evaluation of the impacts
of the climatic changes in the coffee crop was made
using the climatic model PRECIS (Providing Regional
Climates for Impact Studies) which is a computer
program developed by the Hadley Center (England).
The program based on annual mean air temperature
and climatic risk zoning simulates the agricultural
scenarios for the Brazilian coffee crop for the years of
2010, 2020, 2050 and 2070 in agreement with the
forecasts of IPCC. The authors concluded that if no
adaptation action be accomplished the warming up
to 5.8 °C foreseen for 2070 would cause many climatic
changes and it would make unfeasible the coffee crop
in the Southeast region of Brazil (Minas Gerais and
Sao Paulo States). In 2070 the coffee crop will migrate
for the South region (Parana, Santa Catarina and Rio
Grande do Sul), where according to the authors frost
risk will be much lower.

However, fundamental agroclimatic factors
need to be considered such as different annual
photoperiodic variation, rainfall distribution and
especially the high frost risk occurrence in the
Brazilian South region. The risk of occurrence of
severe frosts increases exponentially starting from
the north of the state of Parana to the south end

of the state of Rio Grande do Sul. These factors
would make unfeasible the commercial cultivation
of the arabic coffee.

Drought and high and low air temperatures
are undoubtedly the major threats to agricultural crop
production, and the possibility to develop projections
of drought occurrence at the regional scale is a
necessary step toward the definition of suitable
adaptation strategies for the coffee sector. In deriving
drought projections from regional climate scenarios,
the capability of climate models to reproduce the key
feature of the hydrological regime should be examined
(CaLanca, 2008). In addition, from a risk analysis
standpoint there is a pressing need to quantify
uncertainties in the projections and provide
probabilistic assessments of the impacts of climate
change, including frost.

Climate change can have a wide range of
effects on agricultural systems and we must adapt
to these changes to ensure that agricultural
production is not only maintained but is increased
to support a growing world population (SmiTH et
al., 2008). Local adaptation practices and those
practices introduced by national development,
research and extension organizations need to be
collected from the respective organizations and
evaluated at different levels. Different agronomic,
water and policy management adaptation
strategies needed to be considered.

Agronomic technologies for mitigation and
adaptation

Climate change mitigation strategies which
include interventions to reduce the sources or
enhanced the sinks of greenhouse gases have a
marked management component aiming at
conservation of natural resources such as improved
fertilizer use, use of water harvesting and
conservation techniques. These strategies are
equally consistent with the concept of
sustainability. Adaptation strategies include
initiatives and measures to reduce the vulnerability
of agro-ecosystems to projected climate change, such
as changing varieties, altering the timing or location
cropping activities, improving the effectiveness of
pest, disease and weed management practices,
making better use of seasonal climate forecast etc.
According to SivakUMAR and STEFANsKI (2008) it is
essential to develop and integrate Agriculture
Mitigation and Adaptation Frameworks for Climate
Change into sustainable development planning at
the national and regional levels to cope with the
projected impacts of climate change.

Bragantia, Campinas, v.69, n.1, p.239-247, 2010
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Thus, comprehensive agro-meteorological
adaptation policy guidelines, focusing on
preparedness, mitigation and adaptation measures to
support sustainable agricultural development, are
needed to cope with the impacts of climate change/
variability (MoTHA, 2008). Adaptation strategies may
range from a change in crop cultivars to accommodate
drought or shifts in temperature to extreme measures
such as a total change in land use away from
agriculture production (SmiTH et al., 2008). Pertinent
research from several sources is reviewed and
examples are provided using IPCC climate change
scenarios to demonstrate the effect that agronomical
mitigations (production system and plant
management) and agronomical adaptation (breeding
programs) strategies may have on global warming in
coffee crop areas of the world.

Under agronomical aspects some of the
techniques that can be used to attenuate the impact
of unfavorable air temperatures according to FazuoLl
et al. (2007a) are:

Shading management system (Arborization):
Although native to shady environments, modern
arabica coffee cultivars in Brazil grow well without
shade and even may show higher productions than
those of shaded trees, particularly in zones with
adequate climate and soils (DamatTa, 2004). The coffee
cultivation was adapted and widespread for
unshaded due to the highest latitudes (19-24°S) and
lower altitudes (500-1300 m) than the origin area.
Great part of the arabica coffee cultivation in
traditional countries like Colombia, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, El Salvador and Mexico (PEeTERs et al.,
2002) feels under arborization system where the coffee
plants are close to the microclimate of their natural
habitat. However, in Brazil there is an increasing trend
in expanding coffee cultivation to marginal lands
where water shortages and unfavorable temperatures
may significantly constrain crop production. Coffee
plantations have been also expanded towards
warmer regions with prolonged droughts. In these
harsh environments, the use of shading management
is highly advisable in order to allow economic yields
(DamaTtTA and ReNa, 2002) and make the environment
more suitable for arabica coffee.

The effect of arborization in relation to the
microclimate has been studied for many authors
(Bacaio et al., 1997; MIGUEL et al., 1995; BEEr et al., 1998;
PEETERS et al., 2002). These papers describe the
arborization in a qualitative manner about the type
of the tree utilized, crop density. However few papers
are found in literature that characterize the
microclimate quantitatively such as in a coffee and
dwarf coconut or Prata Banana systems in Mococa,
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Brazil (PEzzopraNE et al., 2003; 2007), in an arborizated
systems in Colombia (FARFAN-VALENCIA et al., 2003), in
an agroflorestal system in Mexico (BARRADAS and
FanjuL, 1986) and in an arborizated system with
‘bracatinga’ in Londrina, Parand state, Brazil
(CaramoRrI et al., 1996). These works showed that the
microclimate is strongly influenced by wind, soil type,
water deficit vapor, temperature and solar radiation
and those elements are dependent to the climate, the
species utilized for arborization and the crop density.

There are several possible tree species for use
as arborization, such as grevilea robusta, cedrinho,
macadamia, rubber tree, banana prata, avocado,
dwarfish coconut among others. The technique of the
arborization allows thinner shading, with a density
of around 60 to 70 shading tree plants per hectare.

The main effects of shading on the coffee crop
provides associated with decreased of the air
temperature fluctuations by as much as 2-3 °C and
wind speeds, and increased air relative humidity
(PezzopaNE et al., 2008; CAMARGO et al., 2008). Shading
has been adopted to avoid large reductions in night
temperatures at high elevations, as in Kenya (CARRr,
2001), or at high latitudes, as in Parana State (23-24°S),
Southern Brazil (CaramoRI et al., 2003) in order to
reduce frost damage.

Planting at high densities: this agronomic
practice is the latest trend in Brazilian coffee growth.
New coffee cultivars, such as IAC-Tupi 1669-33 and
IAC-Obata 1669-20 (Fazuolr et al., 2007b) are of
compact size and especially suitable for planting in
smaller spacing among lines and among plants in
the line (planting in row). Therefore, this practice
presents smaller productions per plant, but
increasing the production per area. Besides,
stressing less the coffee plant, allows maintaining
it more grown leaves, providing a suitable
microclimate, with lower air temperatures inside the
plant, in relation to the external environment
(Fazuour et al., 2007a).

Vegetated soil: according to THOMAZIELLO et al.
(2000) the good agricultural practice recommends
maintaining during the rainy season vegetated soil
with weed in the middle between lines handled with
agriculture implements. Besides the good soil
conservation practice, the maintenance vegetated soil
reduces the soil and air temperatures and allows a
better plant root system distribution because the
superficial roots are affected by the high air
temperatures. This handling also increases the organic
matter tenor and the soil water retention capacity
making possible a more tolerant cultivation to the
adverse climatic co-nditions.
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Irrigation: this practice has been the main
factor to allow the establishment of the coffee plant
in Brazilian marginal areas of low altitude in that the
mean air temperatures are high for the usual
cultivation of the arabica coffee.

Genetic Breeding: The genetic improvement of
arabica and robusta plants in the “Centro de Café
Alcides Carvalho” (IAC) has always emphasized the
development of material with high yields, quality,
strength, and longevity. The cultivars developed at the
IAC include Bourbon, Icatu, Mundo Novo, Acaid,
Catuai, Obata IAC 1669-20, Tupi, and Ouro Verde,
which represent more than 90% of the arabica coffee
trees currently in production in Brazil. According to
Fazuoll et al. (2007b) the cultivar Obata IAC 1669-20
is resistant to coffee leaf rust, compact size, suitable
for planting in rows or at high densities, and
especially good yield and quality.

BerGo et al. (2008) evaluated 40 cultivars of
arabica and robusta coffee from 1994 to 2004 in Rio
Branco region, state of Acre, Brazil, where the annual
mean air temperature is close 25 °C. The study was
carried out in the experimental field of Embrapa-Acre,
and authors concluded that the best yield
performance was the Obata IAC 1669-20 cultivar with
significant difference in relation to the other cultivars.
The Obata cultivar presented a mean yield of 49 sacks
per hectare of clean coffee. This is an example of
genetic improvement based on selective breeding of
species arabica and robusta and of how improvement
can contribute to the sustainability of coffee cultivation
even under marginal lands with unfavorable air
temperature.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Agronomic techniques can be used, alone
or in a complementary way to mitigate extreme
meteorological events and to face the challenge of
climatic variability or global warming on coffee crop.
Fundamental scientific research using different coffee
crop management, genetic breeding and new
molecular tools and focusing on this subject is high
recommended, and the impact of the agronomic
technologies on coffee copping systems particularly
in marginal lands, is a challenge to be handled within
the near future.

2. Under agronomical aspects some strategies
may have on global warming in coffee crop that can
attenuate the impact of unfavorable temperatures are
agronomical mitigations such as shading management
system (arborization), planting at high densities,
vegetated soil, correct irrigation and agronomical
adaptation with focus on breeding programs.

3. For the next decades the agriculture,
especially the coffee crop will be more developed and
protected with agronomic techniques of adaptation
and mitigation that certainly will continue to be
developed by the technical and scientific world coffee
crop community.
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